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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974

FULL REVOCATION OF THE LAND PROCLAIMED AS
THE TANDOU/NORTH MINE PARK WILDLIFE REFUGE

I, the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of the State of New South
Wales, with the advice of the Executive Council and in pursuance of the powers
vested in me under section 68 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, do, by
this my Proclamation revoke the Proclamation declaring the land described below
as a wildlife refuge known as Tandou/North Mine Park Wildlife Refuge, notified
in Government Gazette No. 124 of 14 October 1977.

SIGNED and SEALED at Sydney this 22" day of April 2026

MARGARET BEAZLEY
Governor
By Her Excellency’s Command

The Hon. Penny Sharpe MLC
Minister for the Environment

GOD SAVE THE KING!

Description
Council — Central Darling Shire

Approximately 2840.17 hectares, being Lot 4521 / DP 767598.
BCT DOC25/604195
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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974

REVOCATION OF PART OF THE LAND PROCLAIMED AS
THE TANJENONG WILDLIFE REFUGE

I, the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of the State of New South
Wales, with the advice of the Executive Council and in pursuance of the powers
vested in me under section 68 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, do, by
this my Proclamation revoke the Proclamation declaring the land described below
as a wildlife refuge known as Tanjenong Wildlife Refuge, notified in Government
Gazette No. 173 of 15 December 1978, to exclude the lands described below.

SIGNED and SEALED at Sydney this 22" day of April 2026

MARGARET BEAZLEY
Governor
By Her Excellency’s Command

The Hon. Penny Sharpe MLC
Minister for the Environment

GOD SAVE THE KING!

Description
Council — Goulburn Mulwaree

Approximately 97.45 hectares, being Lot 143 / DP 753017.
BCT DOC25/604195
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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974

REVOCATION OF PART OF THE LAND PROCLAIMED AS
THE WAHROONGA WILDLIFE REFUGE

I, the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of the State of New South
Wales, with the advice of the Executive Council and in pursuance of the powers
vested in me under section 68 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, do, by
this my Proclamation revoke the Proclamation declaring the land described below
as a wildlife refuge known as Wahroonga Wildlife Refuge, notified in
Government Gazette No. 141 of 09 November 1973, to exclude the lands described
below.

SIGNED and SEALED at Sydney this 22" day of April 2026

MARGARET BEAZLEY
Governor
By Her Excellency’s Command

The Hon. Penny Sharpe MLC
Minister for the Environment

GOD SAVE THE KING!

Description

Council — Goulburn Mulwaree

Approximately 37.70 hectares, being Lot 12 / DP 801167, Lot 4 / DP 251695.
BCT DOC25/604195
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NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974

FULL REVOCATION OF THE LAND PROCLAIMED AS
THE DEMON VALLEY WILDLIFE REFUGE

I, the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of the State of New South
Wales, with the advice of the Executive Council and in pursuance of the powers
vested in me under section 68 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, do, by
this my Proclamation revoke the Proclamation declaring the land described below
as a wildlife refuge known as Demon Valley Wildlife Refuge, notified in
Government Gazette No. 49 of 21 Feburary 2003, to exclude the lands described
below.

SIGNED and SEALED at Sydney this 22nd day of April 2026

MARGARET BEAZLEY
Governor
By Her Excellency’s Command

The Hon. Penny Sharpe MLC
Minister for the Environment

GOD SAVE THE KING!

Description

Council — Tenterfield Shire
Approximately 281 hectares, being Lot 622 / DP 1252285; Lot 19 / DP 751496, Lot 38 /

DP 751496.
BCT DOC25/604195
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Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997

Order granting exemption under section 284

Background

A.

The NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) may exempt any person or class of persons
from any specified provision or provisions of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act
1997 (POEO Act) or the regulations, in the circumstances referred to in section 284.

Snowy Hydro Limited (ACN 090 574 431) (SHL) holds Environment Protection Licence 21627
(Licence), issued under the POEO Act in respect of scheduled activities carried on at Hunter
Power Station (HPS) (also known as the Hunter Power Project) located off Hart Road, Loxford
NSW 2326 (Premises). The HPS is in the construction and commissioning phase of the project
and is progressing to its operational phase.

HPS is occupied by SHL for the purpose of operating as a ‘peaking power station’ that comprises
an open cycle gas fired power station consisting of two gas turbine units with a nominal
combined output of 660 megawatts. The gas turbines are intended to be operated on natural gas
as the primary fuel and diesel as the back-up fuel.

