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New South Wales 
 

Notice of Extension of Management Plans 2026 
under the 

 
Water Management Act 2000 

 
 
I, the Honourable Rose Jackson MLC, Minister for Water, give notice under section 43A(6) 
of the Water Management Act 2000, to extend each management plan listed in Schedule 1 
until whichever occurs first: 

(a) the commencement of a corresponding replacement management plan, or 
(b) the second anniversary of the date the plan would otherwise have expired.  

 

 

 

Dated this 19th day of June 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSE JACKSON MLC 
Minister for Water 

 
 
 
 
 
Explanatory note 
This notice is made under section 43A(6) of the Water Management Act 2000. The purpose 
of this notice is to extend the management plans listed in Schedule 1 until the 
commencement of corresponding replacement management plans, or until the second 
anniversary of the date the plans would otherwise have expired, whichever occurs sooner. 
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Schedule 1 Management plans extended by this notice 
 

[1] Water Sharing Plan for the Duea River and Clyde River Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 

2016 

[2] Water Sharing Plan for the Lachlan Regulated River Water Source 2016 

[3] Water Sharing Plan for the Snowy Genoa Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 2016 

[4] Water Sharing Plan for the Tuross Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 2016 
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ENERGY AND UTILITIES ADMINISTRATION (WATER CONTRIBUTION) ORDER 
2026 

Energy and Utilities Administration Act 1987 

I, Penny Sharpe, Minister for Climate Change and Minister for Energy, with the 
concurrence of the Hon Rose Jackson MLC, Minister for Water, make the following 
Order under section 34J of the Energy and Utilities Administration Act 1987. 

,,-
Dated \ '8 ::3"\Jt,...;a c. 2026 

The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC 

Minister for Climate Change, Minister for Energy 

Explanatory note 

Section 34J of the Energy and Utilities Administration Act 1987 provides that the Minister may, by 
order published in the Gazette, require any one or more State water agencies to make an annual 
contribution for a specified financial year to the Climate Change Fund. The purpose of this Order is to 
require Sydney Water Corporation, a State water agency, to make an annual contribution to the 
Climate Change Fund for the financial year commencing 1 July 2026. 
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1. Name of Order 

This Order is the Energy and Utilities Administration (Water Contribution) Order 2026. 

2. Commencement 

This Order commences and takes effect on the date that ii is published in the 
Gazette. 

3. Interpretation 

The Explanatory Note to this Order does not form part of the Order. 

4. Definitions 

Climate Change Fund means the Climate Change Fund established under section 
34E of the Energy and Utilities Administration Act 1987. 

State water agency means the State water agency listed in column 1 of Schedule 1. 

5. Annual contribution 

(1) The State water agency is required to make an annual contribution to the Climate 
Change Fund for the financial year commencing 1 July 2026. 

(2) The amount of the annual contribution to be paid by the State water agency is as 
set out in column 2 of Schedule 1. 

6. Time for payment 

The annual contribution is to be paid by quarterly instalments (each being equal to 
one-fourth of the annual contribution payable) on or before the first day of August 
2026, November 2026, February 2027, and May 2027. 

Schedule 1 

Column 1 

State water agency 

Sydney Water Corporation 

Column 2 

Contribution for 2026-27 

$5.425 million 
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Schedule of Water & Sewerage Charges 
Effective from 1 July 2026 

 
Under Section 310 of the Water Management Act 2000 and Regulations, Essential Energy is required to set 
the maximum scale of charges to apply for the 12 months commencing on 1 July 2026 (in accordance with 
the IPART Determination and Final Report dated June 2026), as follows: 

SCHEDULE 1 – WATER SUPPLY CHARGES 

RESIDENTIAL - BROKEN HILL, MENINDEE, SUNSET STRIP and SILVERTON 
Access Charge  Usage Charge 

Water Service Charge 
Annual 
Access 

Charge ($) 
  Charge cents / kL 

    
All meter sizes $493.35  Treated Water Usage Charge  
   Any measured amount 234 c/kL 
     
Unmetered Property   Untreated Water Usage Charge  
All properties to be levied $493.35 per property plus 
a deemed consumption of 300kL per annum 

 Any measured amount 205 c/kL 

     
Unconnected Property  Chlorinated Water Usage Charge  
All properties not connected to the water supply 
system - no charge 

 Any measured amount 205 c/kL 

    

PIPELINE CUSTOMERS 
Access Charge  Usage Charge 

Nominal Size of  
Water Service 

Annual 
Access 

Charge ($) 

  
Charge cents / kL 

   Untreated Water Usage Charge 
20mm $622.83  Any measured amount 184 c/kL 
25mm $973.17    
32mm $1,594.44    
40mm $2,491.32    
50mm $3,892.69    
80mm $9,965.28    
100mm $15,570.75    
150mm $35,034.19    
For meter sizes not 
specified above: 

(Meter Size)2 x 
(20mm service 
charge) ÷ 400 

   

     

NON RESIDENTIAL - BROKEN HILL, MENINDEE, SUNSET STRIP and SILVERTON 
Access Charge  Usage Charge 

Nominal Size of  
Water Service 

Annual 
Access 

Charge ($) 

  
Charge cents / kL 

   Treated Water Usage Charge 
20mm $622.83  Any measured amount 234 c/kL 
25mm $973.17    
32mm $1,594.44  Untreated Water Usage Charge  
40mm $2,491.32  Any measured amount 205 c/kL 
50mm $3,892.69   
80mm $9,965.28  Chlorinated Water Usage Charge  
100mm $15,570.75  Any measure amount 205 c/kL 
150mm $35,034.19   
For meter sizes not 
specified above: 

(Meter Size)2 x 
(20mm service 
charge) ÷ 400 

   

     
Unmetered Property     
All properties to be levied $622.83 per property plus 
a deemed consumption of 300kL per annum 

   

    
Unconnected Property – Vacant Land    
All properties not connected to the water supply 
system – no charge 
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OPERATING MINES 

     
Operating Mine Annual Access  

Charge ($) 
 

  
Perilya Broken Hill Ltd $4,374,758.28  
CBH Resources Ltd $1,055,253.66  
     
Water Usage Charge 
Water usage charge of 234 cents/kL for all treated water usage.  

 
Water usage charge of 205 cents/kL for all untreated water usage. 

 

SCHEDULE 2 – SEWERAGE and TRADE WASTE CHARGES 

SEWERAGE SERVICE CHARGES CITY OF BROKEN HILL 

 

Residential Land:  The service charge shall be a fixed charge of $691.02 per customer service 

connection per year.  In respect of any chargeable land used as the site of a block of company or 

community title units or flats shall be treated as a single non-residential assessment.  

Unmetered Residential property:  The service charge shall be a fixed charge of $691.02 per property. 

Non Residential Land:   

Sewer Access Charge 
Nominal Size of Service Annual Access Charge ($) 
  
20mm $972.87 
25mm $1,520.11 
32mm $2,490.55 

40mm $3,891.48 
50mm $6,080.44 
80mm $15,565.92 
100mm $24,321.75 
150mm $54,723.94 
For meter sizes not 
specified above: 

(Meter Size)2 x (20mm service 
charge) ÷ 400 

  
Sewer Usage Charge  
All kilolitres 167 c/kL 
  
Sewer Discharge Factor  
An appropriate sewer discharge factor is applied to the final 
sewerage calculation for non-residential customers. 

 

Non Residential Property served by one or more Common Meters in a Mixed Multi-Premise: The 

service charge shall be a fixed charge of $828.55 per customer service connection per year. 

Unmetered Non Residential property:  The service charge shall be a fixed charge of $828.55 per 

property. 

Unconnected property:  All properties not connected to the sewerage system – no charge. 

SEWERAGE AND TRADE WASTE CHARGES FOR EACH OPERATING MINE 

Residential:  The sewerage service charge for mining company houses shall be $691.02 per house. 

Non-residential:  The sewerage service charge shall be the non-residential service charge based on 

the water supply service connection meter size.  The sewer usage charge shall be 167 cents/kL of non-

residential discharge to the sewerage system. 

Trade waste:   Annual trade waste fee shall be $2,092.66 for each operating mine. 

Applicable trade waste usage charge or excess mass charge as detailed below. 

These charges will apply until a liquid trade waste agreement has been implemented. 
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WATER AND SEWERAGE CHARGES IN RESPECT OF LANDS EXEMPT UNDER SCHEDULE 4 

i) Water - Land which is exempt from service access charges under Schedule 4 of the Act; shall 

be charged as follows: 

Treated Water Usage Charge  

any measured amount  234 cents/kL 

 

Untreated Water Usage Charge  

any measured amount  205 cents/kL 

 

Chlorinated Water Usage Charge 

any measured amount  205 cents/kL 

 

ii) Sewer - Land which is exempt from service access charges under Schedule 4 of the Act; shall 

be charged on the sewer usage charge of 167 cents/kL times by the relevant Sewer Discharge 

Factor as per the DPE Liquid Trade Waste Management Guidelines 2021. 

 

TRADE WASTE CHARGES FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS CITY OF BROKEN HILL 

 

Trade Waste Charges 
 

Category 1 (Low Risk. Nil or only minimal liquid trade waste pre-treatment equipment 
required) 
Trade Waste application fee $308.24 
Annual Trade Waste Fee (does not apply to a 
Mining Customer) ($ per year) 

$123.24 

Reinspection Fee $117.09 
Non-compliant Trade Waste usage charge $1.87/kL 
  

Category 1a (Low Risk. Require more sophisticated prescribed liquid trade waste pre-
treatment equipment) 
Trade Waste application fee $308.24 
Annual Trade Waste Fee (does not apply to a 
Mining Customer) ($ per year) 

$123.24 

Reinspection Fee $117.09 
Non-compliant Trade Waste usage charge $1.87/kL 
  
Category 2 (Medium Risk. Require prescribed liquid trade waste pre-treatment equipment) 
Trade Waste application fee $308.24 
Annual Trade Waste Fee (does not apply to a 
Mining Customer) ($ per year) 

$246.49 

Re-inspection Fee $117.09 
Compliant Trade Waste Usage Charge  $1.87/kL 
Non-compliant Trade Waste usage charge $16.96/kL 
  
Annual food waste disposal charge ($ per 
year) 

$43.14 

  
  
Category 3 (High Risk. Industrial and large volume dischargers) 
Trade Waste application fee $308.24 
Annual Trade Waste Fee (does not apply to a 
Mining Customer) ($ per year) 

$831.92 

Re-inspection Fee $117.09 
Non-compliant excess mass charge   As per Trade Waste Policy 
Charge for exceeding approved pH Range As per Trade Waste Policy 
Charge for exceeding approved BOD Range As per Trade Waste Policy 
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Excess Mass Charges $/kg 

Ammonia (as N) $2.47 

Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) $0.83 

Cadmium $27.61 

Chromium $27.61 

Copper $16.96 

Cyanide $83.81 

Fluoride $4.14 

Lead $41.41 

Methylene blue active substances (MBAS) $0.83 

Nickel $27.61 

Nitrogen (Total Kjeldahl nitrogen less ammonia) (as N) $0.83 

Oil and grease (total O&G) $1.52 

Petroleum hydrocarbons $2.81 

Phosphorous (total P) $1.72 

Sulphate (SO4) $0.39 

Suspended solids (SS) $1.08 

Total dissolved solids (TDS) $0.25 

Zinc $16.96 

Non-compliant Excess Mass Charge Essential Energy Policy for the Discharge of 

Liquid Trade Waste 
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ANCILLARY AND MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES 

Service 

No. 

Description 

 

2026/2027 Charge  

(excl. GST) 

1 Conveyancing Certificate 

Statement of outstanding charges 

 

 (a) Full Certificate with Meter Read $96.05 

 (b) Updated Meter Read Request (Special Meter Read) $71.99 

 (c) Urgent Full Certificate with Meter Read (within 48 

hours) $166.47 

2 Meter Test (Refunded if meter is +/- 3%) $99.83 

3 Drainage Diagram $28.16 

4 Plumbing Inspection $46.57 

5 Plumber’s Application $49.75 

6 Site inspection for water and sewerage $159.97 

7 Statement of available water pressure $504.22 

8 Building plan approval - extension $44.94 

9 Building plan approval – new connection $67.90 

10 Fire Service application $118.75 

11 Relocation/Increase in size of water service (Tapping Fee) $114.98 

12 Backflow Prevention Device Testing and Certification (Per 

Hour plus Materials) 

$139.87 per hour 

13 Install Water Service  

 (a) 20mm Service up to 3 metres $985.85 

 (b) 20mm Service over 3 metres and less than 30 

metres $2,543.96 

 (c) All Others  By Quotation 

14 Downgrade Meter Size  

 (a) 25mm to 20mm $139.87 

 (b) All Others By Quotation 

15 Repair Damaged Water Service  

 (a) First repair with five year period Nil 

 (b) Second and subsequent repairs (Per Hour plus 

Materials) 

$139.87 per hour 

16 Rectification of Illegal Service $308.24 

17 Replace Damaged Water Meter  

 (a) First replacement in a five year period Nil 

 (b) 20mm $148.26 

 (c) 25mm $292.64 

 (d) 32mm $425.29 

 (e) 40mm $1,024.85 

 (f) 50mm $1,278.48 

 (g) 80mm $1,404.64 

 (h) 100mm or greater By Quotation 
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Service 

No. 

