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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
 

Pursuant to section 136 of the Mining Act 1992 and section 16 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 
 
NOTICE is given that the following applications have been received:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATIONS 
  

(APP-2026-68) 
 

No. 7044, Bulla Park Metals Pty Ltd (ACN 619198024), area of 111 units, for Group 1, dated 22 April 2026. 
(Cobar Local Government Area). 
  

(APP-2026-70) 
 

No. 7045, Strategic Commodities Pty. Ltd. (ACN 641711695), area of 11 units, for Group 1, dated 28 April 
2026. (Upper Lachlan Local Government Area). 
 

MINING LEASE APPLICATION  
  

(APP-2026-66) 
 

No. 661, Wilpinjong Coal Pty Ltd (ACN 104 594 694), area of about 142.6 hectares, to mine for coal, dated 
21 April 2026. (Mid-Western Regional Local Government Area). 
  
 
NOTICE is given that the following application has been granted:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATION 
 

(APP-2026-8) 
 

No. 7015, now Exploration Licence No. 9898, Hera Resources Pty Limited (ACN 138992999), County of 
Mouramba, Map Sheet (8133), area of 9 units, for Group 1, dated 24 April 2026, for a term until 24 April 
2032.  
  
 
NOTICE is given that the following applications for renewal have been received:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCES 
  

(REN-2026-107) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 7134, Argent (Kempfield) Pty Ltd (ACN 155 759 550), area of 7 units. Application 
for renewal received 25 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-117) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 7524, Defiance Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 119700220), area of 21 units. Application 
for renewal received 29 April 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-102) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 7529, Defiance Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 119700220), area of 3 units. Application 
for renewal received 29 April 2026.  
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(REN-2026-111) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8971, Kingfisher Mining Ltd (ACN 629675216), area of 47 units. Application for 
renewal received 22 April 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-19) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8972, Endeavour Coal Pty Limited (ACN 099830476), area of 4087 hectares. 
Application for renewal received 28 April 2026.  
  
 

RENEWAL OF CERTAIN AUTHORITIES 
 
Notice is given that the following authorities have been renewed:  
  

(REN-2026-26) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8509, Broula King Joint Venture Pty Ltd (ACN 113 348 459), Counties of Forbes 
and Monteagle, Map Sheet (8530, 8630), area of 50 units, for a further term until 8 February 2029. 
Renewal effective on and from 19 April 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-41) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9532, Gilmore Metals Pty Ltd (ACN 617943227), Counties of Buccleuch and 
Wynyard, Map Sheet (8527), area of 58 units, for a further term until 19 February 2029. Renewal effective 
on and from 24 April 2026.  
  
 

APPLICATIONS TO TRANSFER RECEIVED 
 

Notice is given that the following applications to transfer have been received:  
  

(TRF-2026-41) 
 

LEGACY MINERALS PTY LTD (ACN 622 746 187) has applied for approval to transfer Exploration Licence 
No. 9614 to Agricultural Equity Investments Pty Limited (ACN 064 646 108). Application received 22 April 
2026. 
  
 

TRANSFER  
   

(TRF-2025-39) 
 

Mining Lease No. 1097 (Act 1973), formerly held by ANNE-MARIE COX has been transferred to Ophir 
Golden Gravels Pty Ltd (ACN 665504469). The transfer was registered on 22 April 2026.  
  
 

REQUESTED CANCELLATIONS  
   

(CAN-2026-17) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9832 (Act 1992), SIOUVILLE PTY LTD (ACN 009 263 987), County of Menindee, 
County of Tandora and County of Yancowinna, Map Sheet (7133, 7233), area of 137 units. Request for 
cancellation was received on 23 April 2026.   
  

CANCELLATION  
 

Notice is given that the following authority has been cancelled: 
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(CAN37) 
 

Mining Purposes Lease No. 1295 (Act 1906), SIBELCO AUSTRALIA LIMITED (ACN 000 971 844), Parish of 
Bouverie, County of Westmoreland, Map Sheet (8829-2-N), area of 1.3456 hectares. Cancellation took 
effect on 24 April 2026.   
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SCHEDULE 1 

The areas of land specified for competitive selection applications comprise the Pondie 

Range Trough area and Bancannia Trough  area  set out in Figure 1, being the graticular 

sections (blocks) for the purpose of section 4 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991  listed at 

Table 1 by reference to the NSW Block Identification Index Map 2016 published by the 

Secretary for Sch 4 of the Mining Reg ulation 2016.  

Figure 1 : Western NSW competitive  release area s map  

Note: Sch1A to the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 does not apply to or in respect of lands within a national park, historic site, nature 
reserve, karst conservation reserve or Aboriginal area under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Accordingly, these areas are 

not subject to the Competitive Selection Invitation. 
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Table 1 : Western NSW competitive  release area s blocks  
Pondie Range  Trough Area  

