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Fisheries Management (Possession Limit) (Blue Swimmer 
Crab) Order 2026 
 
under the  
 
Fisheries Management Act 1994 
 
I, TARA BLACK Deputy Secretary Fisheries and Forestry, with the delegated authority of 
the Minister and the Secretary in pursuance of sections 227 and 228 of the Act impose a 
possession limit by order under section 17C of that Act. 

 
Dated this   1st  day of  April  2026 

 
 
 
 
 

TARA BLACK 
Deputy Secretary Fisheries and Forestry 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development NSW 
 
 
1 Name of Order 

 
This Order is the Fisheries Management (Possession Limit) (Blue Swimmer Crab) Order 
2026. 
 

2 Commencement and duration 
 

This Order commences on 30 April 2026 and ends on 29 April 2031. 
 

3 Definitions 
 

(1) In this Order: 
 

possession limit means the maximum quantity of fish that a person may have in the 
person’s possession in any specified circumstances. 
 
the Act means the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 

 
(2) A reference in this Order to the common name of a species of fish does not limit the 

scientific description of that species. If there is an inconsistency between the 
common name and the scientific description of the species, the scientific description 
of the species prevails. 

 

4 Possession Limit for Blue Swimmer Crab 
 
(1) The possession limit in this order applies to any person in any waters. 
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(2) Notwithstanding Table 1 in clause 6 of the Fisheries Management (General) Regulation 
2019, a possession limit of zero is imposed for Blue Swimmer Crabs (Portunus armatus) 
with a measurement of less than 6.5 cm. 

 
Note: This order is made in conjunction with the Fisheries Management (Blue Swimmer 
Crab Fishing Closure) Notification 2026. 
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Fisheries Management (Blue Swimmer Crab Fishing 
Closure) Notification 2026 
 

under the  

 

Fisheries Management Act 1994  

 

I, TARA BLACK, Deputy Secretary Fisheries and Forestry, with delegated authority under 
sections 227 and 228 of the Act, give notice of the following fishing closure under section 8 
of the Act.  
Dated this  1st  day of  April  2026 

 
 

 

TARA BLACK 

Deputy Secretary Fisheries and Forestry 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development NSW 

 
Part 1 Preliminary 
 
1 Name of Notification 

This notification is the Fisheries Management (Blue Swimmer Crab Fishing Closure) 
Notification 2026. 

 
2 Commencement and duration 

This fishing closure commences on 30 April 2026 and ends on 29 April 2031.  
 

3  Definition 
(1) In this notification: 

the Act means the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 
 

(2) A reference in this fishing closure to the common name of a species of fish does not 
limit the scientific description of that species. If there is an inconsistency between 
the common name and the scientific description of the species, the scientific 
description of the species prevails. 

 
Part 2 Fishing Closure 
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4 Fishing Closure 
Notwithstanding Table 1 in clause 6 of the Fisheries Management (General) 
Regulation 2019, a person is prohibited from taking a Blue Swimmer Crab (Portunus 
armatus) with a measurement of less than 6.5 cm from any waters.  
Note: This notification is made in conjunction with the Fisheries Management 
(Possession Limit) (Blue Swimmer Crab) Order 2026. 
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Fisheries Management (Recreational Fishing Crab Gear – 
Port Stephens) Notification 2026 

 
under the  
 
Fisheries Management Act 1994 
 
I, Tara Black, Deputy Secretary Fisheries and Forestry, Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development, with delegated authority under sections 227 and 228 of the Act, give 
notice of the following fishing closure under section 8 of the Act. 
 
   
Dated this  1st day of   April 2026 
 
 
 
 
TARA BLACK 
Deputy Secretary Fisheries & Forestry 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 

 
 

Part 1 Preliminary 
 
1 Name of notification 

 
This notification is the Fisheries Management (Recreational Fishing Crab Gear – Port 
Stephens) Notification 2026. 

 
2 Commencement and duration 

 
This notification commences on the date of publication and will remain in force for 5 
years. 

