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PESTICIDES REGULATION 2017 – EXEMPTION ORDER UNDER CLAUSE 8 

Name of Order 

1. This Order is to be known as the Trainee Approved Course of Training Exemption Order 2024. 

Authority for Order 

2. This Order is made by the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) pursuant to clause 8 of the 
Pesticides Regulation 2017 (Regulation). 

Duration of Order 

3. This Order commences on the date of publication in the NSW Government Gazette and 
remains in effect for three years from that date of publication.  

Objects of Order 

4. The objects of this Order are to:  

(1) Exempt trainee pest management technicians and trainee timber pest 
management technicians from the requirement to carry out that work for the 
purposes of an approved course of training for a period of 84 days, subject to 
the conditions of this Order. 

Background 

5. Section 45(1) of the Pesticides Act 1999 (Act) provides that a person must not carry out 
prescribed pesticide work unless the person is the holder of a licence that authorises the person 
to carry out that kind of work. Pest management technician work and timber pest management 
technician work are prescribed pesticide work requiring a licence. Under clause 13(1) of the 
Regulation, a person may carry out pest management technician work or timber pest 
management technician work without a licence if, among other things, the person carries out 
that work as a trainee for the purposes of an approved course of training for that work.  Under 
clause 8 of the Regulation the EPA may, by order in writing, exempt a specified person or class 
of persons from any of the licensing requirements under Division 1 of Part 6 to the Act and Part 
2 of the Regulation.  

Licensed pest management technicians and timber pest management technicians promote the 
protection of human health, the environment, property and trade through their professional use 
of pesticides in the community. However, the pest management industry has reported low 
retention rates of trainees, which over time may reduce the availability of people licensed to 
carry out prescribed pesticides work. The EPA has provided this temporary exemption to 
ensure the continued availability of pest management and timber pest management technicians 
by reducing barriers to new entrants into the industry and encouraging existing industry 
participants to engage trainees.   

Exemption 

6. This Order exempts persons authorised under clause 7 of this Order from the requirement under 

clause 13(1)(b) of the Regulation to carry out pest management technician work or timber pest 

management technician work as a trainee for the purposes of an approved course of training for 

that work, subject to the conditions in clause 8 of this Order. 

Authorised persons 

7. Persons authorised under this Order (authorised persons) are: 

(1)  Persons who: 
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(a) hold a training permit for pest management technician work for the 
purposes of clause 13(1)(a) of the Regulation; and 

(b) meet the conditions in clause 8 of this Order; or 

(2) Persons who: 

(a) hold a training permit for timber pest management technician work for 
the purposes of clause 13(1)(a) of the Regulation; and 

(b)  meet the conditions in clause 8 of this Order.  

Conditions 

8. The exemption in this Order only applies if the following conditions are met:  

(1) A person authorised by this Order must: 

(a) Be 17 years of age or above 

(b) Within 5 days of commencing pest management technician work or timber pest 
management technician work for the purposes of clause 13(1) of the Regulation, 
notify the EPA of the date the authorised person started carrying out that work. 

(c) Within 84 days of commencing carrying out pest management technician work 
or timber pest management technician work, register for an approved course of 
training for that work within the meaning of clause 13(1)(b) of the Regulation. 

(d) Within 5 days of commencing the approved course of training referred to in 
clause 8(1)(c) of this Order, notify the EPA of the date that the authorised person 
commenced that approved course of training.  

(e) Notify the EPA within 5 days if the authorised person ceases participating in the 
approved course of training referred to in clause 8(1)(c) of this Order before that 
training is completed.  

(f) Notify the EPA within 5 days if the authorised person ceases to carry out pest 
management technician work or timber pest management technician work 
under clause 13(1) of the Regulation during the duration of this Order. 

(g) For the avoidance of doubt, otherwise comply with clauses 13(1)(a), (c) and (d) 
of the Regulation.  

Definitions 

In this Order - 

Act means the Pesticides Act 1999 (NSW). 

EPA means the Environment Protection Authority. 

Licence means a licence required to carry out prescribed pesticide work under section 45(1) of 
the Pesticides Act 1999. 

Notify means sending an email to the EPA at the following email address  
info@environment.nsw.gov.au containing the relevant details referred to in clause 8 of this Order. 

Pest management technician work has the same meaning as in clause 6(1)(g) of the 
Regulation. 

Prescribed pesticide work has the same meaning as in section 5A of the Act. 

Regulation means the Pesticides Regulation 2017 (NSW). 

Timber pest management technician work has the same meaning as in clause 6(1)(h) of the 
Regulation. 
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Trainee pest management technician means a person authorised under clause 7(1) of this 
Order. 

Trainee timber pest management technician means a person authorised under 7(2) of this 
Order.  

 

 

 

 

Karen Marler 

Director Technical (Chemicals, Land and Radiation) 

Regulatory Practice and Services Division 

Environment Protection Authority  

(as a delegate of the EPA) 
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