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MARINE NOTICE 

PROHIBITION OR REGULATION OF VESSELS AND PERSONS IN WATERS  

Marine Safety Act 1998 
Section 18B 

Location 

Lake Macquarie, Toronto - adjacent to the Royal Motor Yacht Club. 

Duration 

• 10:00am to 10:30am – Saturday 7 February 2026.  

Activity or Event 

An acrobatic aircraft display that involves an aircraft flying close to the water will be held over the 
navigable waters of Lake Macquarie as specified above. 
  
Exclusion Zone  

Pursuant to Section 18B(2)(a), an EXCLUSION ZONE is specified during the event, which will be 
monitored and indicated by the presence of control vessels (see white outline in attached map).  
 
Unauthorised vessels and persons are strictly prohibited from entering the Exclusion Zone during the 
time above. 
  
Penalties may apply (Section 18B(4) – Marine Safety Act 1998). 

For full details visit the Transport for NSW website – https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/using-waterways-boating-and-transport-information/restrictions-and-closures-on-nsw-
waterways/marine-notices 

Marine Notice: NH2625 

Date: 28 January 2026 
  
 
 
Paul Hearfield  
 
Manager Waterways Operations Hunter  
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MARINE NOTICE 

PROHIBITION OR REGULATION OF VESSELS AND PERSONS IN WATERS  

Marine Safety Act 1998 
Section 18B 

 
Location 

Trial Bay, South West Rocks – adjacent to Trial Bay Campground and extending approximately 750 metres 
into Trial Bay. 

Duration 

6:00am to 5:00pm on the following dates: 

• Saturday 7 February 2026. 
• Sunday 8 February 2026. 

Activity or Event 

Triathlon swim activities will be conducted on the navigable waters Trial Bay, South West Rocks as specified 
above. 

Exclusion Zone 

Pursuant to Section 18B(2)(a), an EXCLUSION ZONE is specified during the event, which will be marked by 
buoys and monitored by control vessels stationed around the boundary. 

Unauthorised vessels and persons are strictly prohibited from entering the Exclusion Zone during the times 
above.  

Penalties may apply (Section 18B(4) - Marine Safety Act 1998). 

For full details visit the Transport for NSW website - https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/using-waterways-boating-and-transport-information/restrictions-and-closures-on-nsw-
waterways/marine-notices 

Marine Notice NH2565 

Date: 4 February 2026 
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Paul Hearfield 

Manager Waterways Operations Hunter 

Delegate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXCLUSION ZOE 
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MARINE NOTICE 

PROHIBITION OR REGULATION OF VESSELS AND PERSONS IN WATERS  

Marine Safety Act 1998 
Section 18B 

 

Location 

Port Jackson, Sydney Harbour - east of Cockatoo Island. 
 
Duration 

7:30pm to 9:30pm on the following dates: 

• Monday 9 February 2026.  
• Tuesday 10 February 2026. 

Activity or Event 

A combined drone and fireworks event will be held on the navigable waters Port Jackson as specified 
above. 

Exclusion Zone 

Pursuant to Section 18B(2)(a), an EXCLUSION ZONE is specified during the event, which will be maintained 
and patrolled by NSW Maritime vessels (see white outlined square in the attached map).  

Unauthorised vessels and persons are strictly prohibited from entering the Exclusion Zone during the times 
above.  

Penalties may apply (Section 18B(4) - Marine Safety Act 1998). 

For full details visit the Transport for NSW website - https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/using-waterways-boating-and-transport-information/restrictions-and-closures-on-nsw-
waterways/marine-notices 

Marine Notice SY2605 

Date: 4 February, 2026 

  

Drew Jones 

Manager Waterway Operations Sydney Harbour 

Delegate 
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MARINE NOTICE 

PROHIBITION OR REGULATION OF VESSELS AND PERSONS IN WATERS  

Marine Safety Act 1998 
Section 18B 

 

Location 

Five locations as per attached map: 

• Cockle Bay, Darling Harbour 
• Farm Cove, Sydney Harbour 
• Kirribilli Point, Sydney Harbour 
• Watsons Bay, Sydney Harbour 
• Tasman Sea, adjacent to Bondi Beach 

 
Duration 

Various times in the above locations between 9:00am Monday 10 February and 8:00pm Wednesday 12 
February 

Activity or Event 

A number of events will take place on the navigable waters at each of the locations at various times during 
the period specified above. To ensure the safety of navigation, Exclusion Zones will be established at these 
designated times as required for each individual event as per the maps shown in this notice.  

