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Fisheries Management Act 1994 

Fisheries Management (Aquaculture) Regulation 2024 

Lease offer notice under section 43(1) 

Public tender of aquaculture leases in NSW 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) is offering by public 
tender 19 leases in various estuaries of NSW, for the purpose of aquaculture. 

Lease number Approximate 
lease area (ha) Estuary OISAS status 

AL23/028 

(new ground) 
0.135 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL24/040  
(formerly known as OL76/014) 1.055 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/006 
(formerly known as OL70/391) 1.035 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/007 
(formerly known as OL97/026) 0.416 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/008 
(formerly known as OL97/012) 1.17 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/009 
(formerly known as OL86/252) 1.503 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/011 
(formerly known as OL86/180) 0.238 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/012 
(formerly known as OL80/113) 0.8 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/013 
(formerly known as OL75/233) 0.57 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/014 
(formerly known as OL74/280) 0.523 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/015 
(formerly known as OL71/277) 0.461 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/016 
(formerly known as OL71/144) 0.31 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/017 
(formerly known as OL70/578) 0.544 ha Macleay River POAA 

AL26/018 
(formerly known as OL70/492) 1.2 ha Macleay River POAA 
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Lease number Approximate 
lease area (ha) Estuary OISAS status 

AL26/023 
(formerly known as OL69/432) 0.859 ha Hastings River POAA 

AL26/019 
(formerly known as OL70/357) 0.137 ha Manning River POAA 

AL26/020 
(formerly known as OL72/071) 0.153 ha Manning River POAA 

AL26/021 
(formerly known as OL86/145) 0.172 ha Manning River POAA 

AL26/022 
(formerly known as OL84/143) 0.187 ha Manning River POAA 

All tenders must be marked ‘Confidential’ and submitted via one of the following options:  

 Mail: Tender Box, Port Stephens Fisheries Institute, Locked Bag 1, Nelson Bay, 
NSW, 2315, or 

 Email: aquaculture.tenderbox@dpird.nsw.gov.au. 

Tenders must be received no later than 4:00 pm on Friday 2nd October 2026. 

A minimum tender premium of $500 per lease has been applied to the leases. 

To be eligible to participate in the tender, a tenderer must meet one of the following 
criteria: 

 They hold a current class A aquaculture permit. 

 They are applying for a new aquaculture permit as part of the tender. 

 They have an agreement with a current permit holder to sublet the lease/s they are 
tendering for. 

All lease areas are being tendered in an “as is” condition. Any improvements (including 
cultivation materials, lease markings and structures) that are present on the leases have 
not been valued and will become the responsibility of the new lessees. 

For all leases being offered, the successful tenderer will need to organise for a registered 
surveyor to complete a survey of the lease and develop a new lease plan. This will be done 
at the successful tenderer’s expense.  

Any lease granted will be subject to standard covenants and conditions of an aquaculture 
lease and aquaculture permit, as prescribed under the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 
Special lease and permit conditions may also be applied. Information on the conditions 
that may be applied can be found in the Request for Tender document. 

Lease rent is charged annually, currently at $64 per hectare (excluding GST), which is 
subject to an annual consumer price index (CPI) adjustment. Tenure of a lease will be up 
to 15 years. 

Further information can be obtained on the Department’s website at 
https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/dpi/fishing/aquaculture/tenders or by contacting 
Aquaculture Administration at the Port Stephens Fisheries Institute on 1300 603 845. 
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Program Leader, Aquaculture 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Management 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
 

Pursuant to section 136 of the Mining Act 1992 and section 16 of the Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991 

 
NOTICE is given that the following applications have been received:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATIONS 
  

(APP-2026-180) 
 

No. 7109, Great Southern Precious Metals Pty Ltd (ACN 645 667 750), area of 48 units, for Group 1, dated 
19 August 2026. (Inverell Local Government Area). 
  

(APP-2026-183) 
 

No. 7110, Barrier Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 653 507 861), area of 20 units, for Group 1 and Group 2, dated 
20 August 2026. (Unincorporated Local Government Area). 
  