Description 

 

2026/2027 Charge  

(excl. GST) 

18 Water Service Disconnection  

 (a) First disconnect in a one year period Nil 

 (b) Capping $123.63 

 (c) 20mm to 25mm $206.81 

 (d) 32mm or greater By Quotation 

 (e) Bitumen Repairs (minimum 1 metre) $104.10 per metre 

19 Water Service Reconnection  

 (a) First reconnect in a one year period Nil 

 (b) Un-Capping $132.67 

 (c) 20mm to 25mm $222.41 

 (d) 32mm or greater By Quotation 

 (e) Bitumen Repairs (minimum 1 metre) $104.10 per metre 

20 Asset Location  

 (a) Major or Critical Infrastructure  $139.87 per hour 

 (b) Minor or Non Critical Initial Location Nil 

 (c) Re-inspect Asset Location $139.87 per hour 

21 Standpipe Hire  

 (a) Monthly (Minimum Charge) $40.96 

 (b) Annually $491.62 

 (c) Water Usage Charges  

 i. Treated $2.34 per kL 

 ii. Untreated 

(d) Connection fee (to cover account set up, key and 

swipe card) 

$2.08 per kL 

$40.96 

22 Personal Service of Final Warning Notice $28.02 

23 Water Reconnections – after restrictions  

 (a) During business hours $139.87 

 (b) After business hours $200.55 

24 Reprint of statement and send by mail $36.78 

25 Alter Existing Water Service 

Actual Cost 

 

By Quotation 

 

26 Relocate Existing Stop Valve or Hydrant By Quotation 

27 Replace Water Main before Customer Installations By Quotation 
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Maximum prices for water, wastewater and other services supplied by Central Coast Council from 1 July 2026 ii 

Acknowledgment of Country  

IPART acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where we live 
and work. Our office is located on Gadigal land and our work touches on 
Aboriginal lands and waterways across NSW. 

We pay respect to their Elders both past and present, and recognise 
Aboriginal people’s unique and continuing cultural connections, rights and 
relationships to land, water and Country. 

Tribunal Members 

The Tribunal members in the course of this review were: 
Carmel Donnelly PSM, Chair 
Dr Darryl Biggar 
Jonathan Coppel 
Sharon Henrick 

Further information on IPART can be obtained from IPART’s website. 

 

 

© Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (2026). 

With the exception of any:  
a. coat of arms, logo, trade mark or other branding;  
b. photographs, icons or other images; 
c. third party intellectual property; and  
d. personal information such as photos of people,  

this publication is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 
3.0 Australia Licence.  

 

The licence terms are available at the Creative Commons website  

IPART requires that it be attributed as creator of the licensed material in the following manner: 
© Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (2026).  

The use of any material from this publication in a way not permitted by the above licence or 
otherwise allowed under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) may be an infringement of copyright. 
Where you wish to use the material in a way that is not permitted, you must lodge a request for 
further authorisation with IPART. 

ISBN  978-1-76049-899-3  
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Part 1 Preliminary 

1 Application of this determination 

(1) Subject to the exclusions in clause 2, this determination fixes maximum prices or sets 
methodologies for fixing maximum prices for the following services provided by 
Central Coast Council: 

(a) Water Supply Services; 

(b) Wastewater Services; 

(c) Trade Waste Services; and 

(d) Miscellaneous Customer Services; 

(together, the Monopoly Services). 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, this determination fixes the maximum prices or sets 
methodologies for fixing the maximum prices that Central Coast Council may levy for 
the Monopoly Services. It does not specify who Central Coast Council may levy the 
maximum prices on. 

2 Services excluded from this determination 

This determination does not apply to: 

(1) Water Supply Services and Wastewater Services provided pursuant to a Negotiated 
Services Agreement. 

(2) Water Supply Services and Wastewater Services supplied to a New WIC Act Scheme. 

(3) any Miscellaneous Customer Services provided by Central Coast Council not listed in 
Table 5.1.  

Note: The effect of clause 2(3) is that there is no determined maximum price of any Miscellaneous Customer 
Services not listed in Table 5.1, and Central Coast Council and its customers are at liberty to negotiate a price 
until and unless IPART determines a maximum price. Either Central Coast Council or a customer may 
approach IPART to fix a maximum price for a Miscellaneous Customer Service in a future determination. 

3 Commencement and term of this determination 

(1) This determination commences on the later of: 

(a) 1 July 2026; and 

(b) the date that it is published in the NSW Government Gazette 

(Commencement Date). 

(2) Subject to clause 3(3), the maximum prices under this determination apply from the 
Commencement Date to 30 June 2027.  
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(3) The maximum prices under this determination prevailing at 30 June 2027 continue to 
apply beyond 30 June 2027 until this determination is revoked or replaced. 

4 Replacement of 2022 Determination 

This determination replaces the 2022 Determination. 

5 Legislative background 

(1) This determination is made under section 11(1)(a) of the IPART Act. That provision 
requires IPART to conduct investigations and make reports to the Minister on the 
determination of pricing for government monopoly services supplied by a government 
agency specified in Schedule 1 to the IPART Act. 

(2) The services for which this determination fixes prices are government monopoly 
services because the Minister declared them as such in the Order. 

(3) Central Coast Council is a government agency specified in Schedule 1 to the IPART Act 
(excluding stormwater drainage services). 

Note: This determination does not set prices for stormwater drainage services provided by Central Coast 
Council because, due to an amendment to the IPART Act in 2024, the Tribunal does not have a standing 
reference to fix prices for those services under section 11(1)(a) of the IPART Act.  
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Part 2 Water Supply Services 

6 Maximum prices for Water Supply Services 

(1) Subject to clauses 6(2), 6(3) and 6(4), the maximum price that Central Coast Council may 
levy for supplying Water Supply Services to a Property (other than an Unconnected 
Property or Exempt Land) in the Period is the amount calculated using the formula in 
Box 2.1. 

(2) The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Water Supply 
Services to an Unconnected Property is $0. 

(3) The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Water Supply 
Services to Exempt Land (other than Exempt Land that is an Unconnected Property) in 
the Period is the water usage charge that applies to that land under clause 8. 

(4) The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Water Supply 
Services to an Existing WIC Act Scheme in the Period is the maximum price that would 
be calculated under this clause 6 if that Existing WIC Act Scheme were a single Non-
Residential Property. 

Box 2.1 Maximum prices for Water Supply Services  

𝑀𝑃𝑊𝑆𝑆 = 𝑆𝐶𝑊𝑆𝑆 + 𝑈𝐶𝑊𝑆𝑆 

Where: 

MPWSS means the maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying 
Water Supply Services to a Property in the Period; 

SCWSS means the water supply service charge applicable to that Property, calculated 
in accordance with clause 7; and 

UCWSS means the water usage charge applicable to that Property, calculated in 
accordance with clause 8. 

7 Water supply service charge 

7.1 Standard water supply service charge 

(1) Subject to clauses 7.2 and 7.3, the water supply service charge (SCWSS) applicable to a 
Property is the sum of the water supply service charges for each Meter that services 
that Property. 

Note: Clause 7.2 deems certain Properties to have a single 20mm Meter and clause 7.3 apportions the water 
supply service charge for a Common Meter between the Properties serviced by that Common Meter. 
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(2) The water supply service charge applicable to a particular Meter in the Period is the 
amount specified in Table 2.1 for the applicable Meter size. 

Table 2.1 Water supply service charges ($) 

Meter size 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

20mm 242.47 

25mm 378.86 

32mm 620.72 

40mm 969.88 

50mm 1,515.44 

80mm 3,879.52 

100mm 6,061.75 

Other Meter sizes (Meter size in mm)2 × (water supply service charge for a 20mm Meter)

400
 

7.2 Certain Properties are deemed to have a single 20mm Meter 

For the purposes of clause 7.1(1), the following categories of Property are deemed to have a 
single 20mm Meter: 

(1) each Residential Property;  

(2) each Unmetered Property; and 

(3) each Non-Residential Property within a Mixed Multi-Premises that is serviced by a 
Common Meter. 

7.3 The water supply service charge for a Common Meter is to be apportioned 
between the Properties serviced by the Common Meter 

(1) This clause applies where a Property: 

(a) is serviced by a Common Meter; and  

(b) is not deemed to have a single 20mm Meter under clause 7.2.  

(2) Where this clause applies, the applicable water supply service charge in Table 2.1 for 
the Property is to be a portion, reasonably determined by Central Coast Council, of the 
applicable water supply service charge for the Common Meter.  

(3) The sum of the portions determined by Central Coast Council under clause 7.3(2) for the 
Properties serviced by a particular Common Meter must equal the water supply service 
charge in Table 2.1 for a Meter of that size. 
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8 Water usage charge 

8.1 Standard water usage charge 

The water usage charge (UCWSS) applicable to a Property in the Period is the amount 
calculated using the formula in Box 2.2. 

Box 2.2 Water usage charge 

𝑈𝐶𝑊𝑆𝑆 = 𝑉𝑊𝑆𝑆 × 𝐶𝑊𝑆𝑆 

Where: 

UCWSS means the water usage charge applicable to the Property in the Period; 

VWSS means the volume (in kilolitres) supplied to the Property in the Period as 
calculated under clause 8.2; and 

CWSS means the charge per kilolitre specified in Table 2.2. 

8.2 Calculation of usage volumes 

(1) For the purposes of clause 8.1, the volume supplied to a Property in the Period is the 
sum of: 

(a) in the case of a Property serviced by an Individual Meter, the volume supplied to 
the Property as measured by the Individual Meter; 

(b) in the case of a Property serviced by a Common Meter, the volume deemed to 
have been supplied to the Property under clause 8.2(2); and 

(c) in the case of a Property that is an Unmetered Property, the volume deemed to 
have been supplied to that Unmetered Property under clause 8.2(4).  

Example 1: Where, during the Period, a Property is supplied 100kL as measured by an Individual Meter and 
50kL as reasonably determined by Central Coast Council under clause 8.2(2) in respect of water supplied by a 
Common Meter, the total volume supplied to that Property in the Period is 150kL. 
Example 2: Where a Property is metered for part of the Period and unmetered for part of the Period because 
the Meter supplying that Property breaks, the total volume supplied to that Property will be the volume 
measured by the Meter (determined in accordance with clause 8.2(1)(a)) plus the volume deemed to have 
been supplied during the unmetered period (determined in accordance with clause 8.2(4)). 

(2) Where a Property is serviced by a Common Meter, that Property is deemed to have 
been supplied the volume reasonably determined by Central Coast Council.  

(3) The sum of the volumes determined by Central Coast Council under clause 8.2(2) for 
the Properties serviced by a particular Common Meter must equal the total volume 
supplied as measured by that Common Meter. 

(4) For any period of time that a Property is an Unmetered Property, that Property is 
deemed to have been supplied: 
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(a) where there is not a Previous Metered Period, zero kilolitres over the relevant 
period of time; or 

(b) where there is a Previous Metered Period, the volume calculated using the formula 
in Box 2.3. 

Box 2.3 Volume supplied to an Unmetered Property where there is a 
Previous Metered Period  

𝑈 =
𝑉

𝑇
× 𝐷 

Where: 

U means the volume deemed to have been supplied by Central Coast Council to the 
Unmetered Property over the relevant period of time that the Property was an 
Unmetered Property; 

V means the total volume supplied by Central Coast Council to the Unmetered 
Property over the Previous Metered Period; 

T means the total number of days in the Previous Metered Period; and 

D means the total number of days for which the Property was an Unmetered 
Property. 

Table 2.2 Charge for water usage ($ per kL) 

 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

Charge for water 
usage 

3.22 
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Part 3 Wastewater Services 

9 Maximum prices for Wastewater Services 

(1) Subject to clauses 9(2), 9(3) and 9(4), the maximum price that Central Coast Council may 
levy for supplying Wastewater Services to a Property (other than an Unconnected 
Property or Exempt Land) in the Period is the amount calculated using the formula in 
Box 3.1. 

(2) The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Wastewater 
Services to an Unconnected Property is $0. 

(3) The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Wastewater 
Services to Exempt Land (other than Exempt Land that is an Unconnected Property) in 
the Period is the wastewater usage charge that applies to that land under clause 11. 

(4) The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Wastewater 
Services to an Existing WIC Act Scheme in the Period is the maximum price that would 
be calculated under this clause if that Existing WIC Act Scheme were a single Non-
Residential Property. 