Exclusion Zone 

Pursuant to Section 18B(2)(a), EXCLUSION ZONES are specified, which will be maintained and patrolled by 
Police control vessels (see attached maps).  

While Police vessels are present, unauthorised vessels and persons are strictly prohibited from entering the 
Exclusion Zone during the times above.  

Penalties may apply (Section 18B(4) - Marine Safety Act 1998). 

For full details visit the Transport for NSW website - https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/using-waterways-boating-and-transport-information/restrictions-and-closures-on-nsw-
waterways/marine-notices 

Marine Notice SY2604 

Date: 4 February 2026 
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Drew Jones 
Manager Waterway Operations Sydney Harbour 
Delegate 

 

MAPS 
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South Head/Watsons Bay 

 

 

 

Bondi Beach 
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MARINE NOTICE 

PROHIBITION OR REGULATION OF VESSELS AND PERSONS IN WATERS 

Marine Safety Act 1998 
Section 18B 

Location 

Mooball Creek, Pottsville – between Buckingham Drive Park and approximately 2000 metres downstream to 
a location in the vicinity of Ambrose Brown Park. 

Duration 

• 6:00am – 12:00pm - Saturday 14 February 2026.

Activity or Event 

A swimming event will be conducted on the navigable waters of Mooball Creek, Pottsville as specified above. 

Exclusion Zone 

Pursuant to Section 18B(2)(a), an EXCLUSION ZONE is specified during the event, which will be marked by 
buoys and monitored by control vessels stationed around the boundary. 

Unauthorised vessels and persons are strictly prohibited from entering the Exclusion Zone during the times 
above.  

Penalties may apply (Section 18B(4) - Marine Safety Act 1998). 

For full details visit the Transport for NSW website - https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/using-waterways-boating-and-transport-information/restrictions-and-closures-on-nsw-
waterways/marine-notices 

Marine Notice NH2575 

Date: 5 February 2026 

Paul Hearfield

Manager Waterways Operations Hunter 

Delegate 
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VEHICLE SAFETY COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION SCHEME 

Declaration of Modification Order 2026 

 
I, Jo Radmanovic, Director Vehicle & Bus Regulation, Transport for NSW, pursuant to Clause 83 of the 
Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017, make this Order. 
 
 

 
Jo Radmanovic, 

Director 
Vehicle & Bus Regulation 

Transport for NSW 
 
 

 
PART 1 – PRELIMINARY 

 
Explanatory Note 

The object of this Order is to declare a vehicle modification or class of vehicle modification to 
which Division 2 of Part 6 the Regulation applies.  
 

1.1 Name of Order 
This Order may be cited as the Declaration of Modification Order 2026. 
 

1.2 Commencement 
This Order revokes and replaces the Declaration of Modification or Class of Modification Order 2013 
published in the NSW Government Gazette on 8 November 2013 (the 2013 Order) and takes effect 
from 1 July 2026.  
 

1.3 Effect 
This Order remains in force from 1 July 2026 until revoked. The 2013 Order remains in force until 
that date. 
 
Note: The revocation of the 2013 Order does not affect the certification of modifications carried out 
under that Order, and any such certifications are preserved as valid until such time as further 
modifications are conducted.  
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1.4 Interpretation 
In this Order: 
 
(1) Words and expressions used in this Order have the same meaning as those defined in the 

Regulation. 
(2) Regulation means the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017.  
(3) VSCCS means the Transport for NSW Vehicle Safety Compliance Certification Scheme. 
(4) Equivalent vehicle means a vehicle supplied to the Australian market of the same make and model 

according to the Road Vehicle Descriptor under the same approval number as the vehicle being 
modified, within the same ‘series’ or ‘generation’. 

(5) Manufacturer is as defined in the Vehicle Standard (Australian Design Rule – Definitions and 
Vehicle Categories) 2005. 

