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Exemption order for the Fossil Collection listing on the State 
Heritage Register (SHR 00971) under the Heritage Act 1977 
 

I, Penny Sharpe, the Minister for Heritage, on the recommendation of the Heritage Council of 
NSW, make the following order under section 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977 (the Act) 
granting an exemption from section 57(1) of the Act in respect of the engaging in or carrying 
out of any activities described in Schedule B by the owner, manager, mortgagee or lessee 
(or persons authorised by the owner or manager) of the item described in Schedule A. 

This order takes effect on the date it is published in the NSW Government Gazette. 
 
 

Dated this 27th day of January 2026. 

 

 

The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC 

Minister for Heritage 
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SCHEDULE A 

The item known as the Fossil Collection (SHR 00971), currently held at the W.B. Clarke 
Geoscience Centre, 947-953 Londonderry Road, Londonderry. 

 

SCHEDULE B 

The following specified activities do not require approval under section 57(1) of the Act. 
 
The follow exemptions apply in addition to the ‘standard exemptions’ for items listed on the 
State Heritage Register made under section 57(2) of the Act and published in the NSW 
Government Gazette. 
 
GENERAL CONDITIONS 
These general conditions apply to the use of all the site specific exemptions: 

a) Anything done under the site specific exemptions must be carried out by people with 
knowledge, skills, and experience appropriate to the work (some site specific 
exemptions require suitably qualified and experienced professional advice and/ or 
work). 

b) Activities that do not fit within the exemptions described in this document or the 
‘standard exemptions’ for items listed on the State Heritage Register made under 
section 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977 and published in the NSW Government 
Gazette would require approval under the Heritage Act 1977. It is an offence to do 
any of the things listed in section 57(1) of the Heritage Act 1977 without a valid 
exemption or approval. 

c) The site specific exemptions are self-assessed. It is the responsibility of a proponent 
to ensure that the proposed activities fall within the site specific exemptions.  

d) The proponent is responsible for ensuring that any activities undertaken by them, or 
with their owners’ consent, meet all the required conditions and have all necessary 
approvals. 

e) Proponents must keep records of any activities for auditing and compliance purposes 
by the Heritage Council of NSW. Where advice of a suitably qualified and 
experienced professional has been sought, a record of that advice must be kept. 
Records must be kept in a current readable electronic file or hard copy for a 
reasonable time. 

f) In these exemptions, words have the same meaning as in the Heritage Act 1977 or 
the relevant guidelines, unless otherwise indicated. Where there is an inconsistency 
between relevant guidelines and these exemptions, these exemptions prevail to the 
extent of the inconsistency. Where there is an inconsistency between either relevant 
guidelines or these exemptions and the Heritage Act 1977, the Act will prevail. 

 
 
EXEMPTION 1: COLLECTION POLICY ACTIVITIES  
 
Specified activities: 

a) All activities in accordance with the Fossil Collection Policy and Procedures dated 
June 2024 or any future amendment or update of this document that is substantially 
the same and approved by the Chief Geoscientist of the Geological Survey of NSW 
(or other appropriately authorised person with responsibility for management of the 
collection). 
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EXEMPTION 2: MOVEMENT OF COLLECTION 
 
Specified activities: 

a) Movement of specimens within the W.B. Clarke Geoscience Centre at 947-953 
Londonderry Road, Londonderry. 

 
 
EXEMPTION 3: RESEARCH ACTIVITES  
 
Specified activities: 

a) Destructive analysis of duplicate, low scientific value, and specifically collected 
specimens for research purposes (thin sectioning, isotopic or trace element analysis, 
etc), as approved by the State Palaeontologist (or other appropriately authorised 
person with responsibility for management of the collection).  

 
 

[NSWGG-2026-34-1] NSW Government Gazette 30 January 2026



Exemption order for the Petrology Collection listing on the State 

Heritage Register (SHR 00973) under the Heritage Act 1977 

 

I, Penny Sharpe, the Minister for Heritage, on the recommendation of the Heritage Council of 

NSW, make the following order under section 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977 (the Act) 

granting an exemption from section 57(1) of the Act in respect of the engaging in or carrying 

out of any activities described in Schedule B by the owner, manager, mortgagee or lessee 

(or persons authorised by the owner or manager) of the item described in Schedule A. 