(APP-2026-181) 
 

No. 7111, Neo Double Eagle Resources Pty Ltd (ACN 673532557), area of 92 units, for Group 1, Group 10, 
Group 2, Group 3 and Group 5, dated 20 August 2026. (Warrumbungle Local Government Area). 
  

(APP-2026-185) 
 

No. 7112, Perilya Broken Hill Limited (ACN 099761289), area of 2 units, for Group 1, dated 21 August 
2026. (Broken Hill Local Government Area). 
 

 
NOTICE is given that the following applications have been granted:  
 

EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATIONS 
 

(APP-2026-95) 
 

No. 7054, now Exploration Licence No. 9938, Caadia Metals Pty Ltd (ACN 693096632), County of Clive, 
Map Sheet (9240), area of 12 units, for Group 1 and Group 6, dated 21 August 2026, for a term until 21 
August 2030.  
 

(APP-2026-104) 
 

No. 7061, now Exploration Licence No. 9940, Caadia Metals Pty Ltd (ACN 693096632), Counties of Hawes 
and Macquarie, Map Sheet (9335), area of 6 units, for Group 1, dated 21 August 2026, for a term until 21 
August 2030.  
  

(APP-2026-106) 
 

No. 7063, now Exploration Licence No. 9939, Caadia Metals Pty Ltd (ACN 693096632), County of Murray, 
Map Sheet (8727), area of 42 units, for Group 1, dated 21 August 2026, for a term until 21 August 2030.  
 

(APP-2026-111) 
 

No. 7068, now Exploration Licence No. 9941, Caadia Metals Pty Ltd (ACN 693096632), County of Hawes, 
Map Sheet (9235), area of 7 units, for Group 1, dated 21 August 2026, for a term until 21 August 2030.  
  

 
NOTICE is given that the following applications for renewal have been received:  
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EXPLORATION LICENCES 
 

(REN-2026-216) 
 

Assessment Lease No. 37 (Act 1992), Westlime Pty Limited (ACN 090152828), area of 561 hectares. 
Application for renewal received 24 August 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-230) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 3326, Hillgrove Mines Pty Ltd (ACN 102660506), area of 8 units. Application for 
renewal received 21 August 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-181) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 5982, Zintoba Pty Ltd (ACN 001 318 341) and Peak Gold Mines Pty Ltd (ACN 
001533777), area of 9 units. Application for renewal received 24 August 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-223) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9601, Critical Rare Earths Pty Ltd (ACN 672264452), area of 40 units. Application 
for renewal received 20 August 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-228) 
 

Exploration (Prospecting) Licence No. 3365, Perilya Broken Hill Limited (ACN 099761289), area of 2 units. 
Application for renewal received 19 August 2026.  
  

 
RENEWAL OF CERTAIN AUTHORITIES 

 
Notice is given that the following authorities have been renewed:  
  

(REN-2026-96) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 2033, Cadia Holdings Pty Limited (ACN 062648006), County of Bathurst, Map 
Sheet (8630, 8730), area of 32 units, for a further term until 6 July 2031. Renewal effective on and from 21 
August 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-4) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 6040, Gold and Copper Resources Pty Limited (ACN 124534863), County of 
Bathurst, Map Sheet (8731), area of 26 units, for a further term until 21 January 2028. Renewal effective on 
and from 20 August 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-110) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 6258, Stannum Pty Ltd (ACN 121771695), County of Cowper, Map Sheet (8137), 
area of 38 units, for a further term until 21 June 2032. Renewal effective on and from 20 August 2026.  
  