(6) Specifications (power output, mass, ride height etc.) are referenced from a Road Vehicle 
Descriptor where provided. 

(7) Light Vehicle means a motor vehicle that has a GVM (Gross Vehicle Mass) of 4.5 tonnes or less 
& a trailer that has an ATM (Aggregate Trailer Mass) of 4.5 tonnes or less. 

(8) Significant Modification means a modification listed in this Order and is a modification which 
requires certification by a VSCCS Licensed Certifier. 

(9) Appliance as defined by Requirements for Appliances Fitted to a Light Vehicle modified to be 
used by a Person with a Physical Disability issued March 2024.  
 

1.5 Declaration of Modification or Class of Modification 
The modifications, or classes of modifications to a vehicle, as set out Part 3 of this Order, are 
significant modifications: 
(1) which may pose a risk of harm to any person or affect the safe operation of a vehicle; or 
(2) which may affect a vehicle’s compliance with a mandatory vehicle standard requirement; and 
(3) to which clause 84 of the Regulation applies (Modified vehicle not to be used unless certified). 

 

 
PART 2 – APPLICATION 

 
2.1. This Order applies to light vehicles modified after the date of commencement of the Order 

 
 

 
PART 3 – MODIFICATIONS 

 

3.1 Modifications to light vehicles requiring certification under VSCCS 
3.1.1 Exceptions 

Unless otherwise specified in this Order as requiring certification, the following modifications 
are exceptions to this Order and do not require certification: 
 
(a) Replacement of parts or components by identical parts or components, or with equivalent 

aftermarket parts that do not alter a vehicles specifications or ADR compliance. 
(b) Optional parts or components as offered by the vehicle’s manufacturer for an equivalent 

vehicle, provided they are fitted in accordance with the vehicle manufacturer’s instructions. 
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Note: 

(i) Vehicles that are modified, and certified according to this order, must continue to comply 
with all applicable vehicle standards set out in Schedule 2 of the Road Transport (Vehicle 
Registration) Regulation 2017, including applicable Australian Design Rules, unless the 
modification is exempt by TfNSW. 

(ii) Nothing in the Table in 3.1.2 below represents endorsement or approval of particular 
modifications. 

(iii) Certification is not limited to the modifications set out in this Order – any modification may 
be certified - but is mandatory for these modifications. If there is uncertainty regarding 
whether a modification to a vehicle affects the vehicle’s compliance with the applicable 
vehicle standards, the owner or modifier should seek advice from Transport for NSW. 

 

3.1.2 Light vehicle modifications requiring certification 
 

 
Engine 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 

1 Fitting of an engine that is not original to an equivalent vehicle, or any engine more than 
20% larger displacement than the largest displacement original optional engine for an 
equivalent vehicle. 

2 Fitting of forced induction (e.g. turbochargers or superchargers) not originally offered by the 
vehicle manufacturer for an equivalent vehicle, or increasing the original power output by 
more than 20%. 

3 Conversion to an electric motor or hybrid driveline, including conversions using optional parts 
or components from an equivalent vehicle. 

4 Modification or addition of an electric motor or hybrid driveline resulting in an increase in 
power over the maximum original combined power output of more than 20%. 

5 Modification to an engine and/or engine component that adversely affects the vehicle’s 
engine emissions levels set under the applicable ADRs. 

6 Modification to a vehicle’s engine management system including re-programming or 
“flashing” or fitting a replacement system not originally offered by the vehicle manufacturer 
for an equivalent vehicle. 

 
Transmission and Driveline 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 

7 Fitting of any manual or automatic transmission or transaxle which does not fit within the 
original transmission tunnel and bolts directly to the engine, original transmission mounting(s) 
and original tailshaft and/or driveshafts. 

8 Alteration of gearbox speedometer drive ratio or final drive gear ratio if speedometer 
compliance is affected. 

9 Fitting of a drive axle assembly (including differential and brakes) from a vehicle that is not an 
equivalent vehicle. 

10 Any modification to transmission/driveline involving fabrication of components. 
11 Addition of axles (e.g. ‘lazy’ axle conversions and tandem drive conversions). 

