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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974
Borah Crossing Aboriginal Place

Pursuant to section 84 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, |, the Minister for the
Environment, being of the opinion the place known as Borah Crossing is, and was, of special
significance to Aboriginal culture, declare the lands described in schedule “A” as an
Aboriginal Place.

Borah Crossing is a significant cultural, social and historical place to the local Aboriginal
community and their families. The area has been used by local Gomeroi custodians and
family groups to continue their cultural connections to country over multiple generations.
Historically the location was a fording point of the Namoi River and a significant meeting
place for Gomeroi people. The area contains many Aboriginal sites including scarred trees,
axe grinding grooves, campsites, bora rings, birth locations and burials that demonstrate
long term use of the area.

Borah Crossing was an Aboriginal settlement from the 1890s to the 1930s. In 1903
Aboriginal people living in camps near Manilla township at the junction of the Manilla and
Namoi River were relocated by the Aboriginal Protection Board to the newly established
Borah Crossing Aboriginal Reserve, where other Aboriginal people were already camped.

The Borah Crossing Aboriginal Reserve covered an area of 20 acres and consisted of huts
and yards. Aboriginal children attended the nearby Hawarden School. There are a number of
Aboriginal burials known to have taken place at Borah Crossing or nearby between 1892
and 1921. Some of the graves are at known locations but there are others that have not yet
been located.

Aboriginal people continued to live on the reserve and on the adjacent Travelling Stock
Reserve on both sides of the Namoi River until at least the mid-1930s. The area continues to
provide Aboriginal community members ongoing connection with their history, culture and
country.

The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC
Minister for the Environment

Signed this 24 day of November 2025

SCHEDULE “A”
All those pieces or parcels of land known as County of Darling, Parish of Dowe Lots
1/1185172, 95/752189, 77/752189, and part of Lots 7300/1141331, 116/752179, 1/1185085,
1/1183488, 1/1144035, 240/752189, 251/752189 and part of Crown Waterway, approximately
329 hectares, being the areas defined by the red boundary line in the curtilage plan below.
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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974

Baby’s Feet Cave Aboriginal Place

Pursuant to section 84 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, |, the Minister for the
Environment, being of the opinion the place known as Baby’s Feet Cave is, and was, of special
significance to Aboriginal culture, declare the lands described in schedule “A” as an Aboriginal
Place.

Baby’s Feet Cave, and the landscape surrounding it, is of special cultural, social, and spiritual
significance to the local Dabee and Wiradjuri people. The woodland area, Gulf Creek and
sandstone outcrops have been used as a teaching site for multiple generations and continue
to provide a place that enables Aboriginal families to maintain traditional practices and
customs, share oral histories, stories and traditional lore. Parts of the area are recognised as
a women’s space with the woodland and sandstone shelters providing secluded areas for
traditional activities and other women'’s business.

The rock art shelter known as Baby’s Feet Cave is a rare and excellent example of Aboriginal
rock art, due to its setting on an isolated Hawkesbury sandstone boulder, the combination of
its red and white ochre hand stencils of different age groups and the two upside-down baby
feet stencils in red ochre. Stencils of human baby’s feet are uncommon in NSW art sites.
Additional art sites are contained within the area indicating the long-term use of the land by
Aboriginal people. The artwork is used to educate the younger generations and wider
community on the cultural connections to the landscape and the spiritual significance of the
area.

Today, local Wiradjuri and Dabee people continue to maintain strong social, cultural, and
spiritual connections to Baby’s Feet Cave and the surrounding woodland, providing the
community with the opportunity to maintain their culture and heritage through connection to
Country and to support their social and emotional wellbeing. There are areas for families to
come together, for teaching, for play, for singing and dance, for resource gathering, and for
women’s business.

The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC
Minister for the Environment

Signed this 27th day of November 2025

SCHEDULE “A”
Part of those parcels of land known as County Phillip, Parish Growee part Lot 180 DP 755432
and part Lot 235 DP 755432 approximately 92 hectares, being the areas defined by the red
boundary line in the boundary plan below.
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