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Fisheries Management (Possession Limit) (Estuary 
Cockles) Order 2026 
 
under the  
 
Fisheries Management Act 1994 
 
I, DAVID MCPHERSON, A/Executive Director Fisheries, with the delegated authority of the 
Minister and the Secretary in pursuance of sections 227 and 228 of the Fisheries Management 
Act 1994, and in pursuance of section 17C of that Act, make the following Order. 

 
Dated this 30th day of January 2026 

 
DAVID MCPHERSON 
A/Executive Director Fisheries 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development NSW 
 
 
1 Name of Order 

 
This Order is the Fisheries Management (Possession Limit) (Estuary Cockles) Order 
2026. 
 

2 Commencement and duration 
 

This notification commences on the date it is published on the Department’s website and 
will remain in force for a period of 5 years from and including the date of 
commencement.  
 
Note: This notification is urgent and, pursuant to section 17C(3) and (4) of the Act, will be published in the 
NSW Government Gazette as soon as practicable after publication on the website of the NSW Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 

3 Definitions 
 

(1) In this Order: 
 

possession limit means the maximum quantity of fish that a person may have in the 
person’s possession in any specified circumstances. 
 
the Act means the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 

 
(2) A reference in this Order to the common name of a species of fish does not limit the 

scientific description of that species. If there is an inconsistency between the 
common name and the scientific description of the species, the scientific description 
of the species prevails. 

 

4 Possession limit for Estuary Cockles 
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The possession limit for the species of fish described in Columns 1 and 2 of the table in 
the Schedule to this Order is, when the person in possession of that species of fish is in or 
on or adjacent to any waters or is transporting or storing the fish, the quantity specified in 
Column 3. The possession limit specified in column 3 does not apply in respect of fish in 
the possession of a commercial fisher for sale. 

 
Schedule 

 
Column 1 

Common name 
Column 2 

Species 
Column 3 

Possession Limit 

Cockle 
 

Anadara trapezia 20 

 
Note: The Fisheries Management (General) Regulation 2019 imposes a possession limit for Cockles, Pipis and 
Blue Mussels (also known as Mussels) of 50, comprised wholly of Cockles or wholly of Pipis or wholly of Blue 
Mussels or partly of each. This Order limits the maximum quantity of Cockles that can be in a person’s 
possession to 20, whether in combination with other species or not.  
 
Note: This notification is made in conjunction with the Fisheries Management (Estuary Cockle Fishing Closure) 
Notification 2026. 
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Fisheries Management (Estuary Cockle Fishing Closure) 
Notification 2026 
 

under the  

 

Fisheries Management Act 1994  

 

I, DAVID MCPHERSON, A/Executive Director Fisheries, with delegated authority under 
sections 227 and 228 of the Act, give notice of the following fishing closure under section 8 
of the Act.  
Dated this 30th day of January 2026 

 
DAVID MCPHERSON 

A/Executive Director Fisheries 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development NSW 

 
Part 1 Preliminary 
 
1 Name of Notification 

This notification is the Fisheries Management (Estuary Cockle Fishing Closure) 
Notification 2026. 

 
2 Commencement and duration 

This notification commences on the date it is published on the Department’s website 
and will remain in force for a period of 5 years from and including the date of 
commencement.  
 

Note: This notification is urgent and, pursuant to section 9(2) and (3) of the Act, will be published in the 
NSW Government Gazette as soon as practicable after publication on the website of the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 

 
 

3  Definition 
(1) In this notification: 

the Act means the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 
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(2) A reference in this fishing closure to the common name of a species of fish does not 
limit the scientific description of that species. If there is an inconsistency between 
the common name and the scientific description of the species, the scientific 
description of the species prevails. 

 
Part 2 Fishing Closure 
 
4 Fishing Closure 

A recreational fisher, or any other person, not being a commercial fisher, who takes fish 
for sale, is prohibited from taking more than 20 Cockles (Anadara trapezia) on any one 
day from all waters.  
 