  

(REN-2026-71) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 6317, Centennial Mandalong Pty Limited (ACN 101508892), County of 
Northumberland, Map Sheet (9131), area of 116.1 hectares, for a further term until 17 March 2028. 
Renewal effective on and from 14 August 2026.  
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(REN-2026-125) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8442, Cosmos Exploration Limited (ACN 648890126) and Rarex Limited (ACN 105 
578 756), County of Bathurst, Map Sheet (8731), area of 14 units, for a further term until 11 May 2030. 
Renewal effective on and from 12 August 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-19) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8972, Endeavour Coal Pty Limited (ACN 099830476), County of Camden, Map 
Sheet (9029), area of 4087 hectares, for a further term until 29 April 2032. Renewal effective on and from 
19 August 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-126) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9194, Starlight Exploration Pty Ltd (ACN 678174386), County of Fitzgerald, Map 
Sheet (7537), area of 54 units, for a further term until 7 June 2029. Renewal effective on and from 19 
August 2026.  
   

(REN-2026-149) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9827, Maxwell North Pty Ltd (ACN 690416169), County of Durham, Map Sheet 
(9033), area of 3643 hectares, for a further term until 20 January 2032. Renewal effective on and from 19 
August 2026.  
  

 
REFUSAL OF APPLICATIONS FOR RENEWAL 

 
Notice is given that the applications for renewal in respect of the following authorities have been refused:  
  

(REN-2022-219) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8296, AU Exploration Pty Ltd (ACN 160 240 746), County of Farnell, Map Sheet 
(7135, 7235), area of 18 units. The authority ceased to have effect on 11 August 2026.  
  

(REN-2026-81) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8541, Oberon Gold Pty Ltd (ACN 614 926 591), County of Ashburnham, Map Sheet 
(8631), area of 14 units. The authority ceased to have effect on 19 August 2026.  
 

 
WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATIONS FOR RENEWAL 

 
Notice is given that the applications for renewal in respect of the following authorities have been 
withdrawn:  
  

(REN-2026-148) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8112, Peel (CSP) Pty Ltd (ACN 600550141), County of Blaxland, Map Sheet (8033), 
area of 7 units. The authority ceased to have effect on 20 August 2026.  
   

(REN-2022-230) 
 

Petroleum Production Lease No. 4 (Act 1991), AGL Upstream Investments Pty Limited (ACN 115063744), , 
Map Sheet (9029-1-N, 9029-1-S, 9029-4-N, 9029-4-S), area of 55.4 square kilometres. The authority ceased 
to have effect on 21 August 2026.  
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APPLICATIONS TO TRANSFER RECEIVED 
 

Notice is given that the following applications to transfer have been received:  
  

(TRF-2026-51) 
 

TAHMOOR COAL PTY LTD (ACN 076663968) has applied for approval to transfer Consolidated Coal Lease 
No. 716 to Golden M Tahmoor Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ACN 697956791). Application received 24 August 
2026. 
  

(TRF-2026-52) 
 

BARGO COLLIERIES PTY LTD (ACN 000 970 276) has applied for approval to transfer Consolidated Coal 
Lease No. 747 to Golden M Tahmoor Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ACN 697956791). Application received 24 
August 2026. 
   

(TRF-2026-51) 
 

TAHMOOR COAL PTY LTD (ACN 076663968) has applied for approval to transfer Mining Lease No. 1308 to 
Golden M Tahmoor Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ACN 697956791). Application received 24 August 2026. 
  

(TRF-2026-51) 
 

TAHMOOR COAL PTY LTD (ACN 076663968) has applied for approval to transfer Mining Lease No. 1376 to 
Golden M Tahmoor Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ACN 697956791). Application received 24 August 2026. 
   

(TRF-2026-51) 
 

TAHMOOR COAL PTY LTD (ACN 076663968) has applied for approval to transfer Mining Lease No. 1539 to 
Golden M Tahmoor Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ACN 697956791). Application received 24 August 2026. 
   

(TRF-2026-51) 
 

TAHMOOR COAL PTY LTD (ACN 076663968) has applied for approval to transfer Mining Lease No. 1642 to 
Golden M Tahmoor Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ACN 697956791). Application received 24 August 2026. 
  

 
REQUESTED CANCELLATIONS  

   
(CAN-2026-41) 

 
Exploration Licence No. 8699 (Act 1992), AUSTRALIAN CONSOLIDATED GOLD HOLDINGS PTY LTD (ACN 
619975405), County of Kennedy, County of Narromine and County of Oxley, Map Sheet (8333, 8433), area 
of 63 units. Request for cancellation was received on 19 August 2026.   
  