 
3 Definitions 

 
In this notification: 
 
hoop or lift net has the same meaning as in the table of section 30 of the Fisheries 
Management (General) Regulation 2019. 
 
recreational crab trap has the same meaning as in the table of section 39 of the 
Fisheries Management (General) Regulation 2019.  
 
the Act means the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 
 
waters of Port Stephens means the whole of the waters of Port Stephens and its 
tributaries, from a line drawn between the southern extremity of Yacaaba Headland to 
the northern extremity of Tomaree Headland up to the tidal limits of the tributaries, 
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including that part of the waters of the Myall River to the downstream side of the Myall 
Street Bridge at the town of Hawks Nest. The Myall Street Bridge is shown on the Map 
in Schedule 1 to this notification. 

 
Part 2 Fishing closure 
 
4 Fishing closure  

 
Under section 8 of the Act, a recreational fisher, or any other person, not being a 
commercial fisher, is prohibited from using a hoop or lift net, or a recreational crab 
trap, to take fish from the waters of Port Stephens, unless— 

 
(a) When using a hoop or lift net: 

(i) it is used or set only between sunrise to sunset, and 
(ii) crabs are only taken during the hours of sunrise to sunset, and 
(iii) no part of the net is suspended above the hoop after the net has been set. 

 
(b) When using a recreational crab trap, all entrances to the trap do not exceed a 

maximum internal diameter of 320mm. 
 
 

Schedule 1 Map  
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Gazette Notice 

 FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ACT 1994 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT (AQUACULTURE) REGULATION 2024 

 
Section 49(4)(b) - Notice of Aquaculture Lease Renewal 

 
The Minister has renewed the following Class 1 aquaculture leases: 
 
OL79/037 within the estuary of the Nambucca River, having an area of 2.9661 hectares to 
Grahame Clarke and Anthony Donohoe of Arrawarra Headland, NSW, for a term of 15 years 
expiring on 22 October 2040. 
 
OL84/049 within the estuary of the Clyde River, having an area of 0.9773 hectares to 
Roderick Terry of Batehaven, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 30 December 2040. 
 
OL93/028 within the estuary of the Manning River, having an area of 0.4391 hectares to Neil 
Currie of Taree, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 31 March 2041. 
 
OL80/171 within the estuary of the Pambula River, having an area of 1.2357 hectares to 
Timothy and Suzanne Jones of Tura Beach, NSW for a term of 15 years expiring on 27 
February 2041. 
 
OL80/145 within the estuary of the Nambucca River, having an area of 1.3668 hectares to 
James and Linda Ford of Nambucca Heads, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 29 April 
2041. 
 
OL80/166 within the estuary of Port Stephens, having an area of 0.5515 hectares to K & VE 
Lyall Pty Ltd of Carrington, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 9 January 2041. 
 
OL65/173 within the estuary of the Nambucca River, having an area of 2.3552 hectares to 
Aussanes Growers Pty Ltd of Nambucca Heads, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 31 
May 2041. 
 
OL79/122 within the estuary of the Clyde River, having an area of 4.9298 hectares to Jim 
and John Pty Ltd of Batemans Bay, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 28 April 2041. 
 
OL81/124 within the estuary of the Hastings River, having an area of 0.5882 hectares to 
Aquaculturalize Pty Ltd and Port Oyster Co Pty Ltd of Lane Cove, NSW, for a term of 15 
years expiring on 25 February 2041. 
 
AL11/006 within the estuary of Wallis Lake, having an area of 0.1479 hectares to Bell’s 
Island Oysters Australia Pty Ltd of Tallwoods Village, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring 
on 22 December 2040. 
 
OL64/150 within the estuary of the Camden Haven River, having an area of 0.7072 hectares 
to East 33 Farming Pty Ltd of Tuncurry, NSW, for a term of 15 years expiring on 15 February 
2041. 