Map Sheet  Block Number  Map Sheet  Block Number  Map Sheet  Block Number  

Broken Hill BRO2503 Broken Hill BRO3011 Broken Hill BRO3158 

Broken Hill BRO2504 Broken Hill BRO3012 Broken Hill BRO3226 

Broken Hill BRO2721 Broken Hill BRO3013 Broken Hill BRO3227 

Broken Hill BRO2722 Broken Hill BRO3014 Broken Hill BRO3228 

Broken Hill BRO2723 Broken Hill BRO3015 Broken Hill BRO2864 

Broken Hill BRO2724 Broken Hill BRO3016 Broken Hill BRO2865 

Broken Hill BRO2725 Broken Hill BRO3017 Broken Hill BRO2866 

Broken Hill BRO2726 Broken Hill BRO3081 Broken Hill BRO2867 

Broken Hill BRO2727 Broken Hill BRO3082 Broken Hill BRO2868 

Broken Hill BRO2792 Broken Hill BRO3083 Broken Hill BRO2869 

Broken Hill BRO2793 Broken Hill BRO3084 Broken Hill BRO2870 

Broken Hill BRO2794 Broken Hill BRO3085 Broken Hill BRO2871 

Broken Hill BRO2795 Broken Hill BRO3086 Broken Hill BRO2872 

Broken Hill BRO2796 Broken Hill BRO3087 Broken Hill BRO2873 

Broken Hill BRO2797 Broken Hill BRO3088 Broken Hill BRO2874 

Broken Hill BRO2798 Broken Hill BRO3153 Broken Hill BRO2875 

Broken Hill BRO2799 Broken Hill BRO3154 Broken Hill BRO2937 

Broken Hill BRO2800 Broken Hill BRO3155 Broken Hill BRO2938 

Broken Hill BRO2801 Broken Hill BRO3156 Broken Hill BRO2939 

Broken Hill BRO3010 Broken Hill BRO3157 Broken Hill BRO2940 

Broken Hill BRO2941 Broken Hill BRO2575 Broken Hill BRO2649 

Broken Hill BRO2942 Broken Hill BRO2576 Broken Hill BRO2650 

Broken Hill BRO2943 Broken Hill BRO2577 Broken Hill BRO2651 

Broken Hill BRO2944 Broken Hill BRO2578 Broken Hill BRO2652 

Broken Hill BRO2945 Broken Hill BRO2579 Broken Hill BRO2653 

Broken Hill BRO2946 Broken Hill BRO2648 Broken Hill BRO2720 

Broken Hill BRO2947     

Bancannia  Trough Area  

Map Sheet  Block Number  Map Sheet  Block Number  Map Sheet  Block Number  
Broken Hill BRO1333 Broken Hill BRO1767 Broken Hill BRO1550 

Broken Hill BRO1405 Broken Hill BRO1768 Broken Hill BRO1551 

Broken Hill BRO1406 Broken Hill BRO1769 Broken Hill BRO1552 

Broken Hill BRO1407 Broken Hill BRO1770 Broken Hill BRO1261 

Broken Hill BRO1621 Broken Hill BRO1771 Broken Hill BRO2274 

Broken Hill BRO1622 Broken Hill BRO1837 Broken Hill BRO2275 
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Broken Hill BRO1623 Broken Hill BRO1838 Broken Hill BRO2276 
Broken Hill BRO1624 Broken Hill BRO1839 Broken Hill BRO2277 
Broken Hill BRO1625 Broken Hill BRO1840 Broken Hill BRO2278 
Broken Hill BRO1693 Broken Hill BRO1841 Broken Hill BRO2279 
Broken Hill BRO1694 Broken Hill BRO1842 Broken Hill BRO2280 
Broken Hill BRO1695 Broken Hill BRO1843 Broken Hill BRO2346 
Broken Hill BRO1696 Broken Hill BRO1844 Broken Hill BRO2347 
Broken Hill BRO1697 Broken Hill BRO1477 Broken Hill BRO2348 
Broken Hill BRO1698 Broken Hill BRO1478 Broken Hill BRO2349 
Broken Hill BRO1765 Broken Hill BRO1479 Broken Hill BRO2350 
Broken Hill BRO2352 Broken Hill BRO1916 Broken Hill BRO2134 
Broken Hill BRO2353 Broken Hill BRO1917 Broken Hill BRO2135 
Broken Hill BRO2419 Broken Hill BRO1982 Broken Hill BRO2201 
Broken Hill BRO2420 Broken Hill BRO1983 Broken Hill BRO2202 
Broken Hill BRO2421 Broken Hill BRO1984 Broken Hill BRO2203 
Broken Hill BRO2422 Broken Hill BRO1985 Broken Hill BRO2204 
Broken Hill BRO2423 Broken Hill BRO1986 Broken Hill BRO2205 
Broken Hill BRO2424 Broken Hill BRO1987 Broken Hill BRO2206 
Broken Hill BRO2425 Broken Hill BRO1988 Broken Hill BRO2207 
Broken Hill BRO2426 Broken Hill BRO1989 Broken Hill BRO2208 
Broken Hill BRO2491 Broken Hill BRO2055 Broken Hill BRO2781 
Broken Hill BRO2492 Broken Hill BRO2056 Broken Hill BRO2782 
Broken Hill BRO2493 Broken Hill BRO2057 Broken Hill BRO2783 
Broken Hill BRO2494 Broken Hill BRO2058 Broken Hill BRO2784 
Broken Hill BRO2495 Broken Hill BRO2059 Broken Hill BRO2785 
Broken Hill BRO2496 Broken Hill BRO2060 Broken Hill BRO2786 
Broken Hill BRO2497 Broken Hill BRO2061 Broken Hill BRO2787 
Broken Hill BRO2498 Broken Hill BRO2062 Broken Hill BRO2788 
Broken Hill BRO1909 Broken Hill BRO2063 Broken Hill BRO3008 
Broken Hill BRO1910 Broken Hill BRO2128 Broken Hill BRO3070 
Broken Hill BRO1911 Broken Hill BRO2129 Broken Hill BRO3071 
Broken Hill BRO1912 Broken Hill BRO2130 Broken Hill BRO3072 
Broken Hill BRO1913 Broken Hill BRO2131 Broken Hill BRO3073 
Broken Hill BRO1914 Broken Hill BRO2132 Broken Hill BRO3074 
Broken Hill BRO1915 Broken Hill BRO2133 Broken Hill BRO3075 
Broken Hill BRO3076 Broken Hill BRO3291 Broken Hill BRO3001 
Broken Hill BRO3077 Broken Hill BRO3292 Broken Hill BRO3002 
Broken Hill BRO3078 Broken Hill BRO3293 Broken Hill BRO3003 
Broken Hill BRO3079 Broken Hill BRO2854 Broken Hill BRO3004 
Broken Hill BRO3142 Broken Hill BRO2855 Broken Hill BRO3005 
Broken Hill BRO3143 Broken Hill BRO2856 Broken Hill BRO3006 
Broken Hill BRO3144 Broken Hill BRO2857 Broken Hill BRO3007 
Broken Hill BRO3145 Broken Hill BRO2858 Broken Hill BRO2564 
Broken Hill BRO3146 Broken Hill BRO2859 Broken Hill BRO2565 
Broken Hill BRO3147 Broken Hill BRO2861 Broken Hill BRO2566 
Broken Hill BRO3148 Broken Hill BRO2862 Broken Hill BRO2567 
Broken Hill BRO3149 Broken Hill BRO2863 Broken Hill BRO2568 
Broken Hill BRO3150 Broken Hill BRO2927 Broken Hill BRO2569 
Broken Hill BRO3214 Broken Hill BRO2928 Broken Hill BRO2570 
Broken Hill BRO3215 Broken Hill BRO2929 Broken Hill BRO2571 
Broken Hill BRO3216 Broken Hill BRO2930 Broken Hill BRO2636 