Box 3.1 Maximum price for Wastewater Services  

𝑀𝑃𝑊𝑆 = 𝑆𝐶𝑊𝑆 + 𝑈𝐶𝑊𝑆 

Where: 

MPWS means the maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying 
Wastewater Services to a Property in the Period; 

SCWS means the adjusted wastewater service charge applicable to that Property 
calculated in accordance with clause 10; and 

UCWS means the wastewater usage charge applicable to that Property calculated in 
accordance with clause 11. 

10 Wastewater service charges 

10.1 Standard wastewater service charge 

(1) Subject to clause 10.2, the adjusted wastewater service charge (SCWS) applicable to a 
Property in the Period is the sum of the adjusted wastewater service charges for each 
Meter that services the Property in the Period. 

Note: Clause 10.2 deems certain Properties to have a single 20mm Meter. 
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(2) For the purposes of clause 10.1(1), the adjusted wastewater service charge applicable to 
a particular Meter in the Period is the amount calculated using the formula in Box 3.2. 

Box 3.2 Adjusted wastewater service charge 

𝑆𝐶𝑊𝑆 = 𝑈𝑆𝐶𝑊𝑆 × 𝐷𝐹𝑊𝑆 

Where: 

SCWS means the adjusted wastewater service charge applicable to a particular Meter 
in the Period; 

USCWS means, subject to clauses 10.2 and 10.3, the unadjusted wastewater service 
charge in Table 3.1 for the applicable Meter size; and 

Note: Clause 10.2 deems certain Properties to have a single 20mm Meter and clause 10.3 apportions the unadjusted 
wastewater supply service charge for a Common Meter between the Properties serviced by that Common Meter. 

DFWS means the applicable Wastewater Discharge Factor. 

Note: The Wastewater Discharge Factor for all Residential Properties (and other Properties deemed to have a 20mm 
Meter under clause 10.2) is 75%. The Wastewater Discharge Factor for all other Properties is the percentage of water 
supplied to the Property that Central Coast Council reasonably estimates is discharged into the wastewater system. 

Table 3.1 Unadjusted wastewater service charges ($) 

Meter size 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

20mm 878.20 

25mm 1,372.19 

32mm 2,248.19 

40mm 3,512.80 

50mm 5,488.75 

80mm 14,051.20 

100mm 21,955.00 

Other Meter sizes (Meter size in mm)2 × (unadjusted wastewater service charge for a 20mm Meter)

400
 

10.2  Certain Properties are deemed to have a single 20mm Meter 

For the purposes of clause 10.1(1), the following categories of Property are deemed to have 
a single 20mm Meter: 

(1) each Residential Property;  

(2) each Unmetered Property; and 

(3) each Non-Residential Property within a Mixed Multi-Premises that is serviced by a 
Common Meter. 
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10.3 The unadjusted wastewater service charge for a Common Meter is to be 
apportioned between the Properties serviced by the Common Meter 

(1) This clause applies where a Property: 

(a) is serviced by a Common Meter; and 

(b) is not deemed to have a single 20mm Meter under clause 10.2.  

(2) Where this clause applies, the applicable unadjusted wastewater service charge 
(USCWS) for the Property is to be a portion, reasonably determined by Central Coast 
Council, of the applicable unadjusted wastewater service charge for the Common 
Meter in Table 3.1.   

(3) The sum of the portions determined by Central Coast Council under clause 10.3(2) for 
the Properties serviced by a particular Common Meter must equal the applicable 
unadjusted wastewater service charge in Table 3.1 for a Meter of that size. 

11 Wastewater usage charge 

11.1 Standard wastewater usage charge 

The wastewater usage charge applicable to a Property in the Period is the amount 
calculated using the formula in Box 3.3. 

Box 3.3 Wastewater usage charge 

𝑈𝐶𝑊𝑆 = 𝑉𝑊𝑆 × 𝐶𝑊𝑆 

Where: 

UCWS means the wastewater usage charge applicable to the Property in the Period; 

VWS means the volume (in kilolitres) discharged from the Property into the 
wastewater system as calculated under clause 11.2; and 

CWS means the charge per kilolitre specified in Table 3.2. 

11.2 Calculation of discharge volumes 

(1) For the purposes of clause 11.1, the volume discharged from a Property into the 
wastewater system in the Period is either: 

(a) in the case of a Property that is not serviced by a Wastewater Meter at any time 
during the Period, the volume deemed to have been discharged from the Property 
into the wastewater system under clause 11.2(2); or 

(b) in the case of a Property serviced by a Wastewater Meter for any part of the Period: 
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(i) for the part of the Period that the Property was serviced by a Wastewater 
Meter, the volume discharged from the Property into the wastewater system 
as measured by the Wastewater Meter; and 

(ii) for the part of the Period that the Property was not serviced by a Wastewater 
Meter, if applicable, any volume deemed to have been discharged under 
clause 11.2(3). 

Note: The vast majority of Properties in Central Coast Council’s area of operations are not serviced by a 
Wastewater Meter. 

(2) The volume deemed to have been discharged from a Property into the wastewater 
system is: 

(a) in the case of a Residential Property: 

(i) within a Multi-Premises, 
80

365
 kilolitres per day; 

(ii) not within a Multi-Premises, 
125

365
 kilolitres per day; and 

(b) in the case of a Non-Residential Property: 

(i) within a Mixed Multi-Premises, 
125

365
 kilolitres per day; 

(ii) not within a Mixed Multi-Premises, the volume of water supplied to that 
Property as determined under clause 8.2 multiplied by the applicable 
Wastewater Discharge Factor. 

(3) For a Property that was serviced by a Wastewater Meter for only part of the Period, the 
volume deemed to have been discharged for the part of the Period that the Property 
was not serviced by that Wastewater Meter is the volume that would have been 
calculated for that Property under clause 11.2(2) pro-rated for the number of days in the 
Period during which the Property was not serviced by a Wastewater Meter. 

Table 3.2 Charge for wastewater usage ($ per kL) 

 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

Charge for 
wastewater usage 

0.93 
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Part 4 Trade Waste Services 

12 There are four categories of Trade Waste Services 

IPART has determined maximum prices for four categories of Trade Waste Services: 

(1) Category S Trade Waste Discharge Services; 

(2) Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge Services; 

(3) Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge Services; and 

(4) Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services. 

Note: There are worked examples for each of these categories of Trade Waste Services in Central Coast 
Council’s Trade Waste Policy. 

13 General provisions for Trade Waste Services 

(1) The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Trade Waste 
Services to a customer is the maximum price calculated in accordance with this Part 4 
for the applicable category of Trade Waste Services. 

(2) For the purposes of this Part 4, a reinspection fee is only required when a regular 
inspection by Central Coast Council uncovers non-compliance with the conditions of 
any approval issued by Central Coast Council and there are no further regular 
inspections included in the annual fee to confirm that the amelioration work is 
complete. 

(3) For the purposes of clause 13(2): 

(a) there is one regular inspection included in the annual fee for: 

(i) Category S Trade Waste Discharge Services;  

(ii) Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge Services; and 

(iii) Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge Services; and 

(b) there are two regular inspections included in the annual fee for Category 3 Trade 
Waste Discharge Services. 

14 Maximum prices for Category S Trade Waste Discharge Services 

The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Category S Trade 
Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period is the amount calculated using the 
formula in Box 4.1. 
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Box 4.1 Maximum prices for Category S Trade Waste Discharge 
Services 

𝑀𝑃𝐶𝑆 = 𝐴𝐶𝑆 + (𝑉𝐶𝑆 × 𝑈𝐶𝑆) + (𝑅 × 𝑛) 

Where: 

MPCS means the maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying 
Category S Trade Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period; 

ACS means: 

(1) where the customer uses the Category S Trade Waste Discharge Services for the 
first time, the application fee in Table 4.1; and 

(2) in any other case, the annual fee in Table 4.1; 

VCS means the volume (in kilolitres) of liquid trade waste as reasonably determined 
by Central Coast Council; 

UCS means: 

(1) where the trade waste is septage and septic effluent, the septage and septic 
effluent usage charge per kilolitre of liquid trade waste in Table 4.1; and 

(2) where the trade waste is septic effluent only, the septic effluent usage charge per 
kilolitre of liquid trade waste in Table 4.1; 

R means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the reinspection fee in Table 4.1; and 

n means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the number of reinspections in the Period. 

Table 4.1 Category S Trade Waste Discharge Services Fees and Charges 

Fees and Charges 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

Application fee ($) (ACS) 196.13 

Annual fee ($) (ACS) 507.83 

Septage and septic 
effluent usage charge 
($ per kL) (UCS)  

3.08 

Septic effluent usage 
charge ($ per kL) (UCS) 

23.16 

Reinspection fee ($) (R) 337.55 
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15 Maximum prices for Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge Services 

The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Category 1 Trade 
Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period is the amount calculated using the 
formula in Box 4.2. 

Box 4.2 Maximum prices for Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge 
Services 

𝑀𝑃𝐶1 = 𝐴𝐶1 + (𝑅 × 𝑛) 

Where: 

MPC1 means the maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying 
Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period; 

AC1 means: 

(1) where the customer uses the Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge Services for the 
first time, the application fee in Table 4.2; and 

(2) in any other case, the annual fee in Table 4.2; 

R means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the reinspection fee in Table 4.2; and 

n means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the number of reinspections in the Period. 

Table 4.2 Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge Services Fees ($) 

Fees  1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

Application fee (AC1) 155.28 

Annual fee (AC1) 163.45 

Reinspection fee 
(R) 

337.55 

16 Maximum prices for Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge Services 

The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Category 2 Trade 
Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period is the amount calculated using the 
formula in Box 4.3. 
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Box 4.3 Maximum prices for Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge 
Services 

𝑀𝑃𝐶2 = 𝐴𝐶2 + (𝑉𝐶2 × 𝐷 × 𝑈𝐶2) + (𝑅 × 𝑛) 

Where: 

MPC2 means the maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying 
Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period; 

AC2 means: 

(1) where the customer uses the Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge Services for the 
first time, the application fee in Table 4.3; and 

(2) in any other case, the annual fee in Table 4.3; 

VC2 means the volume of water (in kilolitres) supplied to the customer in the Period, 
as determined in accordance with clause 8.2; 

D means the applicable Trade Waste Discharge Factor; 

UC2 means: 

(1) where the customer has undertaken the necessary pre-treatment in accordance 
with the Trade Waste Policy, the compliant trade waste usage charge in Table 4.3; 
and 

(2) where the customer discharges trade waste that is non-compliant with the Trade 
Waste Policy and has not undertaken the necessary pre-treatment in accordance 
with the Trade Waste Policy, the non-compliant trade waste usage charge in 
Table 4.3; 

R means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the reinspection fee in Table 4.3; and 

n means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the number of reinspections in the Period. 

Table 4.3 Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge Services Fees and Charges  

Fees and Charges 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

Application fee ($) (AC2) 245.17 

Annual fee ($) (AC2) 532.35 

Compliant trade waste usage 
charge ($ per kL) (UC2)  

2.34 

Non-compliant trade waste 
usage charge ($ per kL) (UC2) 

21.19 

Reinspection fee ($) (R) 337.55 

[NSWGG-2026-247-4] NSW Government Gazette 26 June 2026



Trade Waste Services 
 

 
 
 

Maximum prices for water, wastewater and other services supplied by Central Coast Council from 1 July 2026 Page | 18 

17 Maximum prices for Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services 

The maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying Category 3 Trade 
Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period is the amount calculated using the 
formula in Box 4.4. 

Box 4.4 Maximum prices for Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services 

𝑀𝑃𝐶3 = 𝐴𝐶3 + 𝑀 + 𝑃 + (𝑅 × 𝑛) + (𝐼 × 𝐼𝑛) 

Where: 

MPC3 means the maximum price that Central Coast Council may levy for supplying 
Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services to a customer in the Period; 

AC3 means: 

(1) where the customer uses the Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services for the 
first time, the application fee in Table 4.4; and 

(2) in any other case, the annual fee in Table 4.4; 

M means the aggregate of excess mass charges in Table 4.5, calculated in 
accordance with the Trade Waste Policy; 

P means the pre-lodgement engagement fee in Table 4.4; 

R means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the reinspection fee in Table 4.4; and 

n means, subject to clauses 13(2) and 13(3), the number of reinspections in the Period; 

I means the additional monitoring inspection fee in Table 4.4; 

In means the number of additional monitoring inspections in the Period. 