 
Steering 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
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12 Any modification to the steering involving fabrication of components, modification of 
mountings, or fitting steering components not offered on an equivalent vehicle. 
Note: Steering aids (excluding spinner knobs), or other modifications that assist persons 
with disabilities require certification. However, where supplementary restraint systems or 
ADRs are affected, the vehicle will require a written exemption from TfNSW. 

 
Suspension 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 
13 Altering vehicle ride height by more than one third of the working travel of the suspension 

(the difference between the unladen height and full bump or rebound height, measured from 
wheel centre to the top of the wheel arch opening) as per the vehicle manufacturer’s 
specifications in the direction of the ride height change, or any change in ride height from 
suspension modification by more than 50mm. 

14 Fitting suspension which is not manufactured for an equivalent vehicle, fabrication of 
suspension mounting points, or conversions to alternate suspension configurations (e.g. leaf 
to coil springs or variable air struts/springs). 
This excludes rear supplementary air struts/springs, fitted to un-modified mounting points, 
that assist the original springs, or air springs/struts which change the vehicles ride height by 
up to 50mm. 

 
Wheels and Tyres 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 
15 Replacement of tyres that change overall tyre diameter by more than 7% of the largest 

diameter as specified by the vehicle manufacturer on the Road Vehicle Descriptor or tyre 
placard, or affect speedometer compliance. 

16 Replacement of wheels where the rim or tyre width exceeds the largest wheel combination as 
specified by the vehicle manufacturer on the Road Vehicle Descriptor or tyre placard by greater 
than 25.4mm/1-inch. 

17 Replacement of wheels and tyres where the wheel and tyre combination does not comply with 
the vehicle manufacturer’s minimum load carrying capacity specifications. 

 
Brakes 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 
18 Fitting of disc or drum brakes that are not a vehicle manufacturer’s option for an equivalent 

vehicle. 
19 Substitution of brake master cylinders, wheel cylinders, calipers and other components with 

components not equivalent to original for the braking system configuration. 
20 Modification, fitting, or removal of brake balance and pressure limiting devices that are not 

equivalent to that originally fitted by the vehicle manufacturer for the braking system 
configuration.  

21 Relocation of the service brake control position for left-hand or right-hand drive or fitting of an 
additional brake pedal. 

22 Fitting or modification of trailer brakes to trailers other than home-made trailers not exceeding 
4.5 tonne aggregate trailer mass (ATM) that are built to the requirements of VSB No.1. 

 
Body and Chassis 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
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23 Fitting wheel tubs where the modification(s) involve the alteration or movement of structural 
members, subframe or chassis sections. 

24 Fitting of fibreglass body panels where the original panels were welded on or where 
structural integrity is affected. 

25 Modifications to the chassis or body that affect the structural integrity of the vehicle including 
change of body style (e.g. convertible conversions, panel vans to utilities, sedans to coupes 
and ‘tudors’, ‘chop top’ conversions and tilt front conversions). 

26 Extension of cabins with additional seating (e.g. crew cabin). 
27 Replacement of vehicle bodies (e.g. re-bodied vehicles).  
28 Reinforcement of the chassis. 
29 Structural alterations to vehicle chassis that result in a change to the vehicle manufacturer’s 

wheelbase specifications, notwithstanding normal suspension travel. 
30 Installation of a sunroof where it affects the vehicle’s structural integrity. 
31 Fitting a towbar or coupling (including fifth wheel type) and fittings that are not certified as 

ADR compliant by the towbar or coupling manufacturer (where applicable) or the fitting of any 
towbar or coupling not attached to the vehicle manufacturers original mountings. 

32 Conversion of a vehicle to campervan/motorhome, with the exclusion of removable, slide-on 
campers attached to the body of a ute, where either cooking facilities, internal house batteries, 
or 240V electrical systems have been installed. 

33 Installation of A-frame towing equipment. 
34 Fitting of body mountings, a body lift kit or mounting points other than those designed by the 

vehicle manufacturer. 
35 Installation of a powered goods loading device. 
36 Construction and or modification of a tow truck including lift equipment and tilt tray. 
37 Design and capabilities of a tow truck including testing/certifying and rating of 

lifting/towing components. 
38 Installation of equipment that allows the vehicle to be operated on railway lines. 