[NSWGG-2026-167-2] NSW Government Gazette 01 May 2026



Broken Hill BRO3217 Broken Hill BRO2931 Broken Hill BRO2637 
Broken Hill BRO3218 Broken Hill BRO2932 Broken Hill BRO2638 
Broken Hill BRO3219 Broken Hill BRO2933 Broken Hill BRO2639 
Broken Hill BRO3220 Broken Hill BRO2934 Broken Hill BRO2640 
Broken Hill BRO3221 Broken Hill BRO2935 Broken Hill BRO2641 
Broken Hill BRO3287 Broken Hill BRO2936 Broken Hill BRO2642 
Broken Hill BRO3288 Broken Hill BRO2998 Broken Hill BRO2643 
Broken Hill BRO3289 Broken Hill BRO2999 Broken Hill BRO2644 
Broken Hill BRO3290 Broken Hill BRO3000 Broken Hill BRO2709 
Broken Hill BRO2710 Broken Hill BRO3362 Broken Hill BRO2351 
Broken Hill BRO2711 Broken Hill BRO3363 Adelaide ADE46 
Broken Hill BRO2712 Broken Hill BRO3364 Adelaide ADE47 
Broken Hill BRO2713 Broken Hill BRO3430 Adelaide ADE48 
Broken Hill BRO2714 Broken Hill BRO3431 Adelaide ADE49 
Broken Hill BRO2715 Broken Hill BRO3432 Adelaide ADE50 
Broken Hill BRO2716 Broken Hill BRO3433 Adelaide ADE118 
Broken Hill BRO3359 Broken Hill BRO3434 Adelaide ADE119 
Broken Hill BRO3360 Broken Hill BRO3435 Adelaide ADE120 
Broken Hill BRO3361 Broken Hill BRO1549 Adelaide ADE121 

Broken Hill BRO1766     
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SCHEDULE 2 

Competitive Selection Process  for the Western NSW R elease 

A reas  (Bancannia Trough and Pondie Range Trough)  

Application in accordance with Guidelines  

Interested applicants are invited to submit Competitive Selection Applications in 

accordance with the Competitive Selection Process set out in this Schedule 2 , 

including the Guidelines which form part of Schedule 2, for the grant of an 

exploration licence under the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991  (the Petroleum Act ) 

for the Western NSW Release Areas  (Bancannia Trough and Pondie Range Trough) . 

The Guidelines form part of Schedule 2 and are taken to be incorporated into 

Schedule 2.  

An application for an exploration licence may extend across both the Bancannia 

Trough and Pondie Range Trough areas. Once submitted, a Competitive Selection 

Application and all associated documents become State records subject to 

obligations under  the  State Records Act 1998 . 

Assessment  and determination  

Competitive Selection Applications  will be assessed by an assessment panel 

(Panel ) established by NSW Resources within the Department of Primary 

Industries and Regional Development , comprising  senior representatives  within 

the Department .  

The Advisory Body for Strategic Release ( ABSR ) established under the Strategic 

Release Framework for Coal and Petroleum Exploration  (December 2017)  will 

consider the Panel’s assessment and make recommendations to the Minister for 

determination of the Competitive Selection Applications . 

Recommendations may include:  

• that one or more Competitive Selection Application s  be considered for the 

grant of an exploration licence under the Petroleum Act for all or part of 

the Western NSW R elease A reas, or  

• that no C ompetitive Selection Application be considered for the grant of 

an exploration licence under the Petroleum Act for either or both of the 
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Bancannia Trough and the Pondie Range Trough  areas  within the Western 

NSW R elease A reas . 

