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Notice of listing Star Hotel (King Street Building) SHR 02117 
on the State Heritage Register under the Heritage Act 1977 
 
In pursuance of section 37(1)(b) of the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW), the Heritage Council 
gives notice that the item of environmental heritage specified in Schedule “A” has been 
listed on the State Heritage Register in accordance with the decision of the Minister for 
Heritage made on 29 April 2026 to direct the listing. This listing applies to the curtilage 
or site of the item, being the land described in Schedule B. 
 
The listing takes effect on the date this notice is published in the NSW Government 
Gazette. 
 
 
 
Heritage Council of New South Wales 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE A 
 

The item known as Star Hotel (King Street Building), situated on the land described 
in Schedule “B”. 
 

 
SCHEDULE B 

 
All those pieces or parcels of land known as Lots 1, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 32 and 33 
and sections of common property that comprise part of Strata Plan (SP) 90190 in 
Parish of Newcastle, County of Northumberland shown on the plan catalogued HC 
3354 in the office of the Heritage Council of New South Wales. 
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Exemption order for Star Hotel (King Street Building) listing on the 
State Heritage Register (SHR 02117) under the Heritage Act 1977 
 

I, Penny Sharpe, the Minister for Heritage, on the recommendation of the Heritage Council of 
NSW dated 2 September 2025, make the following order under section 57(2) of the Heritage 
Act 1977 (the Act) granting an exemption from section 57(1) of the Act in respect of the 
engaging in or carrying out of any activities described in Schedule C by the owner, manager, 
mortgagee or lessee (or persons authorised by the owner or manager) of the item described 
in Schedule A on the land identified in Schedule B. 

This order takes effect on the date it is published in the NSW Government Gazette. 
 
 

Dated this 29th day of April 2026. 

 

 

The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC 

Minister for Heritage 
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SCHEDULE A 

The item known as Star Hotel (King Street Building) SHR 02117, situated on the land 
described in Schedule B. 

 

SCHEDULE B 

The item known as Star Hotel (King Street Building) SHR 02117, located as identified on the 
plan catalogued Heritage Council Plan 3354 in the office of the Heritage Council of NSW. 
 
 

SCHEDULE C 

The following specified activities/works to an item do not require approval under section 
57(1) of the Heritage Act 1977. 
 
The follow exemptions apply in addition to the ‘standard exemptions’ for items listed on the 
State Heritage Register made under section 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977 and published in 
the NSW Government Gazette. 
 
GENERAL CONDITIONS 
These general conditions apply to the use of all the site specific exemptions: 

a) If a conservation management plan (CMP) is prepared for the item, it must meet the 
following conditions: 

i. It must be prepared by a suitably qualified and experienced heritage 
professional. 

ii. It must be prepared in accordance with the requirements for a detailed and 
best practice CMP as outlined in the Heritage Council of NSW document 
Statement of best practice for conservation management plans (2021) or any 
subsequent document prepared to replace or supplement this document. 

iii. It must be consistent with the Heritage Council of NSW documents: 
Guidance on developing a conservation management plan (2021) and 
Conservation Management Plan checklist (2021) or any subsequent 
document prepared to replace or supplement this document.  

b) Anything done under the site specific exemptions must be carried out by people with 
knowledge, skills and experience appropriate to the work. 

c) The site specific exemptions do not permit the removal of relics or Aboriginal objects. 
If relics are discovered, work must cease in the affected area and the Heritage 
Council of NSW must be notified in writing in accordance with section 146 of the 
Heritage Act 1977. Depending on the nature of the discovery, assessment and an 
excavation permit may be required prior to the recommencement of work in the 
affected area. If any Aboriginal objects are discovered, excavation or disturbance is 
to cease, and Heritage NSW must be notified in accordance with section 89A of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Aboriginal object has the same meaning as in 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

d) Activities/works that do not fit within the exemptions described in this document or 
the ‘standard exemptions’ for items listed on the State Heritage Register made under 
section 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977, and published in the NSW Government 
Gazette, would require an approval under the Heritage Act 1977.  

e) The site specific exemptions are self-assessed. It is the responsibility of a proponent 
to ensure that the proposed activities/works fall within the site specific exemptions. 
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f) The proponent is responsible for ensuring that any activities/works undertaken by 
them, or with their landowner’s consent, meet all the required conditions and have all 
necessary approvals. 

g) Proponents must keep records of any activities/works for auditing and compliance 
purposes by the Heritage Council of NSW. Where advice of a suitably qualified and 
experienced professional has been sought, a record of that advice must be kept. 
Records must be kept in a current readable electronic file or hard copy for a 
reasonable time. 

h) The site specific exemptions under the Heritage Act 1977 are not authorisations, 
approvals, or exemptions for the activities/works under any other legislation, Local 
Government and State Government requirements (including, but not limited to, the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1974), or construction codes. 

i) The site specific exemptions under the Heritage Act 1977 do not constitute 
satisfaction of the relevant provisions of the National Construction Code for ancillary 
works. Activities or work undertaken pursuant to a site specific exemption must not, if 
it relates to an existing building, cause the building to contravene the National 
Construction Code. 

j) In these exemptions, words have the same meaning as in the Heritage Act 1977 or 
the relevant guidelines, unless otherwise indicated. Where there is an inconsistency 
between relevant guidelines and these exemptions, these exemptions prevail to the 
extent of the inconsistency. Where there is an inconsistency between either relevant 
guidelines or these exemptions and the Heritage Act 1977, the Act will prevail.  

k) Where relevant The Heritage Manual (1996, Heritage Office and Department of 
Urban Affairs and Planning) and The Maintenance Series (1996 republished 2004, 
NSW Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs & Planning) guidelines or any 
subsequent documents prepared to replace or supplement these documents, must 
be complied with when undertaking any activities/ works on an item. 