Table 4.4 Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services Fees ($) 

Fees 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

Application fee (AC3) 4,394.51 

Annual fee (AC3) 2,085.11 

Pre-lodgement 
engagement fee (P) 

690.10 

Reinspection fee (R) 337.55 

Additional monitoring 
and inspection fee (I) 

465.83 
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Table 4.5 Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services Excess Mass Charges ($ 
per kg) 

Fees and Charges 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

Ammonia (as N) 3.08 

Biochemical oxygen 
demand (BOD) 

1.04 

Cadmium 34.51 

Chromium 34.51 

Copper 21.19 

Cyanide 104.75 

Fluoride 5.17 

Lead 51.76 

Methylene blue active 
substances (MBAS) 

1.04 

Nickel 34.51 

Oil and grease (total 
O&G) 

1.91 

Petroleum 
hydrocarbons 

3.51 

pH 0.61 

Sulphate (SO4) 0.49 

Sulphide (as S) 0.50 

Total suspended solids 
(TSS) 

1.35 

Total dissolved solids 
(TDS) 

0.31 

Total Kjeldahl nitrogen 
minus ammonia (as N) 

1.04 

Total Phosphorus (as P) 2.15 

Zinc 21.19 

Note: Central Coast Council’s Trade Waste Policy includes worked examples of how excess mass charges are calculated.  
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Part 5 Miscellaneous Customer Services 

18 Maximum prices for Miscellaneous Customer Services 

The maximum prices that Central Coast Council may levy for Miscellaneous Customer 
Services are listed in Table 5.1. 

Note: The Tribunal has not set maximum prices for Miscellaneous Customer Services not listed in Table 5.1 in this 
determination, but may do so in future determinations. Central Coast Council and its customers are at liberty to 
negotiate a price for Miscellaneous Customer Services not listed in Table 5.1 until and unless the Tribunal 
determines a maximum price. 
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Table 5.1 Maximum prices for Miscellaneous Customer Services ($) 

No Miscellaneous Customer Services 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

1.  Property wastewater line and drainage diagrams 18.21 

2.  Water and sewer service location diagrams  

(a) Standard diagrams 18.21 

(b) Including long section 31.22 

3.  Special meter reading statement 32.52 

4.  Water billing search statement  

(a) From previous FY, up to and including 5 years 45.52 

(b) From previous FY, up to and including 10 years 87.63 

(c) From previous FY, beyond 10 years 123.57 

5.  Building over or adjacent to existing water or wastewater statement 106.21 

6.  Water service disconnection  

(a) Application for disconnection 56.67 

(b) Physical disconnection  

 (i) 20mm Meter 559.82 

 (ii) 25mm Meter 562.64 

 (iii) 32mm Meter 732.70 

 (iv) 40mm Meter 732.70 

 (v) 50mm Meter 827.54 

 (vi) 65mm Meter 827.54 

 (vii) 80mm Meter 1,162.67 

 (viii) 100mm Meter 1,204.30 

 (ix) 150mm Meter 1,647.05 

7.  Replacement of a missing Meter  

(a) Replacement  

 (i) 20mm Meter 78.85 

 (ii) 25mm Meter 78.85 

 (iii) 32mm Meter 118.28 

 (iv) 40mm Meter 118.28 

 (v) 50mm Meter 189.24 

 (vi) 65mm Meter 236.56 

 (vii) 80mm Meter 315.41 

 (viii) 100mm Meter 473.12 

 (ix) 150mm Meter 559.08 

(b) Unsuccessful site visit 63.08 

8.  Workshop test of Meter  

(a) 20mm to 80mm Meter 403.03 

(b) > 80mm Meter 624.08 

9.  Water service connection  

(a) Application for connection (all sizes)  56.67 

(b) Connection Meter only (20mm)  156.80 
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No Miscellaneous Customer Services 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

(c) Connection short service (20mm)  1,596.98 

(d) Connection long service (20mm) 3,101.51 

(e) Connection Meter only (25mm)  153.12 

(f) Connection short service (25mm)  1,768.17 

(g) Connection long service (25mm)  3,242.51 

(h) Connection Meter only (32mm) 244.45 

(i) Connection short service (32mm) 3,021.18 

(j) Connection long service (32mm) 4,279.83 

(k) Connection Meter only (40 mm) 263.26 

(l) Connection short service (40mm)  3,694.95 

(m) Connection long service (40mm)  4,808.55 

(n) Connection Meter only (50mm) 343.84 

(o) Connection short service (50mm) 4,042.99 

(p) Connection long service (50mm)  5,098.00 

(q) Connection Meter only (65mm) 683.75 

(r) Connection short service (65mm) 4,746.56 

(s) Connection long service (65mm) 5,974.93 

(t) Connection Meter only (80mm) 816.91 

(u) Connection metered short service (80mm) 5,142.19 

(v) Connection unmetered short fire service (80mm) 5,142.19 

(w) Connection metered long service (80mm) 8,924.88 

(x) Connection unmetered long fire service (80mm) 8,924.88 

(y) Connection Meter only (100mm) 960.61 

(z) Connection metered short service (100mm) 5,651.91 

(aa) Connection unmetered short fire service (100mm) 5,651.91 

(ab) Connection metered long service (100mm) 10,057.41 

(ac) Connection unmetered long fire service (100mm) 10,057.41 

(ad) Connection Meter only (150mm) 1,646.15 

(ae) Connection metered short service (150mm) 9,795.50 

(af) Connection unmetered short fire service (150mm) 9,795.50 

(ag) Connection metered long service (150mm) 13,053.95 

(ah) Connection unmetered long fire service (150mm) 13,053.95 

10.  Standpipe hire (security bond)  

(a) 25mm standpipe 866.22 

(b) 65mm standpipe 1,911.38 

11.  Standpipe hire (annual fee)  

(a) 25mm standpipe 389.02 

(b) 65mm standpipe 2,346.34 

12.  Standpipe water usage (per kL) 3.22 

13.  Bulkwater application fee 54.36 

14.  Backflow prevention device application and initial registration 94.94 
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No Miscellaneous Customer Services 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027 

15.  Inspection of new water and wastewater assets (including encasements 
and new junctions) 

 

(a) Inspection of new water and wastewater assets including encasements and 
new junctions 

163.42 

(b) Linear asset  17.13 

(c) Laboratory analysis to confirm disinfection  30.33 

(d) After hours inspection (four hours or less)  653.65 

(e) After hours inspection (per hour beyond four hours) 163.42 

(f) Inspection of new water or sewage pump station  7,920.55 

16.  Statement of available pressure and flow 237.05 

17.  Adjust existing water service  

(a) Application for adjustment of water service  56.67 

(b) Raise or lower adjust 20mm or 25mm Meter by ≤ 1 m  471.80 

(c) Laterally adjust 20mm or 25mm Meter by ≤ 1 m 667.12 

18.  Water or wastewater technical engineering plan assessment  

(a) Small projects (relocations, private SPS and/or development ≤10 lots or 
extension to properties outside area)  

568.65 

(b) Medium projects (> 10 and < 50 lots, and mains relocation)  1,359.57 

(c) Large projects (≥ 50 and <150 lots or large or medium density 
developments)  

1,901.56 

(d) Special projects (roads and rail or SPS adjustments, relocations, 
development water catchment areas, or subdivisions > 150 lots)  

4,544.46 

19.  Section 307 certificate  

(a) Boundary realign, subdivisions or developments involving mains extensions 
(above dual occupancy) 

400.81 

(b) Single residential development and dual occupancy 195.95 

(c) Commercial buildings (non-residential) etc 285.02 

20.  Section 305 application 56.67 

21.  Building in proximity to pipelines assessment 178.14 
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Part 6 Statement of reasons for setting 
methodologies 

19 Legislative framework 

(1) Under section 13A of the IPART Act, IPART may not choose to make a determination 
that involves setting the methodology for fixing a maximum price, unless IPART is of 
the opinion that it is impractical to make a determination directly fixing the maximum 
price.  

(2) If IPART makes a determination that involves setting the methodology for fixing a 
maximum price, then it must include a statement of reasons as to why it chose to set a 
methodology. 

20 Statement of reasons 

20.1 Methodology for Water Supply Services 

IPART has set a methodology for fixing the maximum prices for Water Supply Services. This 
is because the cost of providing Water Supply Services depends on a number of variables 
such as the volume of water supplied to a Property, the Meter size and metering 
arrangements. It is impractical for IPART to make a determination directly fixing the 
maximum price for Water Supply Services. 

20.2 Methodology for Wastewater Services 

IPART has set a methodology for fixing the maximum price for Wastewater Services. This is 
because the cost of providing Wastewater Services depends on a number of variables 
such as the volume of wastewater discharged from a Property into the wastewater system. 
It is impractical for IPART to make a determination directly fixing the maximum price for 
Wastewater Services.  

20.3 Methodology for Trade Waste Services 

IPART has set methodologies for fixing the maximum price for Trade Waste Services. This 
is because the cost of providing each category of Trade Waste Services depends on a 
number of variables such as the number of reinspections in the Period, whether or not the 
trade waste has been pre-treated and the quantities of pollutants in the trade waste. It is 
impractical for IPART to make a determination directly fixing the maximum price for Trade 
Waste Services.  
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Part 7 Definitions and interpretation 

21 Interpretation 

21.1 General provisions 

In this determination: 

(1) headings are for convenience only and do not affect the interpretation of this 
determination;  

(2) a reference to a part, clause, table or box is a reference to a part of, clause of, table in or 
box in this determination unless otherwise indicated;  

(3) a construction that would promote a purpose or object expressly or impliedly 
underlying the IPART Act is to be preferred to a construction that would not promote 
that purpose or object; 

(4) a reference to a law or statute includes regulations, rules, codes and other instruments 
(including licences) under it and consolidations, amendments, re-enactments or 
replacements of them or of the law or statute itself;  

(5) a reference to a month is to a calendar month; 

(6) a reference to a person includes a reference to the person’s executors, administrators, 
successors, substitutes (including, but not limited to, persons taking by novation), 
replacements and assigns;  

(7) a reference to a body, whether statutory or not:  

(a) which ceases to exist; or  

(b) whose powers or functions are transferred to another body; 

is a reference to the body that replaces it or that substantially succeeds to its powers or 
functions, and 

(8) a reference to a business name which is replaced by a different business name is taken 
to be a reference to the replacement business name. 

21.2 Explanatory notes  

Explanatory notes and examples do not form part of this determination, but in the case of 
uncertainty may be relied on for interpretation purposes. 

22 Prices exclusive of GST 

(1) Maximum prices specified in this determination exclude GST. 

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, where GST is lawfully applied to maximum prices under this 
determination, the resulting GST inclusive price is consistent with this determination.  
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23 Rounding Rule 

(1) Any maximum price calculated in accordance with this determination is to be rounded 
to the nearest whole cent. 

(2) For the purposes of rounding a maximum price under clause 23(1), any amount that is a 
multiple of 0.5 cents (but not a multiple of 1 cent), is to be rounded up to the nearest 
whole cent. 

24 Definitions 

In this determination: 

2022 Determination means IPART’s determination dated May 2022 and titled ‘Maximum 
prices for water, wastewater and other services supplied by Central Coast Council from 1 
July 2022’, published in New South Wales, Gazette, No 268, 24 June 2022, 1139. 

Boarding House has the meaning given to that term under section 516 of the Local 
Government Act. 

Boarding House Unit means a unit located in a Boarding House. 

Category 1 Trade Waste Discharge Services means services provided in respect of the 
discharge of trade waste into the wastewater system that is deemed by Central Coast 
Council as requiring nil or minimal pre-treatment equipment and whose effluent is well-
characterised or is of a relatively low risk to the wastewater system. 

Category 2 Trade Waste Discharge Services means services provided in respect of the 
discharge of trade waste into the wastewater system that is deemed by Central Coast 
Council as requiring a prescribed type of liquid trade waste pre-treatment equipment and 
whose effluent is well characterised. 

Category 3 Trade Waste Discharge Services means services provided in respect of the 
discharge of trade waste into the wastewater system that is deemed by Central Coast 
Council as being of an industrial nature or which results in a discharge volume greater than 
20 kilolitres of liquid trade waste per day. 

Category S Trade Waste Discharge Services means services provided in respect of the 
discharge of the following categories of waste into the wastewater system: 

(a) Pan Waste; 

(b) Septic Tank Waste; 

(c) Ship-to-Shore Pump-Out; and 

(d) waste from non-residential private pump stations. 

Central Coast Council means the Council by that name under the Local Government Act. 

Commencement Date means the commencement date defined in clause 3(1) of this 
determination. 
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Common Meter means a Meter which services a Multi-Premises, where the Meter 
measures the water supplied to the Multi-Premises but not to each relevant Property 
located on or within that Multi-Premises. 

Community Development Lot has the meaning given to that term under the Community 
Land Development Act 2021 (NSW). 

Company Title Building means a building owned by a company where the issued shares 
of the company entitle the legal owner to exclusive occupation of a specified Company 
Title Dwelling within that building. 

Company Title Dwelling means a dwelling within a Company Title Building. 

Council has the meaning given to that term under the Local Government Act. 

Exempt Land means land to which section 555 of the Local Government Act applies. 

Existing WIC Act Licensee means the Registered Operator for an Existing WIC Act 
Scheme. 

Existing WIC Act Scheme means the Scheme at Catherine Hill Bay, Lake Macquarie, 
covered by Scheme Approval no. 25_030SA. 

Individual Meter means a Meter that services a Property, where the Meter only measures 
the water supplied to that Property. 

IPART means the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal established under the 
IPART Act. 

IPART Act means the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal Act 1992 (NSW). 

Local Government Act means the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW). 

Local Government Regulation means the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
(NSW). 