The Minister will make a decision in relation to each Competitive Selection 

Application on its merits. Recommendation s  for the  grant of an exploration 

licence for a Competitive Selection Application does not mean that an exploration 

licence will be granted.  

The Minister is not required to grant an exploration licence in relation to any 

Competitive Selection Application  and may refuse all applications.  

By submitting a Competitive Selection Application, Applicants acknowledge and 

agree that the Application Terms (Terms) set out  below  are required as part of the 

proper governance of the Competitive Selection Process under the Petroleum 

Act . 

 

Terms   

Communication with the Minister or Department  

1. Applicants must not influence or offer inducements, solicit or communicate with 

the Minister or any person representing the Minister or the Department about a 

Competitive Selection Application other than in relation to the Competitive 

Selection Process itself.   

2. Unauthorised communication with the Department, the Minister or the Minister’s 

representatives about the process may jeopardise the integrity of the decision -

making process, and lead to the refusal of an applicant ’s  Competitive Selection 

Application.  

3. Applicants  must not make any public or media statement in relation to the 

Competitive Selection Process, the outcome of the Competitive Selection 

Process, or any other matter referred to in the Competitive Selection Process 

without the prior written consent of the D epartment.  

Disclosure by the Minister or the Department  

4. For the purposes of assessing and determining a Competitive Selection 

Application t he Minister or the Department may, without consent  of the applicant , 

disclose information contained in a Competitive Selection Application to other 

Ministers, Department officers, consultants and advisers as may be necessary to 

evaluate the application . 
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Discretion to determine Applications  

5. The Minister  has unfettered discretion to grant (whether in whole or part), grant 

subject to conditions, or refuse to grant, or to exercise any discretion or other 

powers or actions in relation to Competitive Selection Applications , in accordance 

with the Petroleum Act and law.   

6. The Competitive Selection Process  may result in the Minister determining not to 

grant an  exploration licence in relation to a particular Application or an y 

Application . The Competitive Selection Process  outcome is final . There is no right 

to a review  of a determination.  

Applicant’s further assistance  

7. To allow the Minister to assess the Competitive Selection Applications in 

accordance with the Petroleum Act, Applicants must:  

a. provide all additional information requested by the Minister or  the 

Department  for the purposes of the Competitive Selection Process and 

assessment and determination of the Competitive Selection A pplication ;  

b. provide such additional information or clarification as the Minister  or 

Department requires;  and   

c. do all things reasonably necessary to assist the evaluation of an  application.  

Costs of application  

8.  The Applicant is responsible for all fees and costs relation to the making of the 

Application and the provision of any further assistance in accordance with 6  

above.  
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Introduction 
Invitation to competitive selection process 

The Minister for Natural Resources in New South Wales, Australia, invites applications for the awarding of a 
petroleum exploration licence(s) in respect of the Bancannia Trough and the Pondie Range Trough (Western NSW 
Release Areas) pursuant to a gazetted invitation under the ‘Competitive selection process for petroleum 
prospecting titles’ process in Section 8 and Schedule 1A of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 (Competitive 
Selection Invitation). 

The Release Areas, the subject of the Competitive Selection Invitation, are located in the far west of New South 
Wales (NSW) and collectively cover an area of approximately 22,329 square kilometres. Resource assessments 
completed by the Geological Survey of NSW suggest that the Release Areas are prospective for natural gas.  

The purpose of exploration within the Release Areas would be to locate areas where petroleum resources may be 
present, to establish the quality and quantity of those resources, and to investigate the viability of extracting the 
resources.  

If successful, an applicant will be awarded a petroleum exploration licence within the Release Area for an initial 
period of up to 6 years, pursuant to the Act. More than one applicant may be successful, and multiple licences 
may be granted. 

New areas released for petroleum exploration are to support future domestic gas supply. Future extraction 
following successful exploration will require producers to supply extracted gas to the domestic market. 

Proposals for new production must be assessed consistent with NSW’s legislated emissions reduction targets and 
manage interactions with renewable energy projects and other land uses. 

Application and assessment  

Under section 8 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991, the Competitive Selection Invitation is open to any person 
(individuals and corporate persons). Any proposed foreign investment in Australian resource projects is subject to 
the Australian Government’s Foreign Investment Review Board guidelines and approvals. 

Interested parties are required to submit an application to NSW Resources within the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development in accordance with the gazetted Competitive Selection Invitation 
(‘Competitive Selection Applications’ or ‘applications’ in this Guideline).  

An assessment panel comprising senior representatives within NSW Resources will evaluate the applications. 
Consistent with the Strategic Release Framework for Coal and Petroleum Exploration (December 2017) 
(https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/invest-nsw/nsw-mineral-resources/coal-exploration-and-mining/strategic-
release-framework-for-coal), the Advisory Body for Strategic Release (ABSR) will consider the panel’s assessment 
in accordance with legislation and this Guideline and make recommendations to the Minister for Natural 
Resources (Minister) as to the determination of the applications. 

The Minister may determine to grant petroleum exploration licences to successful applicant(s). The Minister does 
not have to approve any application. Once granted, the continued tenure of the petroleum exploration licence 
during the initial period and any subsequent renewal period will be subject to compliance with title conditions 
and other applicable statutory requirements.  

The closing time and date for applications is 8.00pm AEST 31 July 2026. In person applications must be lodged by 
4:30pm AEST 31 July 2026. Applications will not be accepted after the applicable times. 