Note: This notification is made in conjunction with the Fisheries Management (Possession Limit) (Estuary 
Cockles) Order 2026. 
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Gazette Notice 

 FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ACT 1994 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT (AQUACULTURE) REGULATION 2024 

 
Section 49(4)(b) - Notice of Aquaculture Lease Renewal 

 
The Minister has renewed the following Class 1 aquaculture leases: 
 
OL77/047 within the estuary of Port Stephens, having an area of 3.3343 hectares to Stella 
Maris Group Pty Ltd of Lemon Tree Passage, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 9 
September 2040. 
 
OL80/130 within the estuary of the Port Stephens, having an area of 1.5476 hectares to East 
33 Farming Pty Ltd of Tuncurry, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 5 January 2041. 
 
OL81/008 within the estuary of the Merimbula Lake, having an area of 0.8175 hectares to 
Ian Neilson of Millingandi, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 20 December 2040. 
 
OL91/025 within the estuary of Port Stephens, having an area of 3.0076 hectares to 
Brayden, Clark and Dorothy Holbert of Salamander Bay, NSW, for a term of 15 years 
expiring on 14 February 2041. 
 
OL92/023 within the estuary of the Clyde River, having an area of 2.973 hectares to 
Stefanos Paschalidis of Surfside NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 14 February 2041. 
 
OL62/214 within the estuary of the Crookhaven River, having an area of 1.9914 hectares to 
Gregory Benson of Nowra, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 28 September 2040. 
 
OL95/029 within the estuary of Tuross Lake, having an area of 0.1269 hectares to Graeme 
Campbell and Suzanne Campbell of Dalmeny, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 12 
February 2041. 
 
OL95/027 within the estuary of Wagonga Inlet, having an area of 0.5086 hectares to 
Southern Management Consultants Pty Ltd of Garran, ACT, for a term of 15 years expiring 
on 14 February 2041. 
 
OL65/211 within the estuary of Port Stephens, having an area of 1.621 hectares to Karuah 
River Oysters Pty Ltd of Karuah, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 14 October 2040. 
 
OL80/012 within the estuary of the Tuross Lake, having an area of 0.8979 hectares to 
Michael Taylor of Tuross Head, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 7 December 2040. 
 
OL80/070 within the estuary of the Pambula River, having an area of 1.4778 hectares to 
Richard Hawkins and Elizabeth de Fegely of Lochiel, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 
11 March 2041. 
 
OL81/055 within the estuary of the Hastings River, having an area of 0.4307 hectares to 
Port Oyster Co. Pty Ltd of Port Macquarie, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 16 
February 2041. 
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Gazette Notice 

OL64/237 within the estuary of the Richmond River, having an area of 1.6825 hectares to 
Geoffrey Lawler of East Ballina, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 28 September 
2040. 
 
OL70/222 within the estuary of Port Stephens, having an area of 1.3996 hectares, to Oyster 
Bay (NSW) Pty Ltd of Bobs Farm, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 28 July 2040. 
 
OL93/027 within the estuary of the Hawkesbury River, having an area of 1.6013 hectares to 
LMTJ Super Pty Ltd of Mooney Mooney, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 18 
September 2040. 
 
OL79/143 within the estuary of the Macleay River, having an area of 0.7073 hectares to 
Keith Cameron of Jerseyville, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 08 February 2041. 
 
OL62/217 within the estuary of the Crookhaven River, having an area of 2.3764 hectares to 
James Wild of Greenwell Point, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 14 December 2040. 
 
OL64/151 within the estuary of the Camden Haven River, having an area of 0.2073 hectares 
to B J Armstrong Pty Ltd of Laurieton, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 15 February 
2041. 
 
OL91/007 within the estuary of the Camden Haven River, having an area of 2.4129 hectares 
to B J Armstrong Pty Ltd of Laurieton, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 14 February 
2041. 
 
OL94/043 within the estuary of Brisbane Water, having an area of 0.8515 hectares to 
Whittens Organic Oyster Farms Pty Ltd of West Gosford, NSW, for a term of 15 years 
expiring on 14 February 2041. 
 
OL79/048 within the estuary of Tuross Lake, having an area of 2.4823 hectares to Anita 
Saeck and Nicholas Thorne of Moruya Heads, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 08 
February 2041. 
 