Meter means an apparatus for the measurement of water usage but excludes an apparatus 
used to check the accuracy of a meter. 

Miscellaneous Customer Services means the ancillary and miscellaneous customer 
services referred to in clause 3(f) of the Order. 

Mixed Multi-Premises means a Multi-Premises that contains at least one Residential 
Property and at least one Non-Residential Property. 

Monopoly Services means the services referred to in clause 1(1) of this determination. 

Multi-Premises means a premises where there is more than one Property. 

Negotiated Services Agreement means a written agreement between Central Coast 
Council and an Existing WIC Act Licensee, a copy of which is provided to IPART by Central 
Coast Council, under which Central Coast Council agrees to provide Water Supply Services 
and/or Wastewater Services to that Existing WIC Act Licensee at prices that are not the 
maximum prices set out in this determination. 
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New WIC Act Scheme means any Scheme, other than an Existing WIC Act Scheme, that is 
connected to Central Coast Council’s water supply system or wastewater system. 

Non-Residential Property means a Property that is not a Residential Property. 

Order means the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (Water, Sewerage and 
Drainage Services) Order 1997 published in New South Wales, Gazette, No 18, 14 February 
1997, 558. 

Pan Waste means any waste contained in a ‘pan’ as that term is defined in the Local 
Government Regulation. 

Period means 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027. 

Previous Metered Period means the most recent period of approximately 365 days for 
which there is actual metering data for the relevant Property. 

Property includes: 

(a) a Strata Title Lot; 

(b) a Company Title Dwelling; 

(c) a Community Development Lot; 

(d) a Retirement Village; 

(e) a Boarding House; 

(f) a building, or part of a building, occupied or available for occupation as a separate place 
of domicile or separate place of business, other than a building to which paragraphs (a) 
to (d) apply; or 

(g) land (including Vacant Land); but 

excludes a Retirement Village Unit and Boarding House Unit. 

Note: The intention of this determination is that maximum prices for Monopoly Services supplied to a Retirement 
Village or a Boarding House apply at the Retirement Village level or Boarding House level, rather than at the 
individual Retirement Village Unit level or Boarding House level. 

Rateable Land has the meaning given to that term under the Local Government Act. 

Registered Operator has the meaning given to that term under the WIC Act. 

Residential Property means a Property where: 

(a) in the case of the Property being Rateable Land, the Property is categorised as: 

(i) ‘residential’ under section 516 of the Local Government Act; or 

(ii) ‘farmland’ under section 515 of the Local Government Act; or 

(b) in the case of the Property not being Rateable Land, the dominant use of the Property is: 

(i) residential, applying the classifications in section 516 of the Local Government Act; or 

(ii) farmland, applying the classifications in section 515 of the Local Government Act; but 

excludes Retirement Villages and Boarding Houses. 

Retirement Village has the meaning given to that term under the Retirement Villages Act 
1999 (NSW). 

Retirement Village Unit means a unit located in a Retirement Village. 
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Scheme Approval has the same meaning given to that term under the WIC Act. 

Scheme has the meaning given to that term under the WIC Act. 

Septic Tank Waste means any waste contained in a ‘septic tank’ as that term is defined in 
the Local Government Regulation. 

Ship-to-Shore Pump-Out means liquid waste from a vessel including on-board toilet 
wastes, galley wastes and dry dock cleaning waste from maintenance activities but 
excluding bilge water.  

Strata Title Lot means a ‘lot’ as defined under the Strata Schemes Development Act 2015 
(NSW), but excludes a ‘utility lot’ as defined under that Act. 

Trade Waste Discharge Factor means the percentage of water supplied to a Property 
under clause 8.2 that Central Coast Council reasonably estimates is discharged into the 
wastewater system as trade waste. 

Trade Waste Policy means Central Coast Council’s Liquid Trade Waste Policy (Policy No: 
CCC041) as amended or replaced from time to time by Central Coast Council. 

Trade Waste Services means the trade waste services referred to in clause 3(d) of the 
Order. 

Unconnected Property means: 

(a) in the context of Part 2, a Property that is not connected, but is reasonably available for 
connection, to Central Coast Council’s water supply system; and 

(b) in the context of Part 3, a Property that is not connected, but is reasonably available for 
connection, to Central Coast Council’s wastewater system. 

Unmetered Property means a Property that is connected to the water supply system or 
wastewater system and is not serviced by a Meter. 

Vacant Land means an Unconnected Property with no capital improvements. 

Wastewater Discharge Factor means: 

(a) in the case of a Property deemed to have a 20mm Meter under clause 10.2 or an 
Unmetered Property—75%; and 

(b) in any other case—the percentage of water supplied to a Property that Central Coast 
Council reasonably estimates is discharged into the wastewater system. 

Wastewater Meter means an apparatus for measuring the volume discharged from a 
Property into the wastewater system but excludes an apparatus used to check the 
accuracy of a wastewater meter.  

Wastewater Services means the sewerage services referred to in clause 3(b) of the Order. 

WIC Act means the Water Industry Competition Act 2006 (NSW). 

Water Supply Services means the water supply services referred to in clause 3(a) of the 
Order. 
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Part 1 Preliminary 

1 Application 

This determination fixes maximum prices for the following Monopoly Services provided by 
Water NSW: 

a) Regulated River Bulk Water Services under Part 2; 

b) rural bulk water services to customers in the Fish River Water Supply Scheme under 
Part 3;  

c) the Chaffey Dam Pipeline transfer under Part 4; and 

d) miscellaneous services under Part 5. 

2 Commencement and term 

(1) This determination commences on the later of: 

a) 1 July 2026; and 

b) the date that this determination is published in the NSW Government Gazette, 
(Commencement Date). 

(2) Subject to clause 2(3), the maximum prices fixed under this determination apply from the 
Commencement Date to 30 June 2030. 

(3) The maximum prices under this determination prevailing at 30 June 2030 continue to 
apply beyond 30 June 2030 until this determination is revoked or replaced. 

3 Nil price for Aboriginal Community Development and Cultural 
Licences 

Despite anything in this determination, the maximum price that Water NSW may charge for 
the services referred to in this determination in respect of an Aboriginal Cultural Licence or 
Aboriginal Community Development Licence is nil. 

4 Replacement of the 2025 Determination 

(1) With effect from the Commencement Date, this determination replaces the 2025 
Determination. 

(2) The 2025 Determination ceases to have effect upon its replacement. Replacement of the 
2025 Determination does not affect anything done or omitted to be done, or rights or 
obligations accrued, under the 2025 Determination and before the Commencement 
Date. 
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Part 2 Regulated River Bulk Water Services 

5 Application 

(1) This Part sets out the maximum prices that Water NSW may levy on a Licence Holder for 
supplying rural bulk water services in relation to a Water Licence that authorises the 
extraction of water from a Regulated River in an MDB Valley or Coastal Valley (Regulated 
River Bulk Water Services), other than Miscellaneous Charges. 

(2) Subject to clause 5(3), the maximum prices that Water NSW may levy for Regulated River 
Bulk Water Services consist of the following: 

a) an entitlement charge calculated in accordance with clause 6; 

b) a water take charge calculated in accordance with clause 7, except in relation to the 
Lowbidgee Valley; 

c) for the MDB Valleys of Border, Murray and Murrumbidgee, in addition to the 
applicable charges referred to in clauses 5(2)a), 5(2)b) and 5(2)e): 

(i) an MDBA/BRC entitlement charge calculated in accordance with clause 8; and 

(ii) an MDBA/BRC water take charge calculated in accordance with clause 9; 

d) for a Licence Holder in the Yanco Creek System, in addition to the applicable charges 
referred to in clauses 5(2)a), 5(2)b) and 5(2)e), a Yanco Creek and Tributaries Advisory 
Council charge calculated in accordance with clause 11; and 

e) any relevant Miscellaneous Charges calculated in accordance with Part 5. 

(3) The maximum prices that Water NSW may levy on a Licence Holder listed in Table 2.5 for 
Regulated River Bulk Water Services consist of the applicable charges in clause 5(2), less 
the discount calculated in accordance with clause 10. 
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6 Entitlement charge 

For Regulated River Bulk Water Services, Water NSW may levy an entitlement charge calculated 
as follows: 

Box 2.1 Entitlement charge 

𝐸𝐶 × 𝐸 

where: 

EC is the entitlement charge expressed in dollars per megalitre of Entitlement or in 
dollars per unit share for the relevant MDB Valley or relevant Coastal Valley, relevant 
year and relevant licence type in Table 2.1; and 

E is a Licence Holder’s Entitlement for that year. 

[Note: Refer to clause 28 for the calculation of the entitlement charge, and clause 30(3) for the meaning of ‘relevant MDB 
Valley’ and ‘relevant Coastal Valley’.] 

7 Water take charge 

For Regulated River Bulk Water Services, Water NSW may levy a water take charge for the 
relevant MDB Valley (excluding the Lowbidgee Valley) and relevant Coastal Valley calculated as 
follows: 

Box 2.2 Water take charge 

𝑊𝑇𝐶 × 𝑊𝑇 

where: 

a. WTC is the water take charge expressed in dollars per megalitre of water 
taken for the relevant MDB Valley or relevant Coastal Valley and relevant 
year in Table 2.2; and 

b. WT is a Licence Holder’s water take for that year. 

Water NSW must not recover more than one water take charge under clause 7 in 
respect of any water taken. 

[Note: Refer to clause 21(5) for the calculation of a Licence Holder’s water take, and clause 30(3) for the meaning of 
‘relevant MDB Valley’ and ‘relevant Coastal Valley’.] 
 
[Note: For the avoidance of doubt, the charge in clause 7 may be levied on all holders of a supplementary water access 
licence in a relevant Coastal Valley and relevant MDB Valley, except for those in the Lowbidgee Valley.] 
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8 MDBA/BRC entitlement charge 

For Regulated River Bulk Water Services supplied in the MDB Valleys of Border, Murray and 
Murrumbidgee, Water NSW may levy an MDBA/BRC entitlement charge calculated as follows: 

Box 2.3 MDBA/BRC entitlement charge 

𝑀𝐷𝐵𝐴𝐸𝐶 × 𝐸 

where: 

MDBAEC is the MDBA/BRC entitlement charge expressed in dollars per megalitre of 
Entitlement or in dollars per unit share for the relevant MDB Valley, relevant year and 
relevant licence type in Table 2.3; and 

E is a Licence Holder’s Entitlement for that year. 

[Note: For the avoidance of doubt, the charge in clause 8 may be levied in addition to any other charges provided for in 
this Part. Refer to clause 28 for the calculation of the entitlement charge, and clause 30(3) for the meaning of ‘relevant MDB 
Valley’.] 

9 MDBA/BRC water take charge 

For Regulated River Bulk Water Services supplied in the MDB Valleys of Border, Murray and 
Murrumbidgee, Water NSW may levy an MDBA/BRC water take charge for the relevant MDB 
Valley calculated as follows: 

Box 2.4 MDBA/BRC water take charge 

𝑀𝐷𝐵𝐴𝑊𝑇𝐶 × 𝑊𝑇 

where: 

MDBAWTC is the MDBA/BRC water take charge expressed in dollars per megalitre of 
water taken for the relevant MDB Valley and relevant year in Table 2.4; and 

WT is a Licence Holder’s water take for that year. 

Water NSW must not recover more than one MDBA/BRC water take charge under 
clause 9 in respect of any water taken. 

[Note: For the avoidance of doubt, the charge in clause 9 may be levied in addition to any other charges provided for in 
this Part. Refer to clause 21(5) for the calculation of a Licence Holder’s water take, and clause 30(3) for the meaning of 
‘relevant MDB Valley’.]  

10 Irrigation Corporations and districts discount 

For a Licence Holder listed in Table 2.5, Water NSW must apply the discount (listed for that 
Licence Holder in Table 2.5) on that Licence Holder’s total annual bill for entitlement and/or water 
take charges. 
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11 Yanco Creek and Tributaries Advisory Council charge 

For a Licence Holder in the Yanco Creek System, Water NSW may levy an entitlement charge 
expressed in dollars per megalitre of Entitlement or in dollars per unit share in Table 2.6 for the 
relevant year. 

[Note: For the avoidance of doubt, the Yanco Creek and Tributaries Advisory Council charge may be levied in addition to any other charges 
provided for in this Part. Refer to clause 28 for the calculation of the entitlement charge.] 