Status of this Guideline 

This Guideline forms part of the Competitive Selection Invitation, and under Schedule 1A of the Petroleum 
(Onshore) Act 1991, stipulates information that is to accompany the application in addition to information 
required to accompany the application under Division 1 of Part 3 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991, sets out 
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information as to the process for competitive selection and determine other matters to be considered in the 
assessment of applications made in response to the Competitive Selection Invitation. 

Competitive release area  

Location 

The competitive release area comprises the Bancannia Trough and Pondie Range Trough areas 
which collectively cover approximately 22,329 square kilometres and are prospective for tight and 
conventional gas. 

Bancannia Trough release area 

Size Approximately 16,633 km² 

Location Approximately 29 km east of Broken Hill, primarily extending from the southeast to the 
northwest 

No of Blocks 229 

 

Basin Darling Basin 

 

Pondie Range Trough release area 

Size Approximately 5,696 km² 

Location Approximately 4 km west of Wilcannia extending to the north and west 

No of Blocks 79 

Basin Darling Basin 

 

An application for an exploration licence may extend across both the Bancannia Trough and Pondie Range Trough 
areas.  
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Figure 1 Western NSW Release Areas showing the locations of the competitive release areas, the Bancannia and Pondie Range troughs in the 
Darling Basin.   

Note: Sch1A to the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 does not apply to or in respect of lands within a national park, historic site, 
nature reserve, karst conservation reserve or Aboriginal area under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Accordingly, 
these areas are not subject to the Competitive Selection Invitation. 
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Exempted and excluded areas and other interactions 

Holders of petroleum titles may not exercise rights conferred by the title on land in an ‘exempted area’, except 
with the consent of the Minister. Exempted areas include land reserved for public purposes, including the 
Langidoon-Metford and Mutawintji State Conservation Areas. 

Petroleum titles cannot be granted over ‘excluded areas’, which include areas in an existing petroleum title held 
by a person other than the applicant, or in an earlier application for a petroleum title that that has not been 
withdrawn or otherwise finally disposed of (except for other applications made under the Competitive Selection 
Invitation). 

Applicants should note that the Release Areas overlap with: 

 authorities to explore and mine for minerals under the Mining Act 1992.  

 Native Title claim and determination areas.  

Along with any other legal requirements relating to the exercise of rights under a petroleum exploration licence, 
the right to negotiate process or another Native Title Act pathway may be necessary before exploration can be 
carried out on these areas. 

Land Use 

Land use in and around the potential Western NSW Release Areas is characterised by grazing, dryland and 
irrigated agriculture, mining, tourism and nature conservation uses. The area is classified as arid to semi-arid 
rangelands and has less than 400 mm annual average rainfall. 

The Bancannia Trough potential release area lies within the Unincorporated Far West of NSW and is therefore not 
zoned in accordance with a Local Environmental Plan. NSW Land Use mapping indicates that grazing occupies 
more than 98% of the footprint of the Bancannia Trough potential release area. More than 95% of the Pondie 
Range Trough potential release area is zoned RU1 for primary production.  

The primary agricultural land use in the potential Western NSW Release Areas appears to be low-intensity grazing 
of cattle, sheep and goats. Most of the Western NSW Release Areas and surrounding area are unsuitable for 
intensive agriculture due to low and unpredictable rainfall.  

Infrastructure 

The main road transport links in the region are the Barrier Highway and the Silver City Highway. The Barrier 
Highway is a sealed road that provides a regional connection between Broken Hill, Wilcannia and Cobar, to the 
south of both areas. The Silver City Highway is partially sealed and links Broken Hill with Tibooburra and the 
Queensland border to the north and Mildura to the south. Other major/minor roads in the region, are largely 
unsealed, which limits all-weather road access in these areas.  

The Sydney to Adelaide rail route runs through the southern extent of the Bancannia Trough.  

The potential Western NSW Release Areas are in proximity to the Moomba Sydney Gas Pipeline (Figure 1). 

Geology  

The potential Western NSW Release Areas are situated within the Darling Basin, the largest onshore basin in NSW 
and among the largest in Australia. Located in far western NSW, it represents a structurally complex intracratonic 
basin formed during the Late Silurian to Early Carboniferous periods. Its geological record reflects deposition 
across diverse environments, ranging from marine to fluvial systems. Covering approximately 100,000 km², the 
Darling Basin consists of multiple sub-basins and is thought to preserve up to 8 km of sedimentary strata. The 
Eromanga Basin overlap parts of the Darling Basin in the north, and the Murray Basin overlaps the Darling Basin 
to the south.  
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The fault-bounded sub-basins were initially formed through rifting during episodes of crustal extension and were 
later modified by inversion during subsequent compressional events. Evidence of these processes is preserved in 
fault structures and is identifiable in both gravity and magnetic imagery. The basement rocks are structurally and 
lithologically complex and are of Ordovician, Cambrian and Neoproterozoic age. The Darling Basin is 
geographically constrained by major orogenic belts: the Delamerian and Curnamona orogens to the west, the 
Thomson Orogen to the north, and the Lachlan Orogen along its eastern and southern margins.  

Seismic data across the Darling Basin reveal three major rock packages: 

Winduck Interval (Early Devonian): 

Deposited in a shallow marine environment following the Benambran Orogeny, this unit is characterised by 
carbonate facies confirmed through drilling and supported by palynological evidence. The Winduck Interval 
exceeds 2,500 m in thickness. 