 
Program Leader, Aquaculture 

Fisheries and Forestry - Aquaculture branch 
NSW Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
 

Pursuant to section 136 of the Mining Act 1992 and section 16 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 

 
NOTICE is given that the following applications have been granted:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATIONS 
 

(APP-2025-215) 
 

No. 6991, now Exploration Licence No. 9885, Sakin Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 692809153), County of 
Buccleuch, Map Sheet (8527), area of 96 units, for Group 1, dated 1 April 2026, for a term until 1 April 
2032.  
  

(APP-2025-216) 
 

No. 6992, now Exploration Licence No. 9886, Sakin Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 692809153), County of 
Selwyn, Map Sheet (8526), area of 18 units, for Group 1, dated 1 April 2026, for a term until 1 April 2032.  
  

 
 
NOTICE is given that the following applications for renewal have been received:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCES 
  

(REN-2026-91) 
 

Authorisation No. 81, Bloomfield Collieries Pty Ltd (ACN 000 106 972), area of 439.4 hectares. Application 
for renewal received 1 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-83) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 5277, Saxonvale Coal Pty. Limited (ACN 003 526 467), area of 243.3 hectares. 
Application for renewal received 1 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-20) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 5461, Saxonvale Coal Pty. Limited (ACN 003 526 467) and Nippon Steel Australia 
Pty. Limited (ACN 001 445 049), area of 454.9 hectares. Application for renewal received 1 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-34) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 6548, Big Island Mining Pty Ltd (ACN 112787470), area of 21 units. Application for 
renewal received 3 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-93) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8961, Sunrise Energy Exploration Pty Ltd (ACN 136736813), area of 280 units. 
Application for renewal received 2 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-90) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8970, Evolution Mining (Cowal) Pty Limited (ACN 007 857 598), area of 8 units. 
Application for renewal received 1 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-97) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8976, Mr Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 643 089 347), area of 7 units. Application for 
renewal received 8 April 2026.  
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(REN-2026-94) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8982, Bacchus Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 606340872), area of 24 units. Application 
for renewal received 2 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-92) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9821, Bloomfield Collieries Pty Ltd (ACN 000 106 972), area of 205 hectares. 
Application for renewal received 2 April 2026.  
  

 
 

RENEWAL OF CERTAIN AUTHORITIES 
 
Notice is given that the following authorities have been renewed:  
  

(REN-2025-290) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 6996, Vertex Minerals Limited (ACN 650 116 153), County of Wellington, Map 
Sheet (8732), area of 6 units, for a further term until 21 December 2027. Renewal effective on and from 1 
April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-5) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8234, Siouville Pty Ltd (ACN 009 263 987), County of Yancowinna, Map Sheet 
(7233), area of 3 units, for a further term until 10 February 2029. Renewal effective on and from 7 April 
2026.  
   

(REN-2025-283) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8502, Kincora Copper Australia Pty Ltd (ACN 635807171), County of Gipps, Map 
Sheet (8430), area of 25 units, for a further term until 10 January 2030. Renewal effective on and from 1 
April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-9) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8820, United Stone Industries Pty Ltd (ACN 605 293 230), County of Bathurst, Map 
Sheet (8730), area of 5 units, for a further term until 18 January 2029. Renewal effective on and from 7 
April 2026.  
   

(REN-2025-275) 
 

Mining Lease No. 1398 (Act 1992), Resource Pacific Pty Limited (ACN 106 177 708), , Map Sheet (), area of 
56 hectares, for a further term until 31 January 2048. Renewal effective on and from 11 February 2027.  
  

 
 

WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL 
 

Notice is given that the application for renewal in respect of the following authority has been withdrawn:  
  

(TMS-REN560) 
 

Authorisation No. 216, Secretary Of Department Of Primary Industries And Regional Development, County 
of White, Map Sheet (8836, 8837), area of 167 square kilometres. The authority ceased to have effect on 7 
April, 2026.  
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APPLICATIONS TO TRANSFER RECEIVED 
 

Notice is given that the following applications to transfer have been received:  
  

(TRF-2026-33) 
 

COBALT PROSPECTING PTY LTD (ACN 619281435) has applied for approval to transfer Exploration 
Licence No. 8666 to Rimfire Pacific Mining Limited (ACN 006911744). Application received 2 April 2026. 
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