This order takes effect on the date it is published in the NSW Government Gazette. 
 
 

Dated this 27th day of January 2026. 

 

 

The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC 

Minister for Heritage 
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SCHEDULE A 

The item known as the Petrology Collection (SHR 00973), currently located at the W.B. 

Clarke Geoscience Centre, 947-953 Londonderry Road, Londonderry. 

 

SCHEDULE B 

The following specified activities do not require approval under section 57(1) of the Act. 
 
The following exemptions apply in addition to the ‘standard exemptions’ for items listed on 
the State Heritage Register made under section 57(2) of the Act and published in the NSW 
Government Gazette. 
 
GENERAL CONDITIONS 
These general conditions apply to the use of all the site specific exemptions: 

a) Anything done under the site specific exemptions must be carried out by people with 
knowledge, skills and experience appropriate to the work (some site specific 
exemptions require suitably qualified and experienced professional advice and/or 
work). 

b) Activities that do not fit within the exemptions described in this document or the 

‘standard exemptions’ for items listed on the State Heritage Register made under 

section 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977 and published in the NSW Government 

Gazette would require approval under the Heritage Act 1977.  

c) The site specific exemptions are self-assessed. It is the responsibility of a proponent 

to ensure that the proposed activities fall within the site specific exemptions.  

d) The proponent is responsible for ensuring that any activities undertaken by them, or 

with their owners’ consent, meet all required conditions and have all necessary 

approvals. 

e) Proponents should keep records of any activities for auditing and compliance 

purposes by the Heritage Council of NSW. Where advice of a suitably qualified and 

experienced professional has been sought, a record of that advice should be kept. 

Records should be kept in a current readable electronic file or hard copy for a 

reasonable time. 

f) In these exemptions, words have the same meaning as in the Heritage Act 1977 or 

the relevant guidelines, unless otherwise indicated. Where there is an inconsistency 

between relevant guidelines and these exemptions, these exemptions prevail to the 

extent of the inconsistency. Where there is an inconsistency between either relevant 

guidelines or these exemptions and the Heritage Act 1977, the Act will prevail. 

 
DEFINITIONS  
 
Geological Survey of NSW means the current NSW Government department known by 

this name, or any future iteration.  
 
Specimens means thin sections, polished sections, polished ore blocks, 

and rock specimens within the Petrology Collection.  
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EXEMPTION 1: COLLECTION POLICY ACTIVITIES  
 
Specified activities: 

a) All activities in accordance with a collection procedures manual developed by the 
Geological Survey of NSW for the Petrology Collection and approved by the Chief 
Geoscientist of the Geological Survey of NSW (or person with other title fulfilling this 
role). 
 

 
EXEMPTION 2: MOVEMENT OF COLLECTION 
 
Specified activities: 

a) Movement of specimens within the W.B. Clarke Geoscience Centre at 947-953 
Londonderry Road, Londonderry. 

b) The temporary loan of specimens to Geological Survey of NSW staff or external 
researchers within Australia for a period of time in accordance with established 
Geological Survey of NSW procedures. 

 
 
EXEMPTION 3: RESEARCH ACTIVITES  
 
Specified activities: 

a) Destructive analysis of specimens for research purposes (thin sectioning, isotopic, 
whole rock or trace element analysis, etc.) in accordance with established Geological 
Survey of NSW procedures.  

 
 
EXEMPTION 4: ACCESSION AND DEACCESSION 
 
Specified activities: 

a) Accession of relevant specimens into the Petrology Collection in accordance with 
established Geological Survey of NSW procedures.  

b) Deaccession of relevant specimens out of the Petrology Collection in accordance 
with established Geological Survey of NSW procedures.  

 
 
EXEMPTION 5: CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES  
 
Specified activities: 

a) Conservation of specimens in accordance with established Geological Survey of 
NSW procedures.  
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