On 27 November 2025, SHL emailed the EPA a letter requesting an exemption under section
284 of the POEO Act (Application), in the circumstances detailed under section 284(2)(b), in
respect of the commissioning of two turbine units at the HPS to facilitate operation on both
natural gas and diesel (commissioning activity). The commissioning activity is essential for the
generation of electricity for supply to the National Energy Market and is a requirement set by the
Australian Electricity Market Operator. The commissioning activity is likely to exceed the
standards of concentration for oxides of nitrogen (NOx), solid particles (total) and smoke as set
out in the Protection of the Environment Operation (Clean Air) Regulation 2022 (POEO Clean
Air Regulation) and NOx and carbon monoxide (CO) as set out in the Licence. There are no
applicable POEO Clean Air Regulation standards of concentration for CO for this scheduled
activity.

The Application was accompanied by an initial air dispersion modelling memorandum, dated 27
November 2025 (initial air dispersion modelling), undertaken to assess the potential for public
health impacts during planned commissioning of the HPS, for the purpose of addressing section
284(2)(b)(ii) of the POEO Act. The modelling, using stack emission data provided by the
equipment manufacturer, predicted that during commissioning activity, resulting nitrogen dioxide
(NO2), CO and particulate matter, pollutant ground level concentrations would remain below the
EPA’s impact assessment criterion at surrounding sensitive receptors.

Further air dispersion modelling analysis, dated 11 December 2025 and 27 January 2026
(additional air dispersion modelling analysis), also identified the specific in-stack concentration
thresholds required to reach health-based ground-level impact criteria, with this data-driven
framework used in the consideration of alternate Licence limits and integrated into a Trigger
Action Response Plan (TARP).

SHL requested an exemption for the commissioning activity from the following provisions:

i. Section 128 of the POEO Act — SHL commits an offence if the applicable standards of air
impurities contained in the POEO Clean Air Regulation are exceeded;

i. Section 52 of the POEO Clean Air Regulation — requires SHL to comply with emission limits
of:

a. Particulate matter of 50 mg/m3 on either fuel, or

b. Smoke of 20% opacity on either fuel.
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iii. Section 64 of the POEO Act — SHL commits an offence if any condition of the Licence is
contravened, including Licence conditions L3.2 and L3.4 which requires SHL to comply with
emissions limits for NOx and CO when units are being fired on either natural gas or diesel,
which would otherwise apply for the duration of the commissioning activity.

H. On 5 December 2025 and 23 December 2025, the EPA wrote to SHL requesting further
information in respect of the Application for the purpose of addressing section 284(2)(b)(i) of the
POEO Act.

On 12 December 2025 and 27 January 2026, SHL wrote to the EPA providing further information
in support of the Application addressing the requirements under section 284(2)(b)(i) of the POEO
Act. Of note, the Application and further information detailed:

i. the pollution controls to be employed at the HPS

ii. information to justify that, beyond those proposed, there are no further operational
changes to plant or practices that can practically be implemented to reduce air emissions

iii. confirmed NOy, CO and particulate matter Continuous Emissions Monitoring Systems
(CEMS) would be employed during commissioning activities

iv. proposed alternate air emission limits for licence conditions during commissioning

v.  the ambient pollution monitoring methods and programs to be employed during
commissioning activities, including odour surveys

Vi. provided a Diesel Commissioning Environmental Management Plan (with community
engagement details)
Vii. provided a Commissioning Environmental TARP
viii. the Australian Electricity Market Operator requirements for the commissioning

ix.  further information on the likely phasing of commissioning activities.

J. On 8 and 9 July 2025, diesel commissioning activities at the HPS allegedly caused an air
emission and odour event in the lower Hunter. The EPA’s investigation of this incident is
ongoing. At present, the cause of that incident has not been confirmed but the EPA understands
that it may have been the result of conducting diesel commissioning activities under full speed no
load (FSNL). The additional air dispersion modelling analysis was undertaken to appropriately
address FSNL conditions, with this data-driven framework considered in alternative stack limits
and integrated into a revised TARP.