 
Seats and Occupant Protection 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 
39 Modifications resulting in a change in the vehicle ADR category. 
40 Fitting of seats to non-original seat anchorages. 

41 Fitting of seats to original anchorages that are ADR compliant, where the seats are not ADR 
compliant to an equivalent vehicle. 

42 Fitting of or alterations to seat anchorages or seat belt anchorages other than modifications to 
a vehicle with no applicable seatbelt or anchorage point ADR in accordance with TfNSW 
Standard Compliance Specification (Guidelines for retrofitting seatbelts to pre-ADR vehicles). 

43 Fitting of a non-original seat belt other than modifications to a vehicle with no applicable 
seatbelt or anchorage point ADR in accordance with TfNSW Standard Compliance 
Specification (Guidelines for retrofitting seatbelts to pre-ADR vehicles). 

44 Mounting of seat belt anchorages integrally on a seat where that anchorage is not originally 
provided by the vehicle manufacturer. 

45 Fitting of, or alterations to, child restraint anchorage points or ISOFIX attachments other 
than those approved by TfNSW (Restraint Fitters Manual Guidelines to the correct 
installation and use of child restraints). 

46 Removal of a seat which: 
• Changes the category of the vehicle, or 
• Involves installing storage or equipment that may compromise the occupant protection of 

adjacent seating positions, or 
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• Interferes with the vehicle’s Supplementary Restraint System (SRS). (For example, a 
warning light is illuminated), or 

• Involves the removal of any front row seat, or 
• Involves the removal or modification of seatbelts, buckles or child restraint anchorages 

unless integrated into the seat, or 
• Interferes with the vehicle’s seat belt reminder system. (For example, a warning light is 

illuminated or audible warning), or 
• Performed in buses with more than 9 seating positions including the driver (Australian 

Design Rule category MD). 
47 Roll cage installations or roll bars which are fitted in the occupant space of a vehicle. 
48 Pole-mounted information technology (IT) screens which are likely to increase the risk of bodily 

injury to any person or are likely to affect one or more ADRs. 
 
Fuel System 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 
49 Fuel system modifications affecting emission ADRs. 
50 Fitting/adding an alternative fuel tank or repositioning an existing fuel tank to non-original 

mounting points. 
 
Vehicle Ratings  
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 
51 Re-rating a vehicles Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) or Gross Combination Mass (GCM) due to 

modifications to the extent that the vehicle manufacturer’s specification is no longer 
appropriate. 

52 Re-rating a vehicle’s Aggregate Trailer Mass (ATM) or Gross Trailer Mass (GTM) due to 
modifications to the extent that the vehicle manufacturer’s specification is no longer 
appropriate. 

 
Mobility 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
An exemption issued by Transport for NSW is required if the modification necessitates disarming or 
disabling an airbag. 
 
53 Installation of Appliances in a vehicle modified for use by a person with disability. Note that 

spinner knobs and seatbelt buckle covers are not significant modifications requiring 
certification. 

54 Fitting driver controls (including extended foot pedals) for use by a person with disability. 

55 Fitting a wheelchair or ‘orthopedic’ seat & their respective anchorage systems for use by a 
person with disability. 

56 Fitting wheelchair hoist, ramp or lift device for use by a person with disability. 
 
Additional items for Mopeds, Motorcycles, & Trikes 
Note: See paragraphs (a) and (b) of 3.1.1 of this Order regarding replacement items. 
 
57 Fitting of, or modification to, front forks or handlebars other than those provided by the 

vehicle manufacturer. 
58 Fitting a side-car and associated modifications. 
59 Modifications to the frame or swing arm. 
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60 Conversion of a motorcycle to a motor tricycle (i.e. a trike). 
61 Fitting tow couplings, fittings, and associated modifications other than those provided by the 

vehicle manufacturer. 
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VEHICLE SAFETY COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION SCHEME 

STANDARD COMPLIANCE SPECIFICATION 

Retrofitting seatbelts to pre-ADR vehicles 
 

 
I, Jo Radmanovic, Director Vehicle & Bus Regulation, Transport for NSW, pursuant to Clause 64(2)(a) 
of the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017, make this Transport for NSW Standard 
Compliance Specification, which establishes guidelines for the fitting of seatbelts to vehicles which pre-
date Australian Design Rules for seatbelts and seatbelt anchorage points.. 