Wanu Kanu Interval (Middle Devonian): 

Predominantly composed of fluvial sediments, this package reflects tectonic reactivation along earlier faults, 
leading to uplift and tilting during the Tabberabberan Orogeny. Localised shallow marine conditions are also 
evident, as indicated by limestone recovered from a well in the Bancannia Trough. The thickness of this unit has 
been interpreted to be up to 3000 m thick.  

Ravensdale Interval (Late Devonian–Early Carboniferous): 

Dominated by foreland basin–style fluvial sedimentation, the Ravensdale Interval is capped by an unconformity 
associated with the Kanimblan–Alice Springs Orogeny. In the Bancannia Trough, its thickness exceeds 2,500 m. 

There is an extensive veneer of Cenozoic sedimentation across the Darling Basin. In the north these sediments are 
generally up to 100-120 m thick and these overlie the Cretaceous sediments of the Eromanga Basin and these 
approach 300 m in thickness at the northern edge of the Darling Basin.  In the south Cenozoic Murray Basin 
sediments approach up to 600 m at the very southern end of the Darling Basin and comprise a thin veneer of 
Quaternary aeolian and fluvio–lacustrine sediments overlie Tertiary fluvial, marginal marine and marine 
sediments.  

Petroleum Resource Potential 

Petroleum exploraƟon in the Darling Basin began in 1956 and several petroleum exploraƟon licences were 
previously granted over parts of the Bancannia Trough and Pondie Range Trough as well as other troughs in the 
Darling Basin. Since the late 1990s, the Geological Survey of NSW and Geoscience Australia have conducted 
seismic surveys and drilling to assess the potenƟal for gas and other petroleum resources in the region.  

Numerous hydrocarbon shows have been recorded in the Darling Basin, highlighting its petroleum potential. The 
hydrocarbon prospectivity varies across individual troughs, with the Bancannia Trough exhibiting the strongest 
indicators and has yielded gas shows and oil seeps, supported by the presence of porous and permeable reservoir 
sands. Newly acquired seismic data indicate the presence of both Ordovician and Early Devonian (Late Silurian?) 
source rocks in the southern art of the Bancannia Trough (Figure 1). The Pondie Range Trough exhibits elements 
of a petroleum system, and both troughs retain a more fronƟer character.  

Five distinct structural and stratigraphic trap types have been identified across the Darling Basin’s troughs. These 
include depositional regime traps (up-dip pinch-outs), carbonate build-ups (reefs), erosional regime traps 
(unconformities), differential compaction traps, and anticlinal structural traps. 

All of these traps may be sourced from potential shales and carbonates of the Winduck interval or older units. The 
current outcrop and well control is limited and does not allow accurate mapping of lithological distribution. Given 
the changes in amplitude observed in seismic data it is believed that several regional intraformational reservoir 
and seal units are present within Devonian units.  
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Available data 

Data Packages and the GIS data for the Western NSW Release Areas have been compiled by the Geological Survey 
of NSW and can be accessed via the Competitive selection process webpage: 
https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/mining-and-exploration/expressions-of-interest/petroleum-exploration-2026  

The data packages contain all relevant available data including petroleum exploration reports, well completion 
reports and associated data, seismic data, soil gas data, historic exploration tenements, geological mapping, 3D 
models, Kingdom seismic projects and geophysical surveys. 

Disclaimer 

The competitive selection process for petroleum exploration titles is governed by the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 
1991 and the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016. The information in this Guideline is intended to support the 
making of an application for a petroleum exploration licence in response to the Competitive Selection Invitation.  
This Guideline does not contain all the information that an applicant may need in preparing and making an 
application in response to the Competitive Selection Invitation.   

As such, potential applicants should: 

 examine and fully acquaint themselves with the legislative framework, the matters set out in this 
Guideline and any other relevant information before making an application, to ensure they understand all 
matters including relating to the competitive release process, the granting of a petroleum exploration 
licence, and the responsibilities of a title holder; and 

 seek independent technical and legal advice as required.  

Participation in the Competitive Selection Invitation is at the sole cost and risk of the applicant. The Competitive 
Selection Invitation process does not guarantee that a petroleum exploration licence will be issued to an 
applicant, or to any applicant, as the Minister may deal with and determine all applications in accordance with the 
provisions of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 through refusal of all applications. 

Disclosure of information  

Records of applications for exploration are published on the NSW Mining Title Register (MTR) which is a public 
register of exploration and mining or production titles. The MTR publishes a daily record of all applications and 
titles, as well as applications that are granted, renewed, transferred or cancelled under the associated Acts. 

All applications as part of this Competitive Selection Invitation process will be published on the MTR when the 
application period closes. 

Competitive Selection Process 

General information 

Table 1 below sets out key information to assist applicants to prepare and submit an application as part of the 
Competitive Selection Invitation process for a petroleum exploration licence(s) in the Release Areas. 