K. The information provided by SHL to support its Application included additional actions to mitigate
potential community concerns during future diesel commissioning activities, including FSNL
conditions, beyond those previously employed. These mitigating actions include:

i. There is no more FSNL testing required for gas turbine 1;
ii. The time required for FSNL testing on diesel has been minimised for gas turbine 2 (GT2);

iii. Diesel FSNL testing on GT2 will occur in runs of less than two hours in the middle of the
night in an effort to reduce impacts on the community;

iv.  Avoiding FSNL diesel commissioning during specific high-risk meteorological conditions,
such as early morning inversions with low-speed north-westerly winds blowing toward the
nearest sensitive receptors;

v. A secondary CEMS system will be deployed on the unit being tested for backup and data
validation purposes;

Vi. Ambient monitoring will be occurring in the community during all diesel testing to ensure
that combustion gasses remain below impact assessment criteria;

Vii. Odour surveys will be conducted in the community during diesel testing;
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viii. The robustness of the TARP has been increased, with trigger levels based on air
dispersion modelling analysis that identifies the specific in-stack concentration thresholds
required to comply with health-based community impact criteria;

iX. Improved communication with the local community, media, regulators and local Members
of Parliament has occurred regarding commissioning activities; and

X. An independent arbiter will be appointed to be present on site during each commissioning
activity to observe air quality monitoring outputs. This person will have full authority to
take actions, up to and including halting operations, if TARP triggers are met.

L. Concurrently with granting this exemption, the EPA will vary the Licence to include revised
temporary NOy, solid particles (total) and smoke emissions limits; require an air emissions TARP
for NOy, CO, particulate matter and volatile organic compounds; and reporting requirements that
will apply only to, and for the duration of, the commissioning activity. Therefore, this exemption
does not relate to Section 64 of the POEO Act (paragraph G.iii above).

M. On 10 April 2026, the EPA Executive Director Operations, by delegation, decided that he was
satisfied that:

i. Itis not practicable for SHL to comply with s 128 of the POEO Act and the standards of
concentration for NOy, solid particles (total) and smoke prescribed under s 52 of the Clean

Air Regulation, by implementing operational changes to plant or practices in accordance
with section 284(2)(b)(i) of the POEO Act; and

i. Non-compliance with the s 128 of the POEO Act and the standards of concentration for
NOXx, solid particles (total) and smoke prescribed under s 52 of the Clean Air Regulation, will
not have any significant adverse effect on public health, property or the environment in
accordance with section 284(2)(b)(ii) of the POEO Act.

N. On 23 April 2026, the Board of the EPA approved the granting of an exemption to SHL from
section 128 of the POEO Act, and the emissions limits referenced in section 52 of the POEO
Clean Air Regulation, in relation to NOy, solid particles (total) and smoke emissions in
accordance with section 284(2)(b)(iii) of the POEO Act, to enable SHL to carry out the
commissioning activity.

Order
By this Order, in circumstances where the EPA is satisfied that:
(i) it is not practicable to comply with the relevant provision or provisions, by implementing
operational changes to plant or practices, and
(i) non-compliance with the provision or provisions will not have any significant adverse

effect on public health, property or the environment, and
(iii) the Board of the EPA has approved the granting of the exemption,

the EPA grants Snowy Hydro Limited (ACN 090 574 431) an exemption under section 284 of the
POEO Act from complying with the provisions of section 128 of the POEO Act and section 52 of the
POEO Clean Air Regulation in relation only to the activity and air impurities listed in Table 1 of this
Order.

This exemption applies only in relation to the commissioning activity on two turbines operating on
either natural gas or diesel at the Hunter Power Station under Environment Protection Licence No.
21627.
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Table 1.

Legislation | Provision | Requirements

Clean Air Schedule Electricity generation
Regulation 2, Part 2,

Division 2 | Air impurity

Activity or plant

Standard of

concentration

Nitrogen dioxide (NO,) or
nitric oxide (NO) or both
nitrogen dioxide and nitric
oxide, as NO, equivalent

A turbine operating on gas, being a
turbine used in connection with an
electricity generating system with a
capacity of 30MW or more

Group 6

3

70mg/m

A turbine operating on a fuel other
than gas, being a turbine used in
connection with an electricity
generating system with a capacity
of 30MW or more

Group 6

90mg/m?®

Solid particles (Total)

An activity or plant using a liquid or
solid standard fuel or a non-
standard fuel

Group 6

3

50mg/m

Smoke

An activity or plant using a liquid or
solid standard fuel or a non-
standard fuel

Group 6

20%
opacity

Duration of exemption

This Order takes effect from the date the Exemption Order is published in the Gazette and has effect
until 11:59 pm on 30 April 2027 unless otherwise revoked, varied or renewed. The Order may be
revoked, varied or renewed by further order under section 284(7) of the POEO Act.

Note: Under section 284(8) of the POEO Act an exemption may not be granted or renewed so as to have effect
for a total period exceeding 5 years. A further exemption granted within 5 years after the expiry of an earlier
exemption (being a further exemption that is the same in substance as the earlier exemption) is to be treated as a
renewed exemption for the purposes of section 284(8).

STEPHEN BEAMAN

Executive Director Operations (by delegation)

Date: 29 April 2026
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