 
 

 
Jo Radmanovic, 

Director 
Vehicle & Bus Regulation 

Transport for NSW 
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Guidelines for retrofitting seatbelts to pre-ADR vehicles – December 2025 OFFICIAL 

 

1. Preface 

This Guideline provides advice for the installation of lap (2-point) or lap sash (3-point) seatbelts to pre-
Australian Design Rule (ADR) vehicles that were not fitted with seatbelts by the vehicle’s original manufacturer. 
The Guideline provides advice about acceptable installation methods, component requirements, and 
compliance requirements for registration, but does not provide recommendations for any specific vehicle. 

The Guideline has been developed by Transport for NSW with collaboration from the Historic and Classic 
Industry Working Group.  

2. Scope 

The scope of vehicles covered under this Guideline includes light vehicles (Gross Vehicle Mass of 4.5 tonnes or 
less) with a date of manufacture that predates any ADR related to seatbelts and seatbelt anchorage points. 
These vehicles are found in limited numbers within the NSW fleet and owners have sought an accepted 
pathway to retrofit seatbelts with a level of engineering assurance that does not require destructive testing 
while still maintaining an appropriate level of safety. 

This Guideline provides an outline of the pathways accepted by Transport for NSW which can be followed by 
the vehicle owner without the need for destructive testing or certification under the Vehicle Safety Compliance 
Certification Scheme (VSCCS). Additional pathways, largely based on existing acceptable installation types, are 
provided where a vehicle or seatbelt and anchorage manufacturer has provided detailed information on how to 
install such components into a specific vehicle make, model and series. Any installation that falls outside the 
pathways of this Guideline will require certification by a VSCCS Licensed Certifier.  

This Guideline may also be used for vehicles first registered in NSW between the 1st of Jan 1965 and the 31st of 
Dec 1968 which are required to have seatbelts under the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017, 
schedule 2, clause 31A. A summary of vehicle dates of manufacture, relevant standards, and certification 
requirements for passenger vehicles (MA ADR category) can be found in the Appendix to this document. 

3. Legal framework 

This Guideline is a Transport for NSW standard compliance specification under clause 64(2)(a) of the Road 
Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017. This means that if seatbelts are retrofitted to a relevant 
vehicle in accordance with this Guideline, the vehicle will be considered to meet the applicable vehicle 
standards for registration with respect to the seatbelts.  

4. Compliance requirement 

For pre-ADR vehicles, vehicle owners will not require certification upon installation of seatbelts and anchorage 
points by following an acceptable pathway set out in this guideline. 

5. Pathways for the installation of anchorage points 

5.1 Manufacturers approved guidelines 

For a pre-ADR vehicle, if the vehicle or seatbelt component manufacturer has supplied installation guidelines 
specific to the vehicle or components, these guidelines are acceptable if the installation is performed to the 
manufacturer’s instructions. A copy of the installation guidelines should be kept in the vehicle for reference and 
enforcement purposes, and the modification does not require certification. 
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5.2 Installation of seatbelts in vehicles with metal floors 

Installation of seatbelts to vehicles constructed with metal floors would be considered acceptable if the 
installation follows the example shown in Vehicle Standards Bulletin 14, Section LK, 2.2 Seatbelt Anchorage 
Construction for both the lower and upper anchorage points where applicable. This includes the use of the 
appropriate bolt, anchor, washers, spacers, spreader plate, barrel bolt, and nut where applicable in Figure LK1 
below.  

 

If the backing plate supplied with the seatbelt is not suitable because of its shape or dimensions, an alternative 
backing plate may be used. It must have an area not less than 3750mm2 in contact with the mounting surface 
and a thickness of 3- 4.5mm (1/8- 3/16 inch). 

The reinforcement backing plate and anchor bolt should be positioned so that the backing plate is loaded 
approximately centrally. Edge loading should be avoided. 

The shape of the backing plates must match the contour of the floor pan or pillar material in the region of the 
anchorage. The corners of the reinforcement plates must have a minimum radius of 5mm and the edges 
adjacent to the body must be chamfered. The anchor bolts must be tightened to the correct tension and fully 
engage all the thread of the nut. 