(CAN-2026-41) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 8730 (Act 1992), AUSTRALIAN CONSOLIDATED GOLD HOLDINGS PTY LTD (ACN 
619975405), County of Canbelego and County of Gregory, Map Sheet (8335), area of 30 units. Request for 
cancellation was received on 19 August 2026.   
  

CANCELLATIONS  
 

Notice is given that the following authority has been cancelled: 
   

(CAN-2026-40) 
 

Exploration Licence No. 9223, RZ RESOURCES LTD (ACN 160863892), County of Taila, Map Sheet (7429), 
area of 72 units. Cancellation took effect on 21 August 2026.   
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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ACT 1994 

 
Section 37(1)(f) 

Instrument of approval of purpose  
 

I, David McPherson, Executive Director Resource Management, with the delegated authority 
of the Minister and the Secretary in pursuance of sections 227 and 228 of the Fisheries 
Management Act 1994 (“the Act”), and in pursuance of section 37(1)(f) of the Act, approve 
the use by a recreational fisher of crab traps in Lake Macquarie, as part of a trial to assess the 
impacts of those traps, as a purpose for which approval to take and possess fish or marine 
vegetation may be given under section 37 of the Act. 
 
 
 
Dated this 26th day of August 2026 
 

 
David McPherson 
Executive Director Resource Management 
Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development 
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1 
 

Fisheries Management (Crab Traps in Lake Macquarie) Order 
2026 
 
under the  
 
Fisheries Management Act 1994 
 
 
I, David McPherson, Executive Director Resource Management, under section 37 of the 
Fisheries Management Act 1994 (the Act) and with the delegated authority of the Minister 
and Secretary under sections 227 and 228 of the Act make the following Order.  

 
 
Dated this 26th day of August 2026 

 
 
David McPherson 
Executive Director Resource Management 
Department of Primary Industries & Regional Development 
 
 
Part 1 Preliminary  

1. Name of order 
 

This Order is the Fisheries Management (Crab Traps in Lake Macquarie) Order 2026.  
 
2. Commencement and duration 

 
(1) This order commences on 26 August 2026.  
 
(2) This order remains in force until 26 August 2029.  

 
3. Definitions 

 
In this Order: 

 
the Act means the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 

the Regulation means the Fisheries Management (General) Regulation 2019. 

crab trap means a crab trap as described in clause 39 Fisheries Management (General) 
Regulation 2019. 

Lake Macquarie means the whole of the waters of Lake Macquarie and its tributaries 
from its confluence with the South Pacific Ocean, except Whiteheads Lagoon, Upper 
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2 
 

Reaches/Mannering Bay, Muddy Lake and Lake Eraring, Lake Petite and Duck Hole 
Lagoon. 

Whiteheads Lagoon include the whole of the waters of Whiteheads Lagoon, upstream 
from the road bridge near its confluence with Lake Macquarie. 

Upper Reaches/Mannering Bay includes the whole of the waters of Mannering Bay 
and its tributaries (including Wyee Creek), upstream from the causeway across the 
entrance to Mannering Bay. 

Muddy Lake and Lake Eraring includes the whole of the waters of Muddy Lake and 
Lake Eraring, upstream from a line drawn from the southern extremity of Pipers Point 
to the northeastern most point of the north bank of Dora Creek. 

Lake Petite includes the whole of the waters of Lake Petite, upstream from its 
confluence with Bardens Bay. 

 
Duck Hole Lagoon includes the whole of the waters of Duck Hole Lagoon. 

Part 2 Special approval for authorised purposes 

 
4. Crab traps 

 
(1) Despite clause 51 of Schedule 3 of the Regulation, a recreational fisher may use a crab 

trap to take crabs in the waters of Lake Macquarie.  
 
(2) All entrances to the crab trap must have a maximum internal diameter of less than 

320mm. 
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