Table 2.1 Entitlement charges for MDB Valleys and Coastal Valleys ($/ML of 
Entitlement or $/unit share)a 

MDB Valley / Coastal 
Valley 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 
30 June 2028 

1 July 2028 to 
30 June 2029 

1 July 2029 to 
30 June 2030 

High Security Licence     

Border 8.63 9.49 x CPI₁ 10.44 x CPI₂ 11.44 x CPI₃ 

Gwydir 21.89 24.08 x CPI₁ 26.49 x CPI₂ 28.99 x CPI₃ 

Namoi 31.15 34.26 x CPI₁ 36.21 x CPI₂ 36.21 x CPI₃ 

Peel 85.54 94.10 x CPI₁ 103.51 x CPI₂ 113.86 x CPI₃ 

Lachlan 31.89 35.08 x CPI₁ 38.59 x CPI₂ 42.45 x CPI₃ 

Macquarie 25.26 25.26 x CPI₁ 25.26 x CPI₂ 25.26 x CPI₃ 

Murray 2.89 3.18 x CPI₁ 3.42 x CPI₂ 3.42 x CPI₃ 

Murrumbidgee 5.68 6.24 x CPI₁ 6.83 x CPI₂ 6.83 x CPI₃ 

North Coast 17.52 19.27 x CPI₁ 21.19 x CPI₂ 23.31 x CPI₃ 

Hunter 27.36 27.36 x CPI₁ 27.36 x CPI₂ 27.36 x CPI₃ 

South Coast 45.83 50.41 x CPI₁ 55.46 x CPI₂ 61.00 x CPI₃ 

General Security Licence     

Border 3.48 3.83 x CPI₁ 4.21 x CPI₂ 4.61 x CPI₃ 

Gwydir 5.84 6.42 x CPI₁ 7.07 x CPI₂ 7.74 x CPI₃ 

Namoi 14.60 16.06 x CPI₁ 16.97 x CPI₂ 16.97 x CPI₃ 

Peel 8.41 9.25 x CPI₁ 10.17 x CPI₂ 11.19 x CPI₃ 

Lachlan 5.36 5.89 x CPI₁ 6.48 x CPI₂ 7.13 x CPI₃ 

Macquarie 5.28 5.28 x CPI₁ 5.28 x CPI₂ 5.28 x CPI₃ 

Murray 1.43 1.57 x CPI₁ 1.69 x CPI₂ 1.69 x CPI₃ 

Murrumbidgee 2.07 2.28 x CPI₁ 2.49 x CPI₂ 2.49 x CPI₃ 

Lowbidgeeb  2.48 2.73 x CPI₁ 3.01 x CPI₂ 3.17 x CPI₃ 

North Coast 13.58 14.94 x CPI₁ 16.43 x CPI₂ 18.08 x CPI₃ 

Hunter 21.26 21.26 x CPI₁ 21.26 x CPI₂ 21.26 x CPI₃ 

South Coast 24.04 26.44 x CPI₁ 29.08 x CPI₂ 31.99 x CPI₃ 

a. The charges in this table are annual charges and must therefore be pro-rated in accordance with clause 26(2) for any period under this 
determination to which this charge applies, and that is less than a full financial year. 
b. This only applies to holders of supplementary water access licences in Lowbidgee Valley.  
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Table 2.2 Water take charges for MDB Valleys and Coastal Valleys (excluding 
Lowbidgee) ($/ML) 

MDB Valley / 
Coastal Valley 

Commencement 
Date to 30 June 2027 

1 July 2027 to 
30 June 2028 

1 July 2028 to 30 
June 2029 

1 July 2029 to 30 
June 2030 

Border 10.16 11.17 x CPI₁ 12.29 x CPI₂ 13.52 x CPI₃ 

Gwydir 24.85 27.33 x CPI₁ 30.07 x CPI₂ 31.65 x CPI₃ 

Namoi 44.64 49.10 x CPI₁ 51.00 x CPI₂ 51.00 x CPI₃ 

Peel 35.42 38.96 x CPI₁ 42.86 x CPI₂ 47.14 x CPI₃ 

Lachlan 45.04 49.54 x CPI₁ 54.49 x CPI₂ 59.94 x CPI₃ 

Macquarie 31.27 31.33 x CPI₁ 31.33 x CPI₂ 31.33 x CPI₃ 

Murray 4.23 4.65 x CPI₁ 4.79 x CPI₂ 4.79 x CPI₃ 

Murrumbidgee 7.18 7.90 x CPI₁ 8.61 x CPI₂ 8.61 x CPI₃ 

North Coast 25.93 28.52 x CPI₁ 31.37 x CPI₂ 34.51 x CPI₃ 

Hunter 27.65 29.22 x CPI₁ 29.22 x CPI₂ 29.22 x CPI₃ 

South Coast 25.68 28.25 x CPI₁ 31.08 x CPI₂ 34.19 x CPI₃ 

Table 2.3 MDBA/BRC entitlement charges a ($/ML of Entitlement or $/unit share) 

MDB Valley 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

High Security 
Licence 

    

Border 6.05 6.65 x CPI₁ 7.32 x CPI₂ 8.05 x CPI₃ 

Murray 10.54 10.55 x CPI₁ 10.55 x CPI₂ 10.55 x CPI₃ 

Murrumbidgee 2.39 2.39 x CPI₁ 2.39 x CPI₂ 2.39 x CPI₃ 

General Security 
Licence     

Border 2.44 2.68 x CPI₁ 2.95 x CPI₂ 3.25 x CPI₃ 

Murray 5.22 5.23 x CPI₁ 5.23 x CPI₂ 5.23 x CPI₃ 

Murrumbidgee 0.87 0.87 x CPI₁ 0.87 x CPI₂ 0.87 x CPI₃ 

a. The charges in this table are annual charges and must therefore be pro-rated in accordance with clause 26(2) for any period under this 
determination to which this charge applies, and that is less than a full financial year. 

Table 2.4 MDBA/BRC water take charges ($/ML) 

MDB Valley 
Commencement Date 

to 30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

Border 1.19 1.31 x CPI₁ 1.44 x CPI₂ 1.59 x CPI₃ 

Murray 2.46 2.46 x CPI₁ 2.46 x CPI₂ 2.46 x CPI₃ 

Murrumbidgee 0.50 0.50 x CPI₁ 0.50 x CPI₂ 0.50 x CPI₃ 
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Table 2.5 Irrigation Corporations and districts discount a ($) 

Licence holder 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 
30 June 2029 

1 July 2029 to 
30 June 2030 

Murray Irrigation Limited 804,194.80 801,885.21 x CPI₁ 798,874.30 x CPI₂ 796,893.03 x CPI₃ 

Western Murray Irrigation 
Limited 

17,343.05 17,293.24 x CPI₁ 17,228.31 x CPI₂ 17,185.58 x CPI₃ 

West Corurgan 42,572.12 42,449.85 x CPI₁ 42,290.46 x CPI₂ 42,185.58 x CPI₃ 

Moira Irrigation Scheme 22,992.37 22,926.33 x CPI₁ 22,840.25 x CPI₂ 22,783.61 x CPI₃ 

Eagle Creek Scheme 4,181.83 4,169.82 x CPI₁ 4,154.16 x CPI₂ 4,143.86 x CPI₃ 

Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Limited 

724,704.36 723,484.71 x CPI₁ 722,198.43 x CPI₂ 721,241.94 x CPI₃ 

Coleambally Irrigation 
Limited 

320,595.75 320,056.20 x CPI₁ 319,487.18 x CPI₂ 319,064.04 x CPI₃ 

Jemalong Irrigation Limited 49,855.71 49,702.16 x CPI₁ 49,659.20 x CPI₂ 49,570.34 x CPI₃ 

a. The discounts in this table are annual discounts and must therefore be pro-rated in accordance with clause 26(2) for any period under this 
determination that is less than a full financial year. 

Table 2.6 Yanco Creek System entitlement charge a ($/ML of Entitlement or 
$/unit share) 

Charge 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

Yanco Creek System 
entitlement charge 0.96 0.96 x CPI₁ 0.96 x CPI₂ 0.96 x CPI₃ 

a. The charges in this table are annual charges and must therefore be pro-rated in accordance with clause 26(2) for any period under this 
determination to which this charge applies, and that is less than a full financial year. 

[NSWGG-2026-247-5] NSW Government Gazette 26 June 2026



Fish River Water Supply Scheme 
 

 
 
 

Maximum prices for Water NSW’s Rural Bulk Water Services from 1 July 2026 Page | 8 

 

Part 3 Fish River Water Supply Scheme 

12 Application 

(1) This Part sets out the maximum prices that Water NSW may levy for supplying rural bulk 
water services to customers in the Fish River Water Supply Scheme, other than 
Miscellaneous Charges. 

(2) The maximum prices that Water NSW may levy on customers in the Fish River Water 
Supply Scheme consist of the following: 

a) an access charge and a water take charge for each of bulk raw water and bulk filtered 
water, calculated in accordance with clause 13; and 

b) any relevant Miscellaneous Charges calculated in accordance with Part 5. 

(3) Subject to clause 12(4), the minimum annual quantity (MAQ) for a customer is the MAQ 
for that customer set out in Table 3.1. 

(4) Where the Fish River Licence has been amended after the Commencement Date: 

a) to alter the water allocation for a Major Customer (including Oberon Council); or 

b) to include a water allocation for a new Major Customer, 

the MAQ for that Major Customer is the yearly supply availability for that Major Customer 
under the Fish River Licence at “Nil” restriction level. 

[Note: For the avoidance of doubt, the new metering charges in the 2025 WAMC Determination do not apply in any circumstances to 
customers in the Fish River Water Supply Scheme.] 

13 Fish River Water Supply Customers 

Water NSW may levy the following maximum prices on customers in the Fish River Water 
Supply Scheme: 

(1) an access charge, expressed in dollars per kilolitre of MAQ, in: 

a) Table 3.2 for bulk raw water; and 

b) Table 3.3 for bulk filtered water, 

for the relevant customer and relevant year in that table, multiplied by that customer’s 
MAQ; and 

(2) a water take charge, expressed in dollars per kilolitre of water taken, calculated as 
follows: 

a) for each kilolitre of water taken up to and including the MAQ for the relevant customer 
– the first tier water take charge in: 

(i) Table 3.2 for bulk raw water; and 

(ii) Table 3.3 for bulk filtered water, 
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for the relevant year in that table, multiplied by that customer’s water take, up to 
and including that customer's MAQ; and 

b) for each kilolitre of water taken in excess of the MAQ for the relevant customer – the 
second tier water take charge, which is calculated by adding together the access 
charge and the first tier water take charge in: 

(i) Table 3.2 for bulk raw water; and 

(ii) Table 3.3 for bulk filtered water, 

for the relevant year in that table, multiplied by that part of the customer’s water 
take which is in excess of that customer's MAQ. 

[Note: The calculation in clause 13(1) requires multiplication by a customer's 'minimum annual quantity' and on that basis is an 
annual charge. In order to calculate the charge under clause 13(1) for any period under this determination that is less than a full 
financial year, the charge must be calculated in accordance with clause 13(1), then pro-rated in accordance with clause 26(2).] 

 

Table 3.1 Fish River Water Supply Scheme customers – minimum annual quantity 
(MAQ) 

Customer Bulk Raw Water Bulk Filtered Water 

Minor Customers (kL/year) 200 200 

EnergyAustralia (ML/year) 8,184 0 

Oberon Council (ML/year) 1,064 0 

Lithgow City Council (ML/year) 100 1,678 

Water NSW (Greater Sydney) (ML/year) 3,650 0 

Table 3.2 Fish River Water Supply Scheme customers – bulk raw water ($/kL) 

 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

Access charge     

Major Customers (except 
Oberon Council) 

0.71 0.78 x CPI₁ 0.81 x CPI₂ 0.81 x CPI₃ 

Minor Customers 0.71 0.78 x CPI₁ 0.81 x CPI₂ 0.81 x CPI₃ 

Oberon Council 0.61 0.67 x CPI₁ 0.73 x CPI₂ 0.81 x CPI₃ 

First tier water take 
charge 

    

Major Customers (except 
Oberon Council) 

0.47 0.52 x CPI₁ 0.57 x CPI₂ 0.62 x CPI₃ 

Minor Customers 0.47 0.52 x CPI₁ 0.57 x CPI₂ 0.62 x CPI₃ 

Oberon Council 0.37 0.40 x CPI₁ 0.44 x CPI₂ 0.49 x CPI₃ 
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Table 3.3 Fish River Water Supply Scheme customers – bulk filtered water ($/kL) 

 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

Access charge     

Major Customers 1.24 1.36 x CPI₁ 1.41 x CPI₂ 1.41 x CPI₃ 

Minor Customers 1.24 1.36 x CPI₁ 1.41 x CPI₂ 1.41 x CPI₃ 

First tier water take 
charge 

    

Major Customers 0.77 0.84 x CPI₁ 0.88 x CPI₂ 0.88 x CPI₃ 

Minor Customers 0.77 0.84 x CPI₁ 0.88 x CPI₂ 0.88 x CPI₃ 
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Part 4 Chaffey Dam Pipeline transfer 

14 Application 

Part 4 sets the maximum price that Water NSW may charge Tamworth Regional Council for the 
Chaffey Dam Pipeline transfer. 