Table 1 – Key information   

Item Information 

Competitive Selection Process Timeframes 

Applications open 1 May 2026 

Applications close  8.00pm AEST 31 July 2026.  
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Table 1 – Key information   

Any application made in person must be lodged by 4:30pm AEST 31 July 2026 

Contact 

Competitive Selection 
Process inquiries 

All queries should be made to:  

NSW Resources – Assessments and Systems 

P: +61 2 4063 6600 (8.30am – 4.30pm) 

E: competitiverelease.petroleum@dpird.nsw.gov.au 

Lodging application 

Petroleum Exploration 
Licence Forms 

 Competitive Selection Application for a petroleum exploration licence form 

 Work Program form  

 Statements of Compliance, Environmental Performance and Financial History 

 Technical Manager form 

Application lodgement 
details 

Applications must be lodged either: 

 via email to competitiverelease.petroleum@dpird.nsw.gov.au 

 by post to PO Box 344, Hunter Region Mail Centre, NSW 2310 

 or in person at 516 High Street, Maitland, NSW, Australia.  

Competitive Selection Applications lodged after the Closing Date and Time will be 
deemed to be a late application. An application made by post will be deemed to 
have been lodged at 9:30am AEST on the date it is received by the department.  

Fees An application for a petroleum exploration licence must be accompanied by an 
application fee as prescribed by the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016. 

Term of Petroleum Exploration Licence (PEL) 

Term of PEL Term of up to 6 years  

Area of Petroleum Exploration Licence (PEL) 

Area of PEL Maximum area of 140 blocks 

Minimum area of 1 block 

Legislative framework and other considerations 

Relevant legislation Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 

Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016 

Land access 

 

Prospecting cannot occur unless a written access arrangement is in place consistent 
with Part 4A of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 and the Code of Practice for Land 
Access. 

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/mining-and-exploration/expressions-of-
interest/petroleum-exploration-2026 
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Table 1 – Key information   

Community 
Consultation  

Title holders must comply with the Exploration Code of Practice: Community 
Consultation 

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/mining-and-exploration/expressions-of-
interest/petroleum-exploration-2026  

Exploration activity 
approvals 

Holders of a PEL must not carry out an ‘assessable prospecting operation’ unless an 
activity approval has been obtained from the Minister (or delegate).  

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/mining-and-exploration/expressions-of-
interest/petroleum-exploration-2026  

Exploration 
Rehabilitation 
obligations 

 

All exploration licence holders are required to lodge a security deposit to cover the 
NSW Government’s full costs in undertaking rehabilitation in the event of default by 
the title holder.  

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/mining-and-exploration/expressions-of-
interest/petroleum-exploration-2026  

Native Title  In NSW all licence holders must not prospect on any land or waters within the 
exploration area on which native title has not been extinguished under the Native 
Title Act 1993 (Cth) without the prior written consent of the Minister.  

Applicants for new petroleum exploration licences (PELs) have several options 
available to comply with the Native Title Act 

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/mining-and-exploration/native-title  

Application Requirements and Assessment Criteria 

Applications in response to the Competitive Selection Invitation must comply with the provisions of the Petroleum 
(Onshore) Act 1991 and the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016. This means they must meet the requirements 
of section 13 (Plans), section 14 (Proposed Work Program) and section 15 (Evidence of Financial Capability) of the 
Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991. Under Schedule 1A of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991, the Minister can include 
such information as to the process for competitive selection as the Minister considers appropriate.  
 
Under Schedule 1 A to the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991, the Minister can determine additional matters that are 
to be considered in the Competitive Selection Process and the weight or emphasis to be given to those matters. 
These will form part of the assessment and determination as to whether or not to grant exploration licence(s). In 
this Competitive Selection Invitation, the Minister: 

 does not prescribe weighting to any application requirement in Table 2 or any Competitive Release Process 
Assessment Criteria in Table 3;  

 does not prescribe this as a factor that is a relevant consideration in the Competitive Selection Process under 
clause 5(3) of Schedule 1A to the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991, nor does the Minister require an undertaking 
that an applicant will pay an amount of consideration for the grant of an exploration licence under clause 5(1) 
of Schedule 1A to the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991; and 

 places an emphasis on the ‘Competitive release process criterion’ in Table 3 as part of the Minister’s overall 
assessment of the applications, in that this criterion will be a key assessment criterion used to determine 
which applications which may be successful and unsuccessful where all applications meet other criteria on a 
‘pass / fail’ basis. 
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Table 2 below outlines the Application Requirements 

 

Table 2 – Application Requirements  

Criteria  Description 

Application fee An application for a petroleum title must be accompanied by an 
application fee, as prescribed by the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 
2016. 

Other Provision of map or plan  

 An application for a petroleum title must be accompanied by a 
map or plan, drawn in accordance with the Petroleum (Onshore) 
Regulation 2016, on which there is delineated the boundaries of 
the area to which the title is intended to apply 

 Work program 

 An application for a petroleum title must be accompanied by a 
work program that: 

o indicates the nature and extent of operations to be 
carried out under the authority conferred by the relevant 
petroleum title  

o sets out commitments relating to the conduct of those 
operations (such as the timing of the operations); 

o provides for the carrying out of activities (such as 
community consultation and environmental management 
and rehabilitation) in connection with, or ancillary to, 
those operations; and 

o complies with the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016 

 Capability 

An application for a petroleum title must be accompanied by: 

a. evidence of the financial capability of the applicant 
b. evidence of the technical capability of the applicant and the 

applicant’s technical advisors 
c. evidence of the ability of the applicant to comply with the 

provisions of the Act and the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 
2016 relating to exploration licences 

 

Competitive Selection Applications that meet the above requirements will be assessed in accordance with the 
Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 having regard to the proposed work program submitted in support of the 
application and the financial, technical and management capability, other required information, and the 
‘Competitive Release Process Assessment Criteria’ set out in Table 3 below. 
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Table 3 – Competitive Release Process Assessment Criteria 

Criteria  Description 

Competitive release process criterion 

Competitive release process criterion Ability to deliver an effective work program in a timely manner. 