The ductility of low carbon steel is beneficial in allowing redistribution and sharing of loads, and plastic 
deformation helps to absorb impact energy. 

5.3 Installation of seatbelts in vehicles with wooden (or composite) floors 

Installation of seatbelts to wooden (or composite) floors would be considered acceptable if the installation 
follows the example shown in Vehicle Inspectors Bulletin 49, Installation of aftermarket seat belts in MD 
category (small) buses, Section 1.3 Load Spreading Plates where applicable. This includes the use of the 
appropriate bolt, anchor, washers, spacers, spreader plate, reinforcement channel, and nut where applicable in 
Figure 6 below. 

Section 5.2 of this Guideline can be used for the installation of an upper anchorage point for a vehicle with a 
wooden (or composite) floor where applicable. 
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Load spreading plates fitted under the floor of a vehicle to reinforce seat belt installations must be positioned 
so that the bolt passes centrally through the plate. This is to ensure the plate is loaded evenly. 

The dimensions of each load spreading plate must allow sufficient surface contact, normally of minimum area 
3750mm2 (75mm x 50mm), however smaller spreading plates may be acceptable if specifically tested and 
certified. 

The thickness of the load spreading plates should be no less than 3mm with a minimum corner radii of 5mm. 
The edges adjacent to the floor should be chamfered, and other sharp edges should be removed. Vehicles which 
have a wooden floor require a load spreading plate to be located inside the underfloor channel. The underfloor 
channel must be securely welded to at each end to the crossmember. 

 

6. Location of anchorage points 

The location of anchorage points fitted to a vehicle is critical to ensure the safety of an occupant in the event of 
a crash. Anchorage points that are not located in the correct location on the vehicle can cause serious harm to 
an occupant. The following requirements are taken from Vehicle Standards Bulletin 14, Section LK, 2.2 Seatbelt 
Anchorage Construction, and should be adhered to as closely as practicable for both the lower and upper 
anchorage points for your vehicle where applicable. 

6.1 Lap anchorages 

The two lap anchor points for a particular seating position must be located on opposite sides of the Seating 
Reference Plane (longitudinal centreline of the seat) a minimum distance of 165mm apart. A distance of 250mm 
to 350mm between the anchorages is desirable as per Figure LK2 below. 
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The lower seatbelt anchorages must not be superimposed, i.e. each seatbelt must be anchored by separate 
bolts. The anchorages provided for different seating positions must be separated by at least 200mm. 

Since most seatbelts are made to a standard length, it is not good practice to have the anchorage points too far 
behind the seat. The buckle strap should be of such length that the buckle is accessible and at the side of the 
hip of the seat occupant, but not so long that the buckle rests on the seated person's abdomen. 

Where a seatbelt is mounted on a seat, the two pelvic restraint anchorages must be mounted on the seat to 
maintain the positional relationship between the retractor assembly and the Seating Reference Point. Care 
should be taken to ensure that the seat, seat anchorages and seatbelt anchorages are of sufficient strength. 

6.2 Sash Location Point 

A sash guide must be fitted for each seating position fitted with a lap sash belt. The location of the upper 
anchorage point (Area A) will generally fall on the B-pillar of the vehicle. However, this may not always be the 
case, or the vehicle may not be constructed with adequate load bearing capacity for an anchorage point. It is 
always best to confirm with an expert such as a VSCCS Certifier to determine suitability of an anchorage point. 

The sash location point must lie in Area A and must be at least 140mm from the Seating Reference Plane as per 
Figure LK3 below.  

Where the distance of the sash location point to the seating reference plane(s) is less than 200mm, Area A is 
extended to include the area contained within KPQT. 
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7. Seatbelt component standards 

Vehicles first registered in NSW between the 1st of Jan 1965 and the 31st of Dec 1968 must have seatbelts 
meeting the AS E35 standard, or newer. For all other vehicles, seatbelts meeting either AS 2596, 2nd Edition 
ADR 4-4d, or 3rd Edition ADR 4/... are required. Components meeting the most recent version of a seatbelt 
standard are encouraged to promote vehicle occupant safety.  