OL65/282 within the estuary of Wapengo Lagoon, having an area of 1.7764 hectares to 
Rodney Rutter, Mary Rutter and TRO Pty Ltd of Tathra, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring 
on 21 December 2040. 
 
AL10/013 within the estuary of the Wonboyn River, having an area of 1.677 hectares to 
Anthony Bacon of Wonboyn, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 19 March 2041. 
 
OL81/091 within the estuary of the Pambula River having an area of 0.8542 hectares to 
Michael Mills, Anne Mills, Sam Mills, Clancy Mills, Roseanna Mills and Stacey Phelan of 
Merimbula, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 17 January 2041. 
 

 
 

Program Leader, Aquaculture 
Fisheries and Forestry - Aquaculture branch 

NSW Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
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WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY (MINES AND PETROLEUM SITES) 
REGULATION 2022 

NOTICE 

Provision of mine survey plans to the Resources Regulator 2026 
 

I, Anthony Margetts, Chief Inspector, with the delegated authority of the Secretary, 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, pursuant to section 121(1)(a) of 
the Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022, make the following 
notice. 

Dated this 12th day of January 2026. 

 

Anthony Margetts 
Chief Inspector of Mines 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
  

1. Name of Notice 

This notice is the Provision of mine survey plans to the regulator 2026. 
 
2. Commencement 
 
This notice commences on the date it is published in the NSW Government Gazette and has 
effect until revoked. 

3. Interpretation 
 

(1) In this notice: 
(a) the Regulation means the Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) 

Regulation 2022. 
(b) specified date means: 

a. the due date in each year that applied at the commencement of this notice; or 
b. 1 July each year where no survey plan has previously been provided; or 
c. as agreed with the regulator. 

(2) Terms used in this notice have the same meaning as in the Work Health and Safety Act 
2011, Work Health and Safety Regulation 2025, Work Health and Safety (Mines and 
Petroleum Sites) Act 2013 and the Regulation. 
 

4. Revocation 

The notice Provision of mine survey plans to the regulator 2020 (No. 3) dated 28 July 2020 
and published in the NSW Government Gazette No 166 of 31 July 2020 is revoked on the date 
of commencement of this notice. 
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5. Requirement 
 

(1) Operators of the classes of mines, referred to in column 1 of Schedule 1, that meet the 
criteria in column 2 of the schedule 1, must provide a copy of the mine survey plan annually 
to the regulator within 3 months of the specified date. 

 
(2) All mine survey plans required to be provided to the regulator under this notice must be 

prepared in accordance with the following— 
 

a. sections 116 and 117 of the Regulation,  

b. the Surveying and Spatial Information Regulation 2024,  

c. the Survey and Drafting Directions for Mining Surveyors 2020 (NSW Mines) 
published in the NSW Government Gazette No 98 of 15 May 2020. 

(3) The mine survey plans must be provided to the regulator using the Resources Regulator 
Portal on the NSW Resources website. 

Schedule 1 

Column 1 
Class of mine  

Column 2 
Criteria 

All coal mines Where extraction has taken place during the 
12 months prior to the specified date. 

All underground mines other than coal mines Where extraction has taken place during the 
12 months prior to the specified date and 
workers (including employees of the mine 
operator and contractors) have worked more 
than 10,000 hours at the mine during the 12-
month period. 
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
 

Pursuant to section 136 of the Mining Act 1992 and section 16 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 
 
NOTICE is given that the following applications have been granted:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATIONS 
 

(APP-2024-245) 
 

No. 6831, now Exploration Licence No. 9863, Bengalla Mining Company Pty Limited (ACN 053 909 470),  
County of Brisbane, Map Sheet (9033), area of 738.9 hectares, for Group 9, dated 30 January 2026, for a 
term until 30 January 2032.  
  
 
NOTICE is given that the following applications for renewal have been received:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCES 
  

(REN-2026-23) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 7073, Moolarben Coal Mines Pty Limited (ACN 108 601 672), Kores Australia 
Moolarben Coal Pty Limited (ACN 129 132 501) and Yancoal Moolarben Pty Ltd (ACN 638 942 588), area 
of 1110 hectares. Application for renewal received 3 February 2026.  
   