Preference will be given to work programs proposing a greater level of 
prospecting activity carried out during the whole the term of the 
licence, with early commencement of exploration activities as soon as 
practicable following the granting of an exploration licence.  
 

Financial Technical and Management Criteria  

Financial capability Demonstrated financial capability to carry out the proposed work 
program 

Technical capability Demonstrated technical ability of the applicant and of the applicant’s 
technical advisers to carry out the proposed work program 

Management capability Demonstrated ability of the applicant to comply with the provisions of 
Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 and the Petroleum (Onshore) 
Regulation 2016 relating to the petroleum title for which application 
is made 

Work program criteria Extent to which the proposed work program: 

 indicates the nature and extent of operations to be carried out 
under the authority conferred by the relevant petroleum title  

 sets out commitments relating to the conduct of those operations 
(such as the timing of the operations); 

 provides for the carrying out of activities (such as community 
consultation and environmental management and rehabilitation) 
in connection with, or ancillary to, those operations; and 

 complies with the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016 

Compliance Extent to which the Applicant, and where the Applicant is a body 
corporate any director of the body corporate or any related body 
corporate has a satisfactory compliance history 

Competitive Selection Process  

Detail of the process determined by the Minister for the competitive selection process is below: 

Step 1. Applicants submit their application  

 Prospective applicants prepare their application using the approved form ‘PEL1: Competitive Selection 
Application for a petroleum exploration licence’ available on the NSW Resources website. 

 Applications must:  

— be made by a person (individual or corporate person)  
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— be made using the required forms and in the required format  

— be completed in full and include all required and relevant supporting documentation 

— comply with the provisions of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 and the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 
2016 relating to the petroleum title for which application is made and in accordance with this Guideline 

— be accompanied by the application fee  

 Applications must be lodged before the closing date and time. 

 Applications may be lodged  

—  via email to competitiverelease.petroleum@dpird.nsw.gov.au 

— by post to PO Box 344, Hunter Region Mail Centre, NSW 2310 

—  or in person at 516 High Street, Maitland, NSW, Australia.  

 Applications may be withdrawn via written notice lodged in one of the manners above i.e. an application 
made in post may be withdrawn by email. 

Step 2. Competitive Selection Applications are assessed for eligibility  

 The Department will conduct an initial review to confirm whether the application meets mandatory 
application requirements.  

 The Department will notify an applicant if its application does not meet the mandatory application 
requirements and is refused on that basis under Schedule 1A of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991. 

 The Department may invite the applicant to rectify, or to make submissions in relation to the proposed 
refusal, including to provide mandatory application documents which were not previously submitted. If this 
information is not provided within the requested timeframe, which will be set having regard to 
expeditiousness and fairness to other applicants, the application may be refused without further notice. 

Step 3. Competitive Selection Applications are submitted to the assessment panel for review  

 The assessment panel will review all applications which meet mandatory application requirements in 
accordance with the Competitive Release Process Criteria outlined in Table 3 and the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 
1991 and the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016.  

 The assessment panel will produce an assessment report based on the above for submission to the ABSR. 

 During assessment, the Department may ask applicants for more information. If information is not provided 
within the requested timeframe the application may be refused. 

Step 4. The ABSR makes recommendations  

 The ABSR will consider the assessment panel’s report, each application assessed and its associated 
documentation and make recommendations to the Minister for Natural Resources as to the determination of 
the applications in accordance with the Competitive Release Process Criteria outlined in Table 3 and the 
Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 and the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016.   

 The ABSR may ask the assessment panel questions in relation to the assessment or any application and may 
request that the Department asks applicants for more information, or provides further assessment, to assist 
the ABSR in finalising its recommendations to the Minister.  

Step 5. Minister considers recommendations of the Advisory Body 

 The Minister for Natural Resources considers the ABSR’s recommendation, the assessment panel’s report, 
and each application assessed and its associated documentation, in the context of the Competitive Release 
Process Criteria outlined in Table 3 and determines the applications in accordance with the Petroleum 
(Onshore) Act 1991, including Schedule 1A, and the Petroleum (Onshore) Regulation 2016.  
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 The Minister’s determination of the applications is final and not subject to any internal review.   

Step 6. Notification of successful application and determination 

 The Minister will notify any successful applicant(s) of their proposed decision to award the petroleum 
exploration licence. 

 The successful applicant, within 30 days of notice of any proposed decision, is required to pay all required 
fees as stipulated in the proposed decision under the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 and the Petroleum 
(Onshore) Regulation 2016 including:  

— Rehabilitation security deposit of $10,000  

— Annual rental fee - $60 per block  

— Annual administrative levy - one percent of the security deposit amount payable  

— Title fee of $15,000 for a term over 3 years or $10,000 for a term less than 3 years (due on grant of title) 

 Subject to the above conditions being met, the Minister will grant the petroleum exploration licence(s) by 
way of instrument and inform the successful applicant(s). 

 Notice of successful applicants will be published in NSW Government Gazette and the MTR. 

Step 7. Notification of unsuccessful application 

 Unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing of the refusal of their Competitive Selection Application.  

 Notice of refusals will be published in NSW Government Gazette 

Note: 

 A competitive selection process does not guarantee that a petroleum prospecting title will be granted as the 
Minister can refuse all competing applications. 
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