8. Advice to vehicle owners 

The vehicle owner should ensure the components being used, especially in the case of Section 5.1, are from a 
reputable company as the components are not being examined by a VSCCS Licensed Certifier. Poor quality 
components may pose significant harm to occupants in a crash. 

Vehicle owners should engage the services of a VSCCS Licensed Certifier if they are unsure or need technical 
assistance with any seatbelt installation. Seatbelts and anchorage points should only be installed by individuals 
with a level of competence to follow the manufacturers or approved guidelines within this document.  

The installation of seatbelts and anchorage points without testing to an approved standard poses potential 
risks such as incorrect installation, unknown performance, or other vehicle specific hazards. Fitting 
seatbelts and anchorage points as per this guideline places the responsibility of these risks on the vehicle 
owner. 

Documents referenced in this guide 

AS 2596 – Seat belt assemblies for motor vehicles 
AS E35 – Seat belt assemblies for motor vehicles 
VSB 5 – Manufacture and installation of additional seats Issue 3.0 – Revision 1.0 
VSB 14 Section LK – Seating and occupant protection Version 2.0 January 2011 
VIB 49 – Installation of aftermarket seat belts in MD category (small) buses Revision 2 November 2004 

9. Further information 

NSW Legislation 
Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017  
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0451 

TfNSW Technical Enquiries 
PO Box 1120, Parramatta NSW 2124 
E technical.enquiries@transport.nsw.gov.au | T 1300 137 302 

Vehicle Standards Bulletin 5 
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/vehicles/vehicle_regulation/bulletin/files/VSB5.
pdf 

Vehicle Standards Bulletin 14 
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/vehicle-design-
regulation/rvs/bulletins/ncop 

Vehicle Inspectors Bulletin 49 
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2022/vib-49-installation-aftermarket-
seatbelts.pdf 

VSCCS Bulletin 1 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-02/RMS-infosheet-vsccs-bulletin-01-licensed-certifiers.pdf 

[NSWGG-2026-46-7] NSW Government Gazette 06 February 2026

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/vehicles/vehicle_regulation/bulletin/files/VSB5.pdf
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/migrated/vehicles/vehicle_regulation/bulletin/files/NCOP7_Section_LK_Seating_and_Occupant_Protection_1Jan2011_v2.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2022/vib-49-installation-aftermarket-seatbelts.pdf
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0451
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/vehicle-design-regulation/rvs/bulletins/ncop
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/vehicles/vehicle-design-regulation/rvs/bulletins/ncop
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2022/vib-49-installation-aftermarket-seatbelts.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2022/vib-49-installation-aftermarket-seatbelts.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-02/RMS-infosheet-vsccs-bulletin-01-licensed-certifiers.pdf


  

 

Guidelines for retrofitting seatbelts to pre-ADR vehicles – December 2025 

Transport 
for NSW 

7 
OFFICIAL 

 

 

10. Appendix 

Table of applicable standards for MA Category vehicles 

Seating 
position 

Standard Front outer Front Centre Rear outer Rear centre 

Pre 1965 N/A O O O O 
1/1/1965 – 
31/12/1968 

Sch 2 cl. 
31A 

M^ O O O 

1/1/1969 – 
31/12/1970 

ADR 5A M* M O O 

1/1/1971 – 
31/12/1974 

ADR 5A M* 

1/1/1975 – 
31/12/1981 
 

ADR 5B M* 

1/1/1982 – 
30 Jun 1988 

ADR 5B M+ 

1 July 1988+ ADR 5/XX M+ 
 

O – Optional. Can be owner certified to an approved manufacturer or TfNSW installation type.  
M^ – Mandatory. Can be owner certified to an approved manufacturer or TfNSW installation type.  
M – Mandatory. Must be certified by a VSCCS Licensed Certifier to the relevant ADR, or newer.  
* Upper torso anchorage required for outboard seating positions, provided there is permanent structure other 
than the seat above a horizontal plane located 350mm above the seating reference point and rearward of a 
vertical transverse plane through the upper torso reference point.  
+ Upper torso anchorage required for outboard seating positions.  
Note: the requirements change for vehicles other than MA ADR category eg MB/NA etc.
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