(REN-2025-273) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 7447, Defiance Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 119700220), area of 49 units. Application 
for renewal received 30 January 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-18) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 7448, Tronox Mining Australia Limited (ACN 009247858), area of 15 units. 
Application for renewal received 29 January 2026.  
  

MINING LEASES 
  

(REN-2026-22) 
 

Mining Lease No. 1393 (Act 1992), Cumnock Management Pty Limited (ACN 114285602), area of 753 
hectares. Application for renewal received 29 January 2026.  
  
 

APPLICATIONS TO TRANSFER RECEIVED 
 

Notice is given that the following applications to transfer have been received:  
  

(TRF-2026-12) 
 

LUCKNOW GOLD LTD (ACN 123 714 910) AND TALISMAN B PTY LTD (ACN 635 738 500) has applied for 
approval to transfer Exploration Licence No. 6455 to Lucknow Gold Ltd (ACN 123 714 910) and Gold and 
Copper Resources Pty Limited (ACN 124534863). Application received 29 January 2026. 
   

(TRF-2026-11) 
 

CCJ ENTERPRISES PTY LTD (ACN 644202442) has applied for approval to transfer Exploration Licence No. 
9452 to Sterling Minerals Pty Ltd (ACN 688492891). Application received 28 January 2026. 
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REQUESTED CANCELLATIONS 
   

(CAN-2026-6) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8996 (Act 1992), CULLARIN METALS PTY LTD (ACN 641143580), County of 
Argyle, County of King and County of Murray, Map Sheet (8727, 8728), area of 98 units. Request for 
cancellation was received on 27 January 2026.   
  

PART CANCELLATIONS 
 

Notice is given that the following authorities have been cancelled in part:  
   

(PCN-2026-1) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9744, AUSTRALIAN CONSOLIDATED GOLD HOLDINGS PTY LTD (ACN 
619975405). 
 
Description of area cancelled:   
 
An area of 393 units has been cancelled. For further information contact NSW Resources. 
 
Part cancellation took effect on 30 January 2026.   
The authority now embraces an area of 351 units.  
   

(PCN-2026-2) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9745, AUSTRALIAN CONSOLIDATED GOLD HOLDINGS PTY LTD (ACN 
619975405). 
 
Description of area cancelled:   
 
An area of 79 units has been cancelled. For further information contact NSW Resources. 
 
Part cancellation took effect on 23 January 2026.   
The authority now embraces an area of 226 units.  
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Market Interest Test 
Coal Operational Allocation Framework 

 

Market Interest Test – Coal Operational Allocation  
Market Interest Test submission closing: Saturday 14 March 2026 at 11:59pm 
(AEST) 
 

Wilpinjong Coal Pty Ltd. (ACN 104 594 694) 
has applied to NSW Resources for a Group 9 
(coal) exploration licence for operational 
allocation purposes in accordance with 
section 13C of the Mining Act 1992.  

Exploration Licence Application No. 7005 
(Act 1992) (ELA 7005) is located about 42 
kilometres northeast of Mudgee, over an 
area of approximately 412.6 hectares. ELA 
7005 embraces the surface and soil below 
thereof to a depth of 900 metres below 
Australian Height Datum.   

NSW Resources is required to assess any 
market interest for the application by 
Wilpinjong Coal Pty Ltd. – ELA 7005 and is 
seeking submissions from parties interested 
in exploring and potentially developing coal 
resources within the application area.  

The application area where submissions are being sought can be seen in the diagram.  

Any valid submissions may trigger a competitive process for the release of the area. Submissions 
should only be made where a party has a genuine interest in making an application for an 
exploration licence and where interested parties are willing to participate in a competitive process if 
it is triggered. 

This notification is pursuant to section 13C(3A)(b) of the Mining Act 1992 and the Guidelines for 
coal exploration licence applications for operational allocation purposes and does not constitute an 
invitation for a coal exploration licence or mining lease nor a release of the area under the 
Strategic Release Framework.  

For more information, including how to make a submission expressing interest in exploring 
for coal in this area, visit resources.nsw.gov.au/operational-allocation or contact NSW 
Resources at titles@dpird.nsw.gov.au or (02) 4063 6600. 
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