15 Calculating the cost of the Chaffey Dam Pipeline transfer 

The maximum price that Water NSW may charge Tamworth Regional Council for the Chaffey 
Dam Pipeline transfer for a month is the amount calculated using the following formula: 

       𝑉𝑜𝑙𝑢𝑚𝑒 × 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑒 𝐸𝑛𝑒𝑟𝑔𝑦 𝐹𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑜𝑟 × 𝐸𝑛𝑒𝑟𝑔𝑦 𝑃𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑒  

 Where: 

a) Volume is the actual volume of water (ML) transferred during the month through the 
Chaffey Dam Pipeline, as measured and recorded by Water NSW; 

b) Composite Energy Factor is 0.391MWh/ML;  

c) Energy Price is, in respect of the month, an energy price benchmark specified in Table 
4.1. 

 

Table 4.1 Energy Price ($ per MWh) 

Commencement Date to 
30 June 2027 

1 July 2027 to 30 June 
2028 

1 July 2028 to 30 June 
2029 

1 July 2029 to 30 June 
2030 

135.83 133.22 x CPI₁ 133.41 x CPI₂ 133.12 x CPI₃ 
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Part 5 Miscellaneous charges 

16 Application 

This Part sets out the maximum prices that Water NSW may levy for supplying various 
miscellaneous rural bulk water services across MDB Valleys and Coastal Valleys, as well as to 
customers in the Fish River Water Supply Scheme. 

17 Meter service charge 

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), Water NSW may levy the relevant meter service charge set out 
in Table 5.1 on the holder of a Water Supply Work Approval with a Government-Owned 
Meter installed. This charge is expressed in dollars per Government-Owned Meter per 
annum, and is determined according to the size of the Government-Owned Meter. 

(2) On and from the New Government Meter Charge Trigger Day for a Government-Owned 
Meter, Water NSW may not levy the charge in clause 17(1). 

[Note: For a Government-Owned Meter that measures water taken from a Regulated River water source, on and from the New Government 
Meter Charge Trigger Day for that meter, refer to clauses 24 and 25 of the 2025 WAMC Determination.] 

18 Meter accuracy testing charge 

(1) Where a Licence Holder requests that Water NSW conduct a Meter Accuracy Test, 
Water NSW may levy the meter accuracy deposit set out in Table 5.2. Water NSW must 
return the meter accuracy deposit to the customer if the relevant Government-Owned 
Meter is not found to be within relevant accuracy standards. 

(2) Where Water NSW conducts a Meter Accuracy Test and the Government-Owned Meter 
is found to be within the relevant accuracy standards, Water NSW may levy the total 
meter accuracy testing charge set out in Table 5.2, less the meter accuracy deposit set 
out in Table 5.2. 

19 Other Miscellaneous Charges 

Water NSW may levy the other Miscellaneous Charges set out in Table 5.3 on a Licence Holder. 
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Table 5.1 Meter service charges a ($ per meter) 

Size of Government- 
Owned Meter 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

50mm 597.53 597.53 x CPI₁ 597.53 x CPI₂ 597.53 x CPI₃ 

80mm 600.32 600.32 x CPI₁ 600.32 x CPI₂ 600.32 x CPI₃ 

100mm 600.31 600.31 x CPI₁ 600.31 x CPI₂ 600.31 x CPI₃ 

150mm 607.36 607.36 x CPI₁ 607.36 x CPI₂ 607.36 x CPI₃ 

200mm 610.85 610.85 x CPI₁ 610.85 x CPI₂ 610.85 x CPI₃ 

250mm 614.09 614.09 x CPI₁ 614.09 x CPI₂ 614.09 x CPI₃ 

300mm 622.42 622.42 x CPI₁ 622.42 x CPI₂ 622.42 x CPI₃ 

350mm 659.92 659.92 x CPI₁ 659.92 x CPI₂ 659.92 x CPI₃ 

400mm 682.25 682.25 x CPI₁ 682.25 x CPI₂ 682.25 x CPI₃ 

450mm 686.55 686.55 x CPI₁ 686.55 x CPI₂ 686.55 x CPI₃ 

500mm 704.84 704.84 x CPI₁ 704.84 x CPI₂ 704.84 x CPI₃ 

600mm 728.27 728.27 x CPI₁ 728.27 x CPI₂ 728.27 x CPI₃ 

700mm 756.11 756.11 x CPI₁ 756.11 x CPI₂ 756.11 x CPI₃ 

750mm 795.11 795.11 x CPI₁ 795.11 x CPI₂ 795.11 x CPI₃ 

800mm 821.45 821.45 x CPI₁ 821.45 x CPI₂ 821.45 x CPI₃ 

900mm 829.80 829.80 x CPI₁ 829.80 x CPI₂ 829.80 x CPI₃ 

1,000mm 845.22 845.22 x CPI₁ 845.22 x CPI₂ 845.22 x CPI₃ 

Channel 7,831.31 7,831.31 x CPI₁ 7,831.31 x CPI₂ 7,831.31 x CPI₃ 

a. The charges in this table are annual charges and must therefore be pro-rated in accordance with clause 26(2) for any period under this 
determination to which this charge applies, and that is less than a full financial year. 

Table 5.2 Meter accuracy testing charges ($ per meter tested) 

Meter accuracy 
testing charges 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

Meter accuracy deposit 1,750 1,750 1,750 1,750 

Total meter accuracy 
testing charge (if meter 
is found to be within 
accuracy standards) 

    

Verification and testing 
in situ 

5,808.58 1,750.00 + 4,058.58 
x CPI₁ 

1,750.00 + 4,058.58 
x CPI₂ 

1,750.00 + 4,058.58 
x CPI₃ 

Lab verification and 
testing 

8,691.89 1,750.00 + 6,941.89 
x CPI₁ 

1,750.00 + 6,941.89 
x CPI₂ 

1,750.00 + 6,941.89 
x CPI₃ 
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Table 5.3 Other Miscellaneous Charges ($) 

Charge 

Commencement 
Date to 

30 June 2027 
1 July 2027 to 30 

June 2028 
1 July 2028 to 30 

June 2029 
1 July 2029 to 30 

June 2030 

Fish River connection 
charge (per connection)    

 

Low complexity 
connectiona 

1,150.44 1,150.44 x CPI₁ 1,150.44 x CPI₂ 1,150.44 x CPI₃ 

Medium complexity 
connectionb 

4,361.94 4,361.94 x CPI₁ 4,361.94 x CPI₂ 4,361.94 x CPI₃ 

High complexity 
connectionc 

8,918.28 8,918.28 x CPI₁ 8,918.28 x CPI₂ 8,918.28 x CPI₃ 

Fish River disconnection 
charge (per 
disconnection) 

323.88 323.88 x CPI₁ 323.88 x CPI₂ 323.88 x CPI₃ 

a. Where no tapping band or pressure reducing valve is required. 
b. Where a tapping band is required. 
c. Where a pressure reducing valve is required. 

[NSWGG-2026-247-5] NSW Government Gazette 26 June 2026



Legislative framework 
 

 
 
 

Maximum prices for Water NSW’s Rural Bulk Water Services from 1 July 2026 Page | 15 

 

Part 6 Legislative framework 

20 Legislative framework 

(1) This determination is made under Part 3 of the IPART Act. IPART is required to conduct 
investigations and make reports to the Minister on the determination of pricing for 
government monopoly services supplied by a government agency specified in 
Schedule 1 to the IPART Act.  

(2) Water NSW is listed as a government agency in Schedule 1 to the IPART Act, but 
excluding any services provided by Water NSW in respect of which fees or charges may 
be approved or determined in accordance with Parts 6 or 7 of the WCR, or the applied 
provisionsa under Part 3B of the IPART Act. 

(3) The ACCC has formed the view that Water NSW ceased to be a Part 6 operator under 
rule 23 of the WCR after 30 June 2025, such that fees and charges for services provided 
by Water NSW may not be approved or determined in accordance with the WCR and 
must be set under NSW law.b  

(4) Section 4(1) of the IPART Act provides that a government monopoly service is a service 
supplied by a government agency and declared to be a government monopoly service. 
Section 4(7) of the IPART Act provides that Water NSW is taken to be the supplier of any 
government monopoly services for which fees and charges are payable under the Water 
NSW Act. 

(5) The Water Services Order declares certain services provided by the ‘State Water 
Corporation’ to be government monopoly services, namely: 

a) the making available of water; 

b) the making available of the State Water Corporation’s water supply facilities; or 

c) the supplying of water, whether by means of the State Water Corporation’s water 
supply facilities or otherwise, 

(together, Monopoly Services). 

(6) References to the former State Water Corporation in the Water Services Order are to be 
read as references to Water NSW, in accordance with clause 24 of Schedule 2 of the 
Water NSW Act. 

(7) Accordingly, under the IPART Act, IPART is to conduct an investigation and make a report 
to the Minister that determines maximum prices for Monopoly Services supplied by 
Water NSW. 

 

 
a  The 'applied provisions' include, among other things, Divisions 2, 3 and 4 of Part 6 of the WCR, and Schedule 2 of the 

WCR.  
b  ‘ACCC Decision - WaterNSW will cease to be a Part 6 operator under the Water Charge Rules 2010’, 13 April 2022.  
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Part 7 Definitions and interpretation 

21 Interpretation 

In this determination: 

(1) headings are for convenience only and do not affect the interpretation of this 
determination; 

(2) a reference to a part, clause, paragraph or table is a reference to a part of, clause of, 
paragraph in, or table in, this determination unless otherwise indicated; 

(3) a construction that would promote a purpose or object expressly or impliedly underlying 
the IPART Act is to be preferred to a construction that would not promote that purpose 
or object; 

(4) a reference to a law or statute includes regulations, rules, codes and other instruments 
(including licences) under it and consolidations, amendments, re-enactments or 
replacements of them or of the law or statute itself; 

(5) a reference to a Licence Holder’s water take for the purposes of calculating a water take 
charge as that term is used in Part 2 (including an MDBA/BRC water take charge as that 
term is used in Part 2) means: 

a) where the Licence Holder has traded or transferred an allocation of water (including 
by "tagging" the relevant Water Licence) to a person whose extraction of water is 
measured by a Government-Owned Meter - the metered volume of water extracted 
by that person; 

b) where the Licence Holder has traded or transferred an allocation of water (including 
by "tagging" the relevant Water Licence) to a person whose extraction of water is not 
measured by a Government-Owned Meter: 

(i) if Water NSW has access to relevant and reliable metering information – the 
metered volume of water extracted by that person; or 

(ii) if relevant and reliable metering information is not reasonably available to Water 
NSW – Water NSW's best estimate of the volume of water extracted by that 
person; or 

c) in any other case - the metered volume of water extracted by the Licence Holder; 

(6) a reference to a person includes a reference to the person’s executors, administrators, 
successors, replacements (including, but not limited to, persons taking by novation), 
agents and assigns; 

(7) a reference to a body, whether statutory or not: 

a) which ceases to exist; or 

b) whose powers or functions are transferred to another body, 

is a reference to the body which replaces it or which substantially succeeds to its 
powers or functions; and 
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(8) a reference to a business name which is replaced by a different business name is taken 
to be a reference to the replacement business name. 

22 Rounding rules 

(1) Any maximum price calculated in accordance with this determination is to be rounded 
to the nearest whole cent. 

(2) For the purposes of rounding a maximum price under clause 22(1), any amount that is a 
multiple of 0.5 cents (but not a multiple of 1 cent), is to be rounded up to the nearest 
whole cent. 

(3) The CPI Multipliers calculated under clause 31 are to be rounded to three decimal places 
before adjusting a maximum price for inflation. 

(4) For the purposes of rounding the CPI Multipliers under clause 22(3), any amount that is a 
multiple of 0.0005 (but not a multiple of 0.001) is to be rounded up to three decimal 
places.  

23 Explanatory notes 

Explanatory notes and examples do not form part of this determination, but in the case of 
uncertainty may be relied on for interpretation purposes. 

24 Prices exclusive of GST 

(1) Maximum prices specified in this determination exclude GST.  

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, where GST is lawfully applied to maximum prices under this 
determination, the resulting GST inclusive price is consistent with this determination. 

25 Billing cycle and meter reading 

For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this determination affects when Water NSW:  

(1) may issue a bill to a customer for prices or charges under this determination, or  

(2) must read a meter.  

26 Annual charges and pro-rating 

(1) The annual charges in this determination apply to each financial year (1 July to 30 June 
inclusive). 

(2) In respect of any period after the Commencement Date that is less than a full financial 
year, the annual charges and annual discounts in this determination (other than charges 
calculated by reference to water take) will be pro-rated for that period, based on the 
proportion that the number of days in that period bears to the number of days in the 
financial year. 
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[Note: For example, if this determination were to commence on 1 August 2026, the annual charges in this determination would 
be pro-rated based on the number of days in the period from 1 August 2026 to 30 June 2027 as a proportion of the total 
number of days in the financial year from 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027.] 

(3) Different annual charges apply to Government-Owned Meters and Privately-Owned 
Meters. Where a person switches from a Government-Owned Meter to a Privately-
Owned Meter (or vice versa), the annual charges will be pro-rated based on the 
proportion of days in the year that the person had: 

a) a Government-Owned Meter installed; and 

b) a Privately-Owned Meter installed. 