EXEMPTION 1: APPROVED WORKS 
Specified activities/ works: 

a) All works and activities which are in accordance with a current development consent, 
and related modifications in force at the date of gazettal of these exemptions. 

EXEMPTION 2: INTERIOR 
Specified activities/ works: 

a) All internal works relating to changes to structures, layout, surfaces, volumes, fixtures 
and services (including changes to positioning, materials and size of partitions, doors 
and walls, and upgrades of bathrooms, kitchens and hospitality fit outs). 

b) All repair or replacement of internal fabric. 

Relevant standards: 
i. Works must not impact the King Street or Devonshire Street boundary walls, facades 

or parapets.  
ii. Works must not alter window size or location on the second level of the King Street 

facade or on the first or second levels on the Devonshire Street facade.  
iii. Repairs or upgrades to services through or along the King Street or Devonshire 

Street boundary walls must minimise new penetrations and use existing penetrations 
or mortar joints where possible. 
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EXEMPTION 3: ROOF AND RAINWATER GOODS 
Specified activities/ works: 

a) Maintenance, repair or upgrade of the roof, roof fittings, rainwater goods and roof 
safety access equipment. 

Relevant standards: 
i. Any replacement or upgrade of the roof must respect the heritage significance of the 

item.  
ii. Works must avoid or minimise impacts to any significant fabric that abuts the roof.  
iii. The fixing of upgraded rainwater goods on the King Street and Devonshire Street 

facades must use existing penetrations or mortar joints. New penetrations should 
only be introduced to ensure stability where necessary as a result of deteriorated 
fabric. 

iv. Upgrade of rainwater goods at King Street or on the corner of the side lane with 
Devonshire Street must generally follow their current or historic form, location and 
configuration. 

v. Upgraded rainheads or downpipes can be larger in dimension as long as they 
conform to relevant standard iii in all other respects.  

EXEMPTION 4: KING STREET AND DEVONSHIRE STREET FACADES (SIGNIFICANT 
AND NON-SIGNIFICANT FABRIC) 
Specified activities/ works: 

a) Repair or like-for-like replacement of significant external fabric and finishes (including 
lintels, brickwork and pebbledash) where intervention is necessary to prevent further 
degradation or to correct safety issues associated with building fabric. 

b) Repainting using the existing colour scheme or change of colour to an earlier 
scheme. 

c) Removal or replacement of non-significant fabric, comprising non-original 
components, which include window frames, glazing, awnings, downpipes and 
rainheads, tiles, paint and render, signage and services.  

d) Erection of temporary hoardings and scaffolding associated with repair or restoration 
of facades, windows, roof sheeting or drainage.  
 

Relevant standards: 
i. Works must not result in irreversible impact to significant views, features, finishes or 

fabric.  
ii. Works must use existing penetrations or mortar joints. New penetrations should only 

be introduced to ensure stability where necessary as a result of deteriorated fabric. 
iii. Like-for-like replacement of significant fabric must only occur when the original fabric 

has deteriorated beyond repair. 
iv. Works must not alter window size or location on the second level of the King Street 

facade or on the first or second levels on the Devonshire Street facade.  
v. Restoration works must be undertaken under the supervision of a suitably qualified 

and experienced heritage professional. 

EXEMPTION 5: NORTHERN AND WESTERN FACADES (NON-SIGNIFICANT FABRIC) 
Specified activities/ works: 

a) All maintenance, upgrade, repair or replacement works.  
b) Repainting using the existing colour scheme or change of colour to an earlier 

scheme. 
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c) Erection of temporary hoardings and scaffolding associated with maintenance of 
facades, windows, roof sheeting and drainage for the duration of works. 

Relevant standards: 
i. Works must not impact significant views, features or fabric.  
ii. Works must minimise penetrations and use existing penetrations or mortar joints 

where possible. 

EXEMPTION 6: EXTERNAL SIGNAGE, LIGHTING AND DECORATION 
Specified activities/ works: 

a) Installation of non-illuminated signage for wayfinding or promotion of activities. 
b) Like-for-like replacement or removal of non-illuminated and illuminated signs. 
c) Replacement or removal of festoon lighting, fairy lights and bunting. 

 
Relevant standards: 

i. Signage, lighting and decoration must not be fixed to, nor obstruct views of, the 
second level or parapets of the King Street and Devonshire Street facades. 

ii. Activities must use existing penetrations when attached to significant fabric. 
iii. Fixtures must be reversible. 
iv. Signage must not be digital. 

 
EXEMPTION 7: TEMPORARY FENCING 
 
Specified activities/ works: 

a) Erection of temporary fencing for events which will not impact the significant fabric of 
the building and is reversible.  

Relevant standards: 
i. Fencing must not involve penetrations in significant fabric. 
ii. The meaning of temporary is to be determined at the discretion of lessees and 

owners. 
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