[Note: Clause 26 is not intended to prohibit Water NSW from issuing a bill for any period before the Commencement Date.] 

27 Billing on behalf of WAMC 

Nothing in this determination prevents Water NSW from billing on behalf of WAMC for services 
provided by WAMC. 

28 Entitlement charges 

For the purpose of calculating an entitlement charge, as that term is used in Part 2 (including an 
MDBA/BRC entitlement charge as that term is used in Part 2): 

(1) a reference to an Entitlement is a reference to an Entitlement without regard to any part 
of the Entitlement that may be carried over from a previous year; 

(2) where the share component of the Water Licence is expressed as a volume, the 
entitlement charge is expressed in dollars per megalitre of Entitlement; and 

(3) where the share component of the Water Licence is expressed in unit shares or as a 
proportion of available water, the entitlement charge is expressed in dollars per unit 
share. 

29 Metering of water take charges for Irrigation Corporations 

The metering of water take charges for the supply of water to an Irrigation Corporation from a 
Valley is to be determined at the point or points of offtake from the Regulated River or as set out 
in that Irrigation Corporation’s Water Supply Work Approval. 

30 MDB and Coastal Valleys 

(1) In this determination, a reference to an MDB Valley is a reference to the relevant Valley 
in the MDB more fully described in the following table: 
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Table 6.1 MDB Valley 

 Description 

Regulated Rivers  

Border If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the Border 
Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Border Rivers including the Severn, the Macintyre and Dumaresq rivers 
down to Mungindi. 

Gwydir If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the Gwydir 
Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Gwydir River and Gwydir Wetlands, Mehi River, Gil Creek and Moomin 
Creek to the junction with the Barwon River. 

Namoi If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the Namoi 
Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Namoi River to Peel River and Pian Creek to Barwon River. 

Peel If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the Peel 
Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Peel River to junction with Namoi River. 

Lachlan If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the Lachlan 
Valley and Belubula River, then the water sources as defined in those plans. 
In any other case: Lachlan and Belubula River to the Murrumbidgee River junction. 

Macquarie If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the 
Macquarie Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Macquarie River, the Cudgegong and Bogen rivers to junction with Darling 
River. 

Murray If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the Murray 
Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Murray River including the Darling River below Menindee. 

Murrumbidgee If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the 
Murrumbidgee Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan (excluding Lowbidgee 
extractions). 
In any other case: Murrumbidgee River to junction with Murray River, including Yanco, 
Columbo and Billabong Creeks and Tumut River. 

Lowbidgee If a relevant water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the 
Lowbidgee Valley, then the water sources for the Lowbidgee area as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: the area of the former Lowbidgee Flood Control and Irrigation District, as 
constituted under the former Part 7 of the Water Act (NSW), plus a small additional area 
required to incorporate the whole of the water body Lake Marimley in the water source. 

(2) In this determination, a reference to a Coastal Valley is a reference to the relevant Valley 
more fully described in the following table: 

Table 6.2 Coastal Valley 

Regulated Rivers Description 

North Coast If a water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the North Coast 
Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Regulated flows for Iron Pot and Eden Creeks. 

Hunter If a water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the Hunter Valley and 
Paterson River, then the water sources as defined in those plans. 
In any other case: Hunter River, including Paterson River and Glennies Creek. 
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South Coast If a water sharing plan under the Water Management Act is in place for the South Coast 
Valley, then the water sources as defined in that plan. 
In any other case: Brogo and Bega River Catchments. 

(3) A reference in this determination to the ’relevant MDB Valley’ or the ‘relevant Coastal 
Valley’ (other than in the case of the water take component of a licence) is a reference to 
the MDB Valley or the Coastal Valley for a Licence Holder as set out in the Licence 
Register. In the case of the water take component of a licence, the ’relevant MDB Valley’ 
or the ‘relevant Coastal Valley’ is: 

a) in the case of a Tagged Water Entitlement: the MDB Valley or Coastal Valley as set 
out in the Licence Register for the Licence Holder whose nomination of the ‘tagged’ 
extraction point has been approved under section 71W of the Water Management 
Act; and 

b) in the case of a licence transfer, or an assignment of rights or water allocations, each 
under Chapter 3, Part 2 of the Water Management Act: the MDB Valley or Coastal 
Valley as set out in the Licence Register for the transferor or assignee (as the case 
may be). 

31 Consumer Price Index 

(1) CPI means:  

a) the consumer price All Groups index number for the weighted average of eight 
capital cities, published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, or  

b) if the Australian Bureau of Statistics does not or ceases to publish the index, then CPI 
will mean an index determined by IPART. 

(2) The CPI Multipliers are calculated using the applicable formula in Box 6.1: 

Box 6.1 Calculation of CPI Multipliers 

𝐶𝑃𝐼1 =
𝐶𝑃𝐼𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑐ℎ2027

𝐶𝑃𝐼𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑐ℎ2026

 

𝐶𝑃𝐼2 =
𝐶𝑃𝐼𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑐ℎ2028

𝐶𝑃𝐼𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑐ℎ2026

 

𝐶𝑃𝐼3 =
𝐶𝑃𝐼𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑐ℎ2029

𝐶𝑃𝐼𝑀𝑎𝑟𝑐ℎ2026

 

Where: 

CPIMarch2026 means CPI for the March quarter of 2026; 

CPIMarch2027 means CPI for the March quarter of 2027; 

CPIMarch2028 means CPI for the March quarter of 2028; and 
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Box 6.1 Calculation of CPI Multipliers 
CPIMarch2029 means CPI for the March quarter of 2029. 

32 Definitions 

32.1 General definitions 

In this determination: 

2025 Determination means IPART’s determination titled ‘Maximum prices for Water NSW’s 
Rural Bulk Water Services from 1 July 2025’ published in New South Wales, Government 
Gazette, No. 265 of 27 June 2025, p 195. 

2025 WAMC Determination means IPART’s determination titled ‘Water Administration 
Ministerial Corporation - Maximum prices for water management services from 1 October 2025’ 
published in New South Wales, Government Gazette, No. 397 of 29 September 2025, p 2. 

Aboriginal Community Development Licence means the category of access licence 
referred to in Schedule 3 of the Water Management Regulation as a 'regulated river (high 
security) Aboriginal community development' licence. 

Aboriginal Cultural Licence means the category of access licence referred to in Schedule 
3 of the Water Management Regulation as a 'regulated river (high security) Aboriginal 
cultural' licence. 

ACCC means the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission. 

BRC means the Dumaresq-Barwon Border Rivers Commission constituted under the New 
South Wales-Queensland Border Rivers Agreement made in 1946 and ratified under 
section 5 of the New South Wales—Queensland Border Rivers Act 1947 (NSW). 

Chaffey Dam Pipeline means the pipeline that:  

(a) transports water from the Chaffey Dam to Calala Water Treatment Plant; and  

(b) is operated by, or on behalf of, Water NSW.   

Coastal Valley has the meaning given in clause 30(2). 

Commencement Date has the meaning given to that term in clause 2(1). 

CPI Multiplier means CPI1, CPI2 or CPI3 as defined in clause 31.  

Entitlement means the maximum quantity of water that a Licence Holder has a right to take 
from a Regulated River in a Valley by means of a Water Licence. 
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Fish River Licence means the water management licence granted in May 2012 under Part 9 
of the Water Act (NSW) pertaining to the taking and use of water from the Fish River and 
the Duckmaloi River, as amended or replaced from time to time (including, where replaced 
by a licence or approval under the Water Management Act). 

Fish River Water Supply Scheme has the meaning given to that term in the Water NSW 
Act. 

General Security Licence means a Water Licence of any of the following types (within the 
meaning of section 57 of the Water Management Act and Schedule 3 of the Water 
Management Regulation): 

(a) supplementary water access licence to the extent that it applies to the Lowbidgee 
Valley; 

(b) the following access licences: 

(i) regulated river (conveyance) access licence; 

(ii) regulated river (general security) access licence; 

(iii) Murrumbidgee Irrigation (conveyance) access licence; 

(iv) Coleambally Irrigation (conveyance) access licence; or 

(c) any other access licence that is not a High Security Licence or a supplementary water 
access licence. 

Government-Owned Meter means a meter that is owned by the NSW Government and 
installed in connection with a Water Supply Work, including any such meter owned by 
Water NSW, WAMC or any other NSW government agency or state owned corporation. 

High Security Licence means a Water Licence of any of the following types (within the 
meaning of section 57 of the Water Management Act): 

(a) local water utility access licence; 

(b) major utility access licence; 

(c) domestic and stock access licence; or 

(d) regulated river (high security) access licence. 

IPART means the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of New South Wales 
established under the IPART Act. 

IPART Act means the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal Act 1992 (NSW). 

Irrigation Corporation has the meaning given to that term under the Water Management 
Act. 

Licence Holder means the holder of a Water Licence. 

Licence Register means the Water Access Licence Register kept under section 71 of the 
Water Management Act. 

Major Customer means a customer in the Fish River Water Supply Scheme specifically 
identified in the Fish River Licence. 

[Note: At the Commencement Date, the Major Customers are EnergyAustralia, Oberon Council, Lithgow City Council and Water 
NSW (Greater Sydney).] 
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MAQ refers to minimum annual quantity and has the meaning given in clauses 12(3) or 12(4), 
as the case may be. 

MDB has the meaning given to the term ‘Murray-Darling Basin’ in section 18A of the Water 
Act (Cth). 

[Note: An indicative map of the MDB is set out in Schedule 1A of the Water Act (Cth).] 

MDB Valley has the meaning given in clause 30(1). 

MDBA means the Murray-Darling Basin Authority, being the authority established under 
section 171 of the Water Act (Cth). 

Meter Accuracy Test means a test, conducted at a Licence Holder's request, of a 
Government- Owned Meter to determine whether that Government-Owned Meter meets 
relevant accuracy standards. 

Metering Requirements means the metering equipment standards set out in Schedule 5 of 
the Water Management Regulation. 

Minor Customer means a customer in the Fish River Water Supply Scheme that is not a 
Major Customer. 

Miscellaneous Charge means any charge included in Part 5. 

Monopoly Service has the meaning given to that term in clause 20(5). 

New Government Meter Charge Trigger Day means, in respect of a Government-Owned 
Meter, the later of: 

(a) the day the meter becomes compliant with the Metering Requirements; and 

(b) if there is a date specified in the Water Management Regulation from which a temporary 
exemption from the Metering Requirements would cease to have effect in respect of the 
meter, that date. 

Privately-Owned Meter means a meter that is not a Government-Owned Meter. 

Regulated River has the meaning given to that term under the Water Management Act. 

Regulated River Bulk Water Services has the meaning given in clause 5(1). 

Tagged Water Entitlement means an Entitlement held by a Licence Holder that has been 
‘tagged’ to an extraction point under section 71W of the Water Management Act. 

Tamworth Regional Council means any council constituted from time to time under the 
Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) in respect of an area which covers all, or a substantial 
part, of the area of the Tamworth Regional Council as constituted at the Commencement 
Date. 

Valley means an MDB Valley or a Coastal Valley, as the case may be. 
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WAMC means the Water Administration Ministerial Corporation, being the corporation 
established under section 371 of the Water Management Act, and which is a continuation of, 
and the same legal entity as, the corporation of that name constituted by the Water 
Administration Act 1986 (NSW) (by virtue of clause 17 of Schedule 9 of the Water 
Management Act). 

Water Act (Cth) means the Water Act 2007 (Cth). 

Water Act (NSW) means the Water Act 1912 (NSW). 

Water Licence means an access licence referred to in section 56 of the Water 
Management Act, of any the following categories (as referred to in section 57 of that Act 
and Schedule 3 of the Water Management Regulation): 

(a) regulated river (high security) access licence; 

(b) regulated river (general security) access licence; 

(c) regulated river (conveyance) access licence; 

(d) supplementary water access licence; 

(e) major utility access licence; 

(f) local water utility access licence; 

(g) domestic and stock access licence; 

(h) Murrumbidgee Irrigation (conveyance) access licence; 

(i) Coleambally Irrigation (conveyance) access licence; or 

(j) any other category of access licence that authorises the extraction of water from a 
Regulated River. 

[Note: For the avoidance of doubt, this determination does not apply to floodplain harvesting access licences.] 

Water Management Act means the Water Management Act 2000 (NSW). 

Water Management Regulation means the Water Management (General) Regulation 2025 
(NSW). 

Water NSW means the statutory corporation constituted under the Water NSW Act. 

Water NSW Act means the Water NSW Act 2014 (NSW). 

Water Services Order means the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (Water 
Services) Order 2004. 

Water Supply Work has the meaning given to that term in the Water Management Act. 

Water Supply Work Approval has the meaning given to that term in the Water 
Management Act. 

WCR means the Water Charge Rules 2010 (Cth).  

Yanco Creek System has the meaning given to the term 'Yanco System' in Schedule 1 of 
the Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee Regulated River Water Source